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PREFACE. 

SINCE the deith ot our mini^ilei, many of his 
liienJ L'ne expressed an eamest desire for the 
pubhcation ol some of hia jrijers copies of which 
were eecuied during the whole period of his ministry 
at the Music Hnll, and the latter half of that at the 
Melodeon, — caught in the an as they fell from the 
lipa ot the speaker, ind taithfully daguerreofj ped by 
friendly hands, and now choicely trca ured Irom 
the«e ai cumulations of so m-inj years the forty priy- 
ers which are included in this volume hi^e been 
selected, the one at the close heing the hst that Mr 
Parker delnered in public 

A crealer vanetif might have been given to the 
chaiacter of this volume by the insertion of other 
prayers, to the exclusion of some that it now con- 
tains but it IS thought that those here given best 
repreaent the earnest Jeiotion an! the highest aspi 
rations of him who uttertl them, piesentmg as thtj 
do, tbosL themes upon which he most loved to dwell. 
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in oermon or in pn\i,r -in I vl ile flipre i not a 
\ery wide lange of to£ a included m the '*election it 
will be observed thit tliere is mueh rariely m Ihe 
expieasioo of ideas on the ime topic^ 

The only alterations that hwe 1 Pen made m thi, 
praters ts origin illy delivered are the omi '.ion here 
and there of plira ea often repeated the introduction 
of a few passages from other prajens and the cor 
rection of such alij^ht eiiors if expreaaion i-J ire lu 
cidental (o extemporaneous epLsking 

It IS behe\ed Hat thi-, little book -siH te dearly 
welci nied not onh ' y those at who'ie iis ance it his 
been prepaied, but hj thousand of others who ha^e 
been lifted up and strengthenel by these lofty ut 
teian e"; of a j, eat in\ n ble ouL 

E L 
M G 
Boston, Acplembi^r IS, 1861. 
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PRAYERS. 



MARCH IT, 1850. 

OTHOU I finite Spirit, who needest no words 
f hold his converse wilh thee, we would 

thy presence, we would reverence thy 
po w Id worship thy wisdom, we would adore 

thy J w Tould be gladdened by thy love, and 

bl 1 by commuaion with thee. We know 

tl t th d no sacrifice at our hands, nor any 

fin t 1 ps ; yet we live in thy world, we taste 

thy b y w b eathe thine iiir, and thy power sustains 
u tl J ju t uidea, thy goodness preserves, and thy 
1 bleo forever and ever. Lord, we cannot 

fail p thee, though we cannot praise tlice as we 

would. We bow our faces down beibre thee with hum- 
ble hearts, and in thy presence would warm our spuits 
for a while, that the better we may be prepared for 
the duties of life, to endure ita trials, to bear its crosses, 
and to triumph in its lasting joys. 

We thank thee for the world that is about us, now 
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=Fi-ene, enlightened by thi' railinnee of day, now covered 
o\er with clouds and \isited by stormi, and in serenity 
and in storm still guarded and watched and bleared by 
fhee. We adore thee who givest us all these things 
that we are, and promise'it the glories that we are to 
become. For our daily life we thank ihee. for ite duties 
to exercise our hand'', for its trials and tempfations to 
make strong our hearts, for the friends that are dear to 
us, — a joy to us in our waking hours, and in the 
\ if .ons of the night still present, and a ble=sing still. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for thy tender providence 
which is over us all, for thy loving kindness which 
blesses the child and the old man, which regards the 
sinner with affection, and West still thine holy child. 
Father, we know that we are wanderers fiom Ihy 
way, that we forget thy laws, that oft-times the world 
has dominion over us, that we are slaves to pas- 
sion and to etery sen^e. And yet we rejoice to re- 
member that thy kindness is not as our kindness, and 
thy love is infinite, that thou tenderly carest for thy 
children, that thou art the Shepherd of the sheep, and 
in thy bosom bearest the feeble lambs, and gently 
leadest at la'it each wanderer back to its home. 

We pray Ihee that we may forgive ourselves for 
every sin we commit, that with penitence we may wash 
out the remembrance of wrong, and with wing* of new 
resolution fly out of darkness in the midst of trans- 
gression, into the higher, brighter heaven of human 
duty, of human joy, and of the Christian's peace. 
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Tb^cIl a--. Lf-id. to u-e this worH wisely and faith- 
fully and well. In its daily duties and if trials may 
we find the school for wisdom, for goodness, and for 
piety. May we learn by every trial that thou sendest, 
be strengthened by every cro'"^, and wben we stoop in 
sadness to drink bitter waters, may we rise refreshed 
and invigorated. Help us to live at peace with our 
souls, disturbing no siring on this harp of a thousand 
chords, but attuning all to harmony, and in our life 
living one great triumphant hymn lo thei-. Withhold 
from us what is evil, though we beg mightily for il, and 
with tears and prayers. Help us to live in unity with 
our brother men, reconciling our intei'est to their in- 
terests, by faithfully discharging every duty, by pa- 
tiently bearing with the weakness or the strength of 
our brothers, and losing them as we love oursehes. 
Teach u^, Father, to loie the unlovely, to love those 
wIto evil entreat us, to toil for those who are hardens 
in the world, and lo seek to save them from ignorance, 
to reform them of their wickedness, and to hasten that 
time when all men shall recognize that thou art their 
Father, and (heir brothers are indeed their brothers, 
and that all owe fidelity to thee and loving-kindness to 
their fellow-men. Help us to live in unity with thee, 
no sloth hiding us from thy presence, no pa«sion turn- 
ing us aside from thy counsel, but, with mind and con- 
"ciencp, with heart and soul, assimilating ourselves to 
thee, till thy truth dwells in our understanding, and thy 
jo=tice enlightens our conscience, and thy love shines a 
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beatitude and a blessed light in our heart and soul for- 

Itt times of darkness, when men fail before thee, in 
days when men of high degree are a lie, and those of 
low degree are a vanity, teach us, O Lord, to be true 
before thee, not a vanity, but sobernesa and manliness ; 
and may we keep still our faith shining in the midst of 
daikneas, the beacon-light to guide us over stormy seas 
to a home and haven at last. Father, give us strength 
for our daily duty, patience for our constant or unac- 
customed cross, and in every time of trial give us the 
hope that sustains, the faifi that wins the victory and 
obtains satisfaction and fulness of joy. 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name. May thy kingdom come, and thy will be done 
on earth as it is done in heaven. Give us each day 
our daily bread. Forgive us our trespasses as we for- 
give those who trespass against us. Lead us not into 
temptation, hut deliver us from its evil. For thine is 
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. 
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AUGUST 4, 1850, 

OTHOU Eternal One, whose presence fills all 
space and occupies all time, who hast thy dwell- 
ing-place in evury humble heai't that trustfully 
looks up to thee, we flpe to thee again to offer thee our 
morning psalm of thanksgiving and of praise, and to 
ask new inspiration fiYini thee for days to come, while 
we slain, our sacrifice with penitence for evils that our 
hands have wrought. Father, may ihy spirit pray with 
us in our prayer, teaching us the things that we ought 
to ask of thee ; may we serve (liee faithfully and wor- 
ship thee aright. O Lord, we bow down our spirits be- 
fore thee, we reverence thine infinite power, we adore 
thine unhounded wisdom, which understands things 
past, things present, and to come ; we confide in thy 
perfect justice, knowing that we are safe; but, O Lord, 
we rejoice in thy love, "We bless thee for thy tender 
mercies, our hearts thank thee for thy loving-kindness, 
and we reach out the arms of our soul towards thee, 
knowing that thou art our Father, who lovest us better 
even than the mothers that have borne us. Lord, 
we do not know how to praise thee as we ought, for 



Ho^duGooglc 



10 

we do not understand all of thy goodness, we cannot 
measure all of thy loving-kindaess towards us, for it is 
iolinite. 

We thank thee for the signs and tokens of thyself 
which thou hast placed around us everywhere. We 
thank thee for this lovely day which thou lendest us. 
We bless thee for the broad green world beneath our 
feet, for these wondrous Iieavens above our heads, 
which nightly thou sowest with starry seed, and every 
morning limnest with orient light. We thank thee that 
all these things are a revelation of thee, for day givelh 
voice unto day, and night speaketh unto night, and the 
rivei-s as they roll, and the ocean as it ebbs and floods, 
and this ail-embracing sky, — Lord, they tell of thy 
magnitude, they speak of thy power, tbey talk of thy 
wisdom, and they chami us with tidings of thy love. 

But a greater revelation ihan this of thyself hast 
thou made in thy still small voice, which whispers in 
our soul that all this magnificence is but a drop of thee, 
yea, a liltle sparklet that has fallen from thy presence, 
thou Central Fire, and Radiant Light of all. We know 
that these outward things are but a sparkle of thy 
power, a whisper of thy wisdom, a faint breath of thy 
loving-kindness. Lord, we thank thee that on our 
soul thou hast writ that thou art our Father, that thy 
name is Love, that we should not tremble nor fear be- 
fore thee, but as a child to its mother, so may we turn 
longingly and lovingly and with unfailing trust to thee. 
Pardon us that we have known thee no better, that we 
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have tremTiled wlien we should have rejoiced, and have 
been afraid when there was none to molest us nor to 
malie us afraid. O Lord, open our inner eye that we 
may see thee as thou art, (ouch thou our soul with 
thine own inspiration that we may know thee, that we 
may love thee, that we may serve thee with our daily 
life. 

We remember in our prayer the temptations which 
every day brings with it, our sorrows, and our trials, 
and our cares. Arm us for the duty which thou givest 
us to do, make us strong to bear every cross, patient 
and earnest to do every day's work in i(a own day, and 
to bear ourselves so bravely that we shall always acquit 
us as men, and so be sfrong. In our day of passion, 
we pray thee to deliver us out of its flame and heat, 
that we come as thy children of old out of the furnace, 
with no smell of its pollution on our garment's hem. 
And in the more dangerous period of interest and am- 
bition, we pray thee to save us from its chilling cold 
and its wintry frost, that we come out not benumbed 
by its palsy, nor frozen by its snow. Give us wisdom 
to disperae our darkness, let justice triumph over selfish- 
ness in our soul, let duty be supreme over desire, till 
every desire becomes dutiful and our daily life is one 
continual sacrament to thee. Father, let A living love 
of thee dwell in our hearts, let it become strong within 
us, and lead to a faith that fails not and needs not to be 
ashamed. May our earthly life be beautiful and ac- 
ceptable in thy sight, and may our soub be fllled with 
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every spiritual gift from thee; and receiving mucli, may 
we give the more, making our lives still more acceptable 
to thee. Lead us througli evil and through good re- 
port, bearing the cross which tliou layest upon «s ; and 
by our prayers, our toil and our tears, change thou us 
into the glorious image of thyself, that we may be 
wholly thine, transformed to thee, and thy truth dwell 
with us, thy justice pitch her tent with us, and thine own 
loving-kiadiiess charm and enchant our very souls. So 
may thy Itingdom come, and so thy wiU be done on 
earth as it is done in heaven. 
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OCTOBER 6, 1830. 

OUK Father who art in heaven, thou Soul of our 
souls, and Safeguard of the world, we flee to thee 
to sing our morning psalm, to pray our morning 
prayer, bringing the offering of gratitude from our 
hearts, and asking of (hee the ^ft of thy holy spirit. 
Thou sendest down thy sunlight on the world, thou 
rainest Ihy rain to alill the dust and pacify the stones 
of the street crying for moisture from the skies, and 
v,e know that thou wilt feed our spirits with thine in- 
spiration, ministering truth to the hungry mind, justice 
to the conscience that asketh right of thpe, and wilt 
pour thy holy love on every earnest, seeking, asking 

We thank Ihee for thy broad providence which cares 
for the graM in the fields, and adorns every little flower 
that fringes the hedgerows of life, and careft also for 
the mighty orbs above our heads and the solid ground 
beneath our feet ; and thyself art not hard to And, nor 
far to seek, but art with every living soul of man. 
''"ather, we thank thee for thy justice which presides 
over this world, and out of evil bringeth forth good 
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CO t ually di»appoinling the witktilne" of men, and 
do ng all tl ngs for our good We thank Ihee for thine 
unbounded love which eiused us to be, which made this 
farworld which waitelh for us in our tr insgressions, 
a 1 go out (o meet us, prodigals or penitent, a great 
way off, and blesses still thy waodenng, even unre- 
pentant child We thank thee for thy \oice in our 
hearts, for the inapuatiou which thou giveat to the sons 
of men, to show ua the way in which we ohouH go, to 
rebuke us for every follj to thasti-e us tor every sin, 
but to encourage everything that is holy and noble and 
true in our hearts. 

We thank thee for the noble examples of human ex- 
cellence which thou raisest up from time to time, the 
landmarks of human life, and our guiding lights to lead 
us safely home to port and peace, to heaven here and 
heaven at last with thee. 

We pray thee that we may be faithful and true to 
every gift which thou hast given us. In a time of 
darkness, when great men are a deceit and little men 
are a lie, may our heart never fail us, nor we hesitate 
nor despair for a moment of tljy goodness and thy truth. 
Though hand join in hand, teach us that wickedness 
cannot prosper, nor iniquity endure. Fix our eyes on 
the true, the right, the holy, the beautiful, and the good, 
till we love them, and therein love thee with an affec- 
tion that canaot be ashamed and will not be defeated. 
Teach us to be blameless in our daily life, lo be heroic 
in our conduct, distinguishing between the doctrines of 
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men and thine everlasting eommandraents. Help us to 
lo^e thee, the Ci-ealor, more than the creature before 
our eyes ; to imilale thy justice, to share thy truth, and 
to spread abroad thy living love to all mankind. Are 
we weak, — and we know we are, — give us strength; 
sinners, — and our heart cries out against us, — chastise 
and rebuke us till we repent of our sin, and come back 
with bumble hearts to worship thee in hohness, in 
nobleness, and in truth. Give us the love of thyself 
which shall tread down every passion under its feet that 
wars against the soul, tljat sliall make our daily lives 
beneficent, and so cast out every fcai', t!ie fear of man, 
and the fear, O Lord, of thee. Help us to know thee 
in Ihine immensilj'. to feel thee and lo love (hee in 
thine infinite love, till every weight is cast off from us, 
and with thy sunshine on our wings we mount up as 

f}ag}os Bn3 Sy toi^'arti-' th<f^ "We pray that we Toaj' hs 

armed against temptation, and fortified mly for every 
duty, prepared for every emergency, and ready to serve 
thee with our limbs and our lives. 

We ask thy blessing on all toils and conditions of 
men in the various departments of our mortal lives. 
May the young be trained up in innocence, and taught, 
not to fear men, but lo love their brothers and to love 
thee. When sundered but joyful souls are by their 
affection wedded and made one, may a higher Lfe 
spring up in their united hearts, and may they serve 
thee with blameless beauty and celestial piety set in a 
mortal life. In the various trials of our daily bujinesa 
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teach U3 to be honest, and to love men, to respect the 
inlegrity of our own souls, and never waver, turned this 
side by the fear of men, and that side by the lust for 
their praise and their admirdfion. 

We remember the poor and the Deedy in our prayer ; 
yea, Lord, (he poorest and the neediest of all, who own 
not by human laws tlieir bodies, nor their limbs, nor 
liyes, who flee from the iron hou^e of bondage and ask 
shelter here with us. Yea, Lord, their prayer from 
oui' lip3 goes up before thee, asking the rights of man 
which tbon didst give them at (heir birth, but the oppres- 
sor so fmndfully and forcibly rent away. Lord, we 
are all sinners before thee, but we remember those who 
with unashamed countenance tread down thy law, who 
even here seek for the life and freedom of men, and 
defile the fair heritage which our fathers asked of thee 
in their prayer and pun-hased with their sacred blood. 
Father, we fray thee that thou wilt pity those who have 
shown no pity, and wilt love those who to their broihers 
show only hate, treading them wifh bloody hoofs into 
the ground, and who with the brow of brass affront 
thy thunders and blaspheme thy love. Teach us, 
Lord, our hardest task, to love also these. And our 
poor brothers, who with chained hands lift up an un- 
chained soul fo thee, who flee from city to city, while 
their per«culors desecrate ihy name, who wander from 
one nation lo another kingdom, seeking for the rights 
of man. — we pray thee that thou wilt guide them in 
their flight by night, and still by day, and raise up de- 
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fenders for them here and everywhere ^tir up ihe 
souls of noble men that they bewray not h m that 
wandereth, that tbey hide and shelter the oiitca'it and 
are a wall of flre about those who hate taken their life 
in their hands and fled to us for succor till ■» band of 
brothers fold their arms about the needy and uplift 
those that are faint and ready to pen h in thar t-Ul 
Lord, thy charity never faileth. Toui,h the hearts 
of men with humanity, that they may learn justice ind 
to love their brothers. Make us nobler and lra(er 
and holier. Teach us to love all men So let uf be 
thy children, loving those that hate ub and pnjing for 
such as despitefully use us. So may (hy kingdom Lome, 
and ihy will be done on earth as it is in hea\en 
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JULY 18, 1852. 

OUR r thpr who lit leayen who also lit not 
1p 3 on e«lh peophn^ e^ery p nt of pue 
with ihy preipnce and hlhng every po t ot 
pii t wi h thy powei thy wi Jom and thy lo\e we 
would I ft up ur =ouLi unto thee and gafl er together 
our cattered and eilmjed spirits that we raij hold 
communion with thee for a moment in oui piayer and 
be strengthened foi dailj duty ind made newly grate 
fil for jnja wl leh thou giyest us more luthful to our 
seli'e'! and more lel ant upon (hee 

We know that thou wilt remember uo nor needest 
thou lo be entreated in our morning p aim or morning 
praj er for before our heart knows oui need of thee 
thou art with our leait and auatiine^t and givest us 
hfe Father we know that tliough eaithly fiiend may 
prove faithless, though disiance of space and length of 
time may hide the child from the mother that bore him, 
yet thine eye never slumbers nor sleeps, and thou re- 
memherest us wiien mortal friends forsake us, or when 
time and distance shut out the affcciiona of the mortal 
heart. Yea, Lord, the distance is no distance with thee, 
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for tliy presence shinetJi everywhere as the day, and 
thy loving-kindness waits on the footsteps of morning, 
and thou flilest up the shades of evening, and givest to 
thy beloved, even in their sleep. 

Father in heaven, we thank thee for all this world 
of thy providence, so fertile in wonders, so rich in 
beauty to every hungering sense of man. We thank 
thee that thou carest for the ground, that niglitly thou 
waterest it with dews from heaven, and in thine own 
season sendest the river of waters in plenteous showers 
to moisten field and garden and hill and town. Father, 
we thank thee for thy loving-kindness and thy tender 
mercy, that thou watchest over every little fly spread- 
ing his thin wings in this morning's sun, and boldest 
this system of universes in thine own arms of infinite 
and never-ending love. 

"We thank thee for the beauty which thou bringest 
forth in every stream of water, on every hill-side, and 
that wherewith thou fringest the paths of men as they 
pass to their daily work. We bless thee for the beauty 
which thou gatherest in the lily's fragrant cup, clothing 
it with a kinglier loveliness than Solomon in all his 
glory could ever put on ; and in these flowers of earth, 
and in those imperishable flowers of beauty over our 
heads, we read, Lord, the alphabet ot thy lovmg- 
kindnesa and thy tender mercy. But ne thank thee 
still more that in a tenderer and lovelier and holiei way 
thou revealest thy loving-kindness and thy tenderness 
and thy holiness of heart to thy children. 
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We thank thee for the large lacullies with which 
thou hasl gifted the children of men. We thank thee 
for the senses that take hold of the world of sight aad 
touch and sound, and are fed and beautified thereon. 
We thank thee for these spiritual powers which lay 
hold of justice and truth, and love and faith in thee, 
these flowers of the soul, these imperishable stars of 
the human spirit ; and we blesa thee for tliy yet greater 
loving-kindness and tender mercy which thou speakest 
to our souls. We thank thee that, as thou feedest the 
little grass hy ihe roadside and every flower of the 
field with dew by night and rain by day, and warmest 
and waterest their roots, so thine inspiration falls down 
upon the soula of thy children, aad thou feedest this 
strong and flamelike flower with thine own wisdom, 
thine own justice, thy holiness and thy love. 

Lord, what shall we render to thee for the least of 
the mercies which thou hast given us ? We pray thee 
that we may live as blameless as the flowers of the 
field ; tliat our lives within may be as fragrant, and with- 
out as fair, and that what is promise in our spring, 
what IS blossom in our summer, may in the harvest of 
heaven bear fruit of everlasting life. 

We look onto thee, and we will not pray thee that 
thou wilt remember us. We know that though a 
mother may forget the babe that she has borne, thou 
never forsakes! a single child of thine. In sorrow we 
turn our eyes to thee, and thou wipest the tears from 
our eyelids ; in darkness we look up to thee, and it is 
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all liglit within our soul. Wlien those that are nearest 
and dearest to our heart have gone down to the sides 
of the pit, O Lord, we know that the mortal is ren- 
dered up that the soul may be clothed with immortality, 
and inherit everlasting joys with thee. When our own 
heart cries out against us, we know that thou art 
greater than our heart, and no folly, no wandering, and 
no sin can ever hide us froia thine infinite motherlineaa. 
"We bless thee that all thine ordinances are designed for 
our good, that the rod of thine afdiction and the staff 
of our support, they hoth comfort «s, for thou still art 
our shepherd, and leadest us beside the atill waters, and 
wilt feed ua in the full pastures and give peace to our 

Tliou our God, we pray thee that we may he 
slrengtheaed for every day's duty, have patience to 
bear any cross that is laid upon us, wisdom to order 
our pathway aright, the heart of holiness to trust thee 
with an absolute faith, and the soul that is full of loving- 
kindness to do good to our brothers here on the earth. 
So may Ihy kingdom come, and thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven. 
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AUGUST I, 1852. 

OTHOU Creating and Protecting Power, who art 
our Fatlier, yea, our Mother not the less, we flee 
unto thee, and would lift up the psalm of our 
thank'igivmg unto thee, and by our prayer seek to hold 
n With thj spirit, and be strengthened for the 
is and the duties and the delights of our mortal life, 
comp lipfore thee, O Lord, with the remembrance 
lur daily toils, and the common things of life still 
lur ears, and we would lift up our souls 
unto thee, to learn new wisdom, to acquire more justice, 
to feel a deeper philanthropy and a heartier piety in 
our own ^ouls We know that thou art not to be wor- 
shipped as though thou askedst even prayer at our poor 
lips, for ne know that thou ever watcheat over us, and 
folde-it the universe in thine arms of love, needing no 
prajer of ours to kindle thy sympathy to the humblest 
of thy creiturea Lord, the earth is thine allar, and 
the heavena over our head, ihey are the incense of 
creation offered in their beauty to thy greatness and thy 
glorious name. Lord, the universe is a voice of 
thanksgiving unto thee, and in serene and cloudy days 
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tliis flying globe lifts up her voice, and sings to thee, 
morning and evening and at noon of day, her continual 
psalm of joy and praise. But our hearts in Iheir 
poverty constrain us lo flee unto thee, out of the sor- 
rows and the joys of this world, to praise thee for Ihy 
blessings, and to ask of thee new glories in time to 
come. We desire to he deeply conscious of thy pres- 
ence, which fills all time, which occupies all space. We 
would know thee as thou art, and in our souls feel con- 
tinually ihj residence with us and the abiding of thy 
spirit in our heart. 

Father, we thank thee for this wondrous and lovely 
world in which thou hast placed us. For the magnifi- 
cent beauty of sumioer we thank thee, for the storied 
promise of the spring which has gone by, and the ear- 
nest of the harvest, whose weeks in their fulfilment 
bring daily new tokens of thy goodness and thine in- 
finite love. We thank thee that thou waterest the 
earth with lain from thine own sweet heavens, rejoicing 
the cattle on a thousand hills, which thou also carest 
for, as for thy chosen ones, and ministereat life to every 
little moss amid the stones of a city, and feede.^f the 
mighty forests which clothe with verdure our own New 
England hills. We thank thee thai thou givest us grass 
for the cattle, and corn to strengthen the frame of man, 
and orderest all things hy number and measure and 
weight, wielding the whole into a mighty mass of use- 
fuhiess and a glorious orh of transcendent heauty. We 
bless thee for the beautiful amid the homely, the auh- 
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lime imoig (Inn" low for the gfod imid eyil things 
and the eiern<il ami I what is transient, an 1 daily p'lsa- 
ing from our eye 

We think thep for the happine=^ that attends ua in 
our daily life fot the joys of our daily work for the 
success whiLh tlou givest to the labors of oui hind, 
and tl e strength to our soul which comes Irom our 
diily toil on the eirth We thank thee for the phin 
and common household joys of hie for the t^ti fa^'tions 
of friendship for the bles edne of love m ^ll the dear 
relationships of moital life Father we thank tiipe for 
the large sympathy with our brother men everywhere, 
and Ihat we know that thou hast mode them all alike in 
thine own image, and hast destined a!l thy childn n to 
toil on the earth, and to a glorious immortalifj of ne^er 
ending blessedness beyond the grave 

Father, we thank thee that we know thee, that amid 
hopes thai so often deLeive us amid expectations that 
fail and perish, we have still our faiih assured in Ihee, 
who art without variableness or shadow of turning O 
Lord, thoTi deiightest us slill more when we lemember 
that our life ilself is the gift of (hme hand In our 
sorrow and sadness we look up to thee and when mor- 
tal friends fail us, and the urn that held our treasured 
joys is broken into fragments, and the wine of life is 
scattered at our feet, Lord, we lejoice to know that 
thou undersfandest our lot, and wiJt make every sorrow 
of our life turn out for our endless welfare, and our 
continual growth, so that thou wilt take us home to thy- 
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self with no stain of weeping on our face. Lord, 
when ourselves have been false, when our own hearts cry 
out against us, and we alain our daily sacrifice with re- 
morseful tears, we rejoice to know that thou art greater 
than our heart, and wilt bring home every wandering 
child of thine, with no stain of sin on our immortal 
aoul. Father, we thank thee that amid Ihe joys of the 
flesh, amid the delights of our daily work, and all the 
sweet and silent blessedness of mortal friendship and 
love upon the earth, thou givest us the joy of knowing 
thee, the still and calm delight of lying low in thy hand, 
and feeling the breath of thy Rpirit upon us. Yea, 
Lord, we thank thee that thou boldest each one of ns, 
yea, all of thy children, and the universe itself, as a 
mother folds her baby to her bosom, and blestest us 
all with Ihiae infinite loving-kindness and thy tender 
mercy. 

Father, we pray thee that we may never be false 
to the great glories with whieh thou surrounJest us, 
under our feet, and over our head, and the still diviner 
glories which !hou placest in our heart and soul. We 
pray thee that withm us our lives may he blameless, 
every faculty active and at its work, and that our out- 
ward lives may be useful, and all our existence blame- 
less and heauiiful in thy sight, O Lord, our Strength and 
our Redeemer. May our lives be marked every day by 
some new lesson that we have learned, some duly that 
we have done, some faithfulness that we have accom- 
plished ; and at last, when our mortal pilgrimage is 
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ended, take us to thyself, O Lord, to dwfll with (hee, 
leaving behind us the memory of good deeds, and 
bearing with us a soul disciplined by the trials of 
life, and enlarged by its blessings. So may we pass 
from glory to giory. till we are changed into thine 
own image, and the pi-ace of thy love is made perfect 
in uf. So may thy kingdom eome, and thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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JULY 17, 1853. 

OUR Falher who art in heaven, who fillest all 
time with thine eternity ami all ppai'e with thy 
loving-kindness anJ thy lender mercy, we flee 
unto thee once mori;, seeking to deepen our conscious- 
ness of thee, to pour out our hearts' gratitude for thy 
daily blessings continually given unto us, and to seek 
new inspiration from thy spirit, extending everywhere. 

Father, we thank thee for this world about us, and 
above us, and underneath our feet, which thou hast 
given us to dwell in. We thank thee for the ground 
that we tread on, for the trees that roof us over, for the 
bread that we eat, and for the fleeces that we wear. 

Father, we thank thee for all this wonderful beauty 
wherein thou speakest to the wakening sense of man. 
We bless thee for the day, which fmm thy golden um 
thou pourest out upon the world, and that every morning 
Ihou baptizes! anew each speck of earth with heaven's 
own light. We thank thee that thou whitenest the 
darkness of the night by the moon's untiring beauty, 
and that thou pastui-eat the stars in tliine own fields 
of boundless space, nor sufferest thou a single fleece 
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of liglit ovor In bp lo;f, thou Shepherd of the earth, 
and Whupherd of the sky- 

"We thank thee for this nobler world of man, fur 
its serener day, its light more heavenly, and all the 
blessed stars of consciousness that ehine within our 
Boul. We thank thee, that thou makest us capable to 
understand the material world that is about us, and 
to rule and master by wisdom, by justice and by love, 
this greater, nobier world that we are. 

We thank thee for the still and siJent joys that come 
to every earnest and holy heart. We bless thee for 
the happiness that attends our daity work, and all the 
things which thou givest us to do here on the earth. 

We thank thee, that thou hast given us this immortal 
soul, which, feeding on the earih. grows for wha,t is 
more than earthly, and with great hungering of heart, 
reaches ever upwards for what is perfect, for what ia 
good and beautiiul and holy in thine own sight. We 
thank thee that, as thou feedest every plant with dew 
from heaven, and with light from the world's great sun, 
so with sweet influence thou rainest in=piration down 
upon thy children, and with thy lo\ ing-kindness wilt 
bless every soul, though wandering ofi-times from thee. 

We remember before thee our daily !i\es, the per- 
plcKilies of our business, the trials of our patience, the 
doubts, and the darkness, yea, and the sin that doth 
most easily beset u? ; and we pray thee that we may 
be warned hy all that we suffer, and urged onwards by 
everything that we enjoy, till we have cast behind ns 
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the littleness of our childhood, and with manly, wom- 
anly dignity, pursue our march oa earth, not waiy 
though we run, and not fainting as we mount up like 
eagles towards thy perfcction. 

We remember before thee the disappointmetifs, the 
sadness, and the afllietioQ of our mortal life. We re- 
member how often our arms are foided around empti- 
ness, when the mortal whom we truly love has takeQ 
wings to itself and is immortal i^ith (hee. 

Father, we pray thee, that thoii wilt inttruet ua in 
these, our earthly misfortunes, and, by every ilisappoint- 
ment, and Al affliction, may we grow wi^er, and purer, 
more holy-hearted still ; and while in our feebleness we 
may not thank thee for what thou hast taken, Lord, 
let us learn from sorrow a deeper le-^on than joy and 
gladness ever brmg. Even as the night reveals a whole 
heaven of =tars, so may the darkness of disappointment, 
the night of sorrow, open heaven to thy children's eyes, 
till brighter beams are about us. and the consciousness 
of immortality fills up our souls and wipes the tears 
from every eye. 

So may all our mortal life he a journey upwards, and 
we fly forwards towards lliee, till, at last, may thy truth 
fill our understanding, may thy justice enlarge our 
heart, and may love and holiness and faith in thee sub- 
due every unholy thing, and change us anew to thine 
own image, O Thou who art our Father and the Mother 
of our souls. So may thy kingdom come, and thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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OUR Father who art in heaven, aniJ on earth, and 
near unto every heart, we flee unto thee, seeking 
to feel thy presence, and, conscious of thee, to 
know thee as thou art, and to worship thee with all our 
mind and const-ienee and heart and toul. We acek to 
commune with thy spirit for a moment, that we may 
freshen our hearts, tired with the world's journey and 
sore tra\el, and bow our feces down and drink again at 
the living waters of thy life. Thou Infinite One, we 
reverence thee, who art the permanent in things that 
change, the foundation of what laots, ihe loveliness of 
things beautiful, and Ihe wi.^dom and the justice and the 
love which make and hold and hless all this world of 
matter and of men. Thou who art without variable- 
ness or turning shadow, we thank thee that thou need- 
eat not our poor prayers to teach thee of our need, nor 
askest Ihou our supplication's argument to quicken thy 
mercy or to s>tir thy love. Thou anticipatest before we 
call, and doeat more and better for us than we can ever 
ask or think. 

Father, who adornest the summer and cheerest 
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the wiiiter with thy presence, we thank thee that we 
know that thou art our Father, and our Mother, that 
thou foldest in thine arms all the worlds which thou 
hast made, and warmest with Ihy mother's breath each 
mote that peoples the sun's beams, and blessest every 
wandering, erring child of man. 

O Lord, how maiTellous is thy loving-kindnesa and 
thy tender mercy, which thou spreadest out over matter 
and beast and man. In loving-kindness hast thou made 
them all, and in tender mercy thou wafchest over llie 
wanderings of the world, blessing those that sorrow, 
and recalling such as go astray. Oh, whither can we 
flee from thy presence ? If we lake the wings of the 
morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea, even there shall thy hand lead us, and thy right 
hand shall hold us up. Tea, Lord, our transgres- 
sion hideth us not from, thee ; but thine eye seeth in 
sin as in righteousness, and when our own hearts cry 
out against us, thou, who art greater than our heart, still 
takest us up, Learest us on thy wings, and blessest us 
with thine infinite love. 

Father, we remember before Ihee our several wants 
and conditions in life, and we thank thee for the happi- 
ness that crowns our days, for the success that attends 
our efforts here on earth, the brightness that we gather 
in our homes, and the hearts whose beating is the music 
round our fireside and their countenance the blessing on 
our daily bread. We thank thee for these things where- 
in our hearte rejoice. 
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But we remember also in our prayer the world's 
Bternoesa and severity, the sorrows that stain our face 
with weeping, and make our hearts sometimes run over 
with our sadness, and our deep distress. Father, if we 
cannot thank thee for the things that we suffer, we still 
will thank thee that we know that thine eje pities us in 
our sorrows, and no saJness stains our fiice but Ibou 
tnewest it before we were bora, and gatherest the tears 
which we shed, and clmngest them into glorious pearls, 
to fihine in our crown of glory as morning stars that 
herald the coming of the heavenly kingdom here below. 

"We pray thee that we may find comfort in every sor- 
row, and when the world turns its cold, hard eye upon 
us, when the mortal fades from our grasp, and the 
shadow of death falls on the empty seat of child or 
wife or friend, O Lord, by the shining of Ihy candle in 
our heart, may we see our way through darkness unto 
light, and journey from strength to strength, our hearts 
still stayed on thee. 

Help us to grow stronger and nobler by this world's 
varying good and ill, and while we enlarge the quantity 
of our being by continual Ufe, may we improve its kind 
and quality not less, and become fairer, and tenderer, and 
heavenlier too, as we leave behind us the various events 
of our mortal Ufe. So, Father, may we grow in good- 
ness and in grace, and here on earth attain the perfect 
measure of a complete man. And so in our heart, and 
our dally life, may thy kingdom come, and ihy will be 
done on earth as it is done in heaven. 
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OTHOU Infinite Spirit, who art everywhere that 
the light of day sheds down its glorious lustre, 
and in the caverns of the earth where the light 
of day cometh not, we would draw near to thee aod 
worehip thy spirit, which at all limes ia near to us. 
Thou Infinite One, who art amidst all the silences of 
nature, and forsakeat us not with thy spirit where the 
noisy feet of men are continually heard, we pray thee 
that the spirit of prayer may be in us while we lift 
up our hearls unto thee. Thou aakest not even our 
gratitude, but when our cup is filled with blessings to 
(he brim, and runneth over with bounties, we would 
remember thee who fillest it, and givest every good and 
precious gift. 

Father, we thank thee for Ihe special material bless- 
ings which we enjoy ; for the prosperity which has 
attended the labors of Ihy children in the months that 
are pa^t, for the harvest of corn and of grass which 
the hand of man, obedient to his toilsome thought, has 
gathered up from the surface of the ground. We bless 
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thre that wlifd our (oil \i\ ■.poken to ttip e-uth the 
fuirii«>5 of tilt flpll lii\e an wered nith oifB.cjent je% 
■Bith abundant returns ul haivpbt to oar hand We 
think thee for the ble "ings of the deep and frea, ures 
hid in the sand's which thr childien have gathereil 
We bl s Ihee for the success which liaa come to those 
who go down to the sei in ships and do butmeHs in 
great waters We thank thee for the treasures which 
our mining hand has gathered from the foldinga of the 
earth the wealth which we have queried fiom the 
mountain or digged out from the bo=om of the ground 
And we ble^s ihee toi the other har^esfs which from 
the'te rude things the toii^mo hand \ud the Hbonous 
though! of men ha^e ciealel turning u^e into beiuty 
al o iLid so •iloining and gladdening the world 

We thank thee toi the -pecial blcsmg- that come 
near to us this dtj We ble-s thee for the health of 
our bodies, and we thank thee for those who are near and 
dear to us; and for all the gladsome gatherings together 
which this day will bring to pass, of parents and their 
children, long severed, or of the lover and his beloved, 
who so gladly would become one. We bless thee for 
all those who this day shall break their bread in com- 
mon, lifting up their hearts unto thee, and blessing the 
hand which lengthens out our days and keeps the golden 
bowl from breaking at the fountain ; and we thank thee 
for those who in many a distant place are still of us, — 
severed in the body, hut with us yet in soul. 

We remember before thee not only our families and 
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our homes, but likewisp thp ereat countrj in which thou 
hast cast the lines of our lot. We thank thee for its 
wide extent, for the great riches which the toil of man 
has here gathered together and stored up. We bless 
thee for the multitudea of people, an exceeding great 
company of men and women, who here have sprung 
into existence under thy care. We bless thee that in 
this land the e^ile from so many a clime can find a 
home, with none to molest nor to make him afraid. 
We thank thee for every good institution which has 
here been established, for all the truth that is taught in 
the church, for what of justice has become the common 
law of the people, and for all of righteousness and 
of benevolenc* which goes forth in the midst of our 

We bless thee for our fathers who in centuries past, 
in the name of thy holy spirit, and for the sake of 
rights dearest to mankind, went from one country to 
another people, and in their day of small things came 
here. Yea, we thank thee for those whose only com- 
munion was an exile, and we bless thee for the bravery 
of their spirit which would not hang the harp on the 
willow, but sung songs of thanksgiving in a strange land, 
and in the midst of (heir wilderness builded a new Zion 
up, full of thanksgiving and song ind praise 

We bless thee for our fatheis of a nearei kin, who 
in a day of peril strove valiantly that they might be 
free, and bequeathed a noble heritage to their sons and 
daughters who were to come after them Yea, we 
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thank thee for those whose sacrament was only a rev- 
olution, and the cup of blessing was of blood drawn 
fiom their own minly veins , wid we ble'-s thee for the 
hardy valor which drew their swotd and sheathed it 
not till (hey hid a hige phce, and their inilienible 
nghts secured to them by their own right hand toiling 
and striving under the benediction of thy pri,tiou3 piov 
idence Now, Lord, we think thee thit the few have 
become a multitude, and thp hllle vine which oui fa 
thera planted with their teir^ tnd wateied with their 
blood, reaches from sea to sea, great clusters of riches 
hanging on eiery bough, and its root strong m the 
land 

But we remember before thee the greit 'iins which 
thii nation has wrought, and while we thank thee for 
the noblest heritage which man evei mhented fiom 
man, we must mourn at o tliat wc have blackened the 
ground with crimes sueh as seldom a nation has com 
nutted against thee "iea, Loid, even our tlnnk^giving 
prayer muat be stained wiih our teart of mourning and 
our psalm of thanksgiving mu-.C be mingled with the 
wail of those who lament that thej have no hope left 
for them in the earth Father, we remember our 
brothers of our own km and lomplexion whom wicked 
ness has smitfen down m another land, whose houses 
are burn d and their vmei given up to outrage "VVe 
remembei thuoe who walk only in chains thio day and 
are peiseiulel loi hen nghteousneis sake And still 
more m our praj er we remember the miUions oi our 
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brothers whom our fathers chained, and wliose fetters 
our wicked hands have riveted upon their limbs. 
Lord, we pray thee that we may suffer from these our 
transgressions, tiU we learn lo eschew evil, to break 
the rod of the oppressor, and to let the oppressed go 
free ; yea, till we make our rulers righteousneaa, and 
those chief amongst ii3 whose glory it is lo serve man- 
kind by justice, by fidelity, and by trulh. 

We pray thee, on this day of our gratitude, that we 
may rouse up everything that is humaiiest in our heart, 
pledging ourselves anew to do justly and to love mercy, 
and to walk humbly before thee, Thou our Father 
and our Mother on earth and in the heavens too. 
Thus, Lord, may our thanksgiving be worthy of the 
nature thoa hast given us and the heritage thou hast 
bequeathed. Thus may our psalm of gratitude be a 
hymn of thanksgiving for millions who have broken 
off their chains, and for a great country full of joy, of 
blessedness, of freedom and of peace- So may thy 
kingdom come and thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven. 
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OTHOU Infinite One, who flllest the ground under 
our feet and the heavens over our head, whither 
shall we go from thy spirit or whither shall we 
flee from tLy presence ? If we take tie winga of the 
morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of tte sea, 
even there shall thy hand lead us, and thy right hand 
shall hold us up. If we say. Surely the darkness shall 
cover us, even the darkness shall be light about us ; 
yea, the darkness hidefh not from thee, but the darkness 
and the light are both alike to thee. 

Father, we know that at all times and in every place 
thou wilt remember us, nor askest thou the persuasive 
music of our morning hymn, nor our prayer's poor 
utterance, to stjr thy loving-kindness towards us ; for 
thou earest for us when sleep has sealed our senses up 
and we heed thee no more ; yea, when enveloped in 
the smoke of human ignorance or of folly, thine eye is 
still upon us, thou understandest our needs, and doest 
for us more and better than we are able to ask, or even 
to think. But in our feebleness and our darkness, we 
love to flee unlo thee, who art the light of al! our being, 
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the strength of all which is strong, the wisdom of what 
is wise, and the foun<Jation of all things that are ; and 
while we lift up our prayer of aspiration unto thee, and 
muse on thy presence with us, and the various events 
of our life, the fire of devolion must needs flame ia our 
heart, and gratitude dwell on 

Father, we ihauk thee fo h w d ah d 

above and beneatb. We b he 

loveliness of the wintry hea n fix d 

wandering fires which lend tli d h h 

the fringe of beauty wherewi hud hum 

ing and the evening sky, and for this daily sun sending 
his roseate flush of light across the wJiite and wintry 
world. We thank Ihee for all the things that are 
kindly to our flesh, which our toil has won from out 
the brute material woilil. 

We bless thee for all the favorable things that are 
about us ; for those near and dear to us, whom we 
walch over, and those who long since watched over 
and blessed ua. We thank thee for wise words spoken 
to us in our childhood or our youth, for the exaraplps 
of virtue which were round ua, and for the tender voice 
which spoke lo our spirit in early days, and wakened 
in us a spnse of reverence, of love and of trust ia thy 
spirit. We thank thee for ilie fathers and mothers 
who bore us, for the kinsfolk, the friends, the acquaint- 
ance, and ihe teachers, wlio brought us reverently up ; 
for all the self-denial which watched over our cradles, 
which held our head when our heart was siek, shelter- 
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ing us from [he world's hardness, holding up our child- 
ish hands when ihey hung down, and guiding our 
tottering footsteps when we ran giddy in the paths of 
youth. Yea, we thank tiiee for all the examples of 
excellence, Ihe words of kindly remonstrance and virtu- 
OQS leading, which have been a lamp to our path, show- 
ing us the way in which we should go. 

We thank thee for the noble institutions which have 
come down to us ; for Ihe church, with its many words 
of truth and its recollections of ancient piety ; for the 
slate, with its wise laws; for the community, which 
puts its social hospitable walls about us from the day 
of our birth till we are cradled again, in our coffin, and 
the sides of the pit are sweet to our crumbling flesh. 

We lemerabei befoie thee the ages that are pa t and 
gone tnl think thee foi the gteat men whom thou 
ciu'fpl'it to pring up in Iho e d'»yi grejt flowers of 
humanity, who^e seed's lia^e been scattered broadcast 
along the world, making the olil-wy place mto a gai len 
and (he wildemf s to bio bom like i rose We ble s 
thee for the great men who founded the stale and tor 
the mventors of u'leful things latge minded men who 
thought out true idea" and kilfulhnided folk who 
made their loftj thought in exceeding useful tt ing 
We thmk thee for tho=e stron^ men of =Lienee in 
whose hind* the ark of truth ha been borne e\er 
onwarl from ige to age for poets and philf Dphers 
whose deep vi ion biheld the truth when other men 
perceived it not and foi those gitled women whose pre- 
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1 ran before the mighty pic ph(.t s thought- 
ful eye, forefeeling hght when yet the \ery East was 
dark with night. Yei, we think tiiee for the goodly 
fellowship of all the>e piophefa of glory, the glorious 
tompany of such apoatlea, and the noble army of mar- 
tyrs, who were faithful even unfo death. 

Chiefliest of all do we Mess thee for that noble son 
of tliine, born of a peasant mother and a peasant sire, 
who in days of great darkness went before men, his lite 
a pillar of &e leading them unto marvellous light and 
peace and beautj . We thank thee for his words, bO 
lustrous with truth, for his life, fragrant all through 
with piety and benevolence ; yea, Lord, we bless thee 
for ihe death which sinful hands nailed into his lacerated 
flesh, where through the wounds the spirit escaped tri- 
umphant unto thee, and could not be holden of mortal 
death. We ihank thee for the triumphs which attend 
that name of Jesua, for Ihe dear blessedness nhich his 
life has bestowed upon u=, smoothing Ihe pathway of 
toil, softening the pillow of distress, and brightening 
the way whereon truth comes down from thee, and 
life to thee goes ever ascending up. Father, we thank 
thee for the blessings which this great noble soul has 
widely scattered throughout the world, and mo't of all 
for this, that his spark of fire has revealed to us thine 
own divinity enlivening tliis mortal human clod, and 
prophesying such noble future of achievement here on 
earth and in thine own kingdom of heaven with thee. 

Father, we thank thee also for the unmentioned mar- 
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tyrs, for the glorious company of proplieLs wliom liistory 
makes no written record of, but wliose words and wboae 
lives are garnered up in the great Ufe of humanity. 

Lord we bless tiee for all these, and, in our own 
day, when thou hast given us so many talents and the 
opportunity so glorious for Ilieii use, we pray thee that 
we may distinguish between the doutriiies of men and 
thine eternal commandments, and that no ret'erence for 
the old may blind our eyes to evils that have come 
down from other days, and no fondness for new things 
ever lead us to grasp the hidden evil when we take the 
specious good ; but may we separate between the right 
and the wrong, and choose those things that are wise to 
direct, and profitable for our daily use. O Lord, when 
we compare our own poor lives with the ideal germ 
which warms in our innermost sou], longing to be itself 
a strong and flame-like flower, we are ashamed that 
our lives are no better, and we pray thee that in time 
present and in all time to come we may summon up 
the vigor of our spirit, and strive to live Kves of 
such greatness and nobleness that we shall bless our 
children and all who come after us, giving them 
better institutions than ourselves have received, and 
bequeathing to them a more glorious character than 
was transmitted to us. May vje cultivate every noble 
faculty of our nature, giving to every limb of the body 
its proper place and enjoyment, and over all the hum- 
bler faculties may we enthrone the great commanding 
powers, which shall rule and regulate our life into order 
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and strpngth and beauty, and fill our souls with the 
manifold delight of those who know thee and serve 
thee and love tliee wiih a!l their understanding and all 
their heart. 

In the stern duties which are before us, Father in 
heaven, may thy light burn clear in our tabernacle, and 
when thou callest us may our lamps be trimmed and 
burning, our loins girt about, our feet ready sandaled 
for the road, and our souls prepared for thee. Thus 
may thy kingdom come, and thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. 
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OTHOTJ Infinite Spirit, who art present where 
tivo or three are gathered together, and who with 
all thine infinite perfections encampest about each 
solitary soul, we would draw near unto thee, who art 
never far from any one of us, and in thy presence gird 
up our souls and worship thee with such commanion 
and income of spirit in our morning prayer that we 
shall serve thee all our life, bearing with patience our 
daily cross, and reverently doing with strength fhe 
duties thou g^vest us to do. May we worship thee 
who art Spirit, with our spirit and the truth of every 
faculty ; and wilt thou, who seekest such to worship 
thee, accept the psalm of our lips and the aspiring of 
our heart. 

Thou Infinile One, we thank thee for the winter 
with which thou hast overcast the world, for we know 
that in every flake of snow thou aheddest from the 
heavens thou hast a benediction writ for ail mankind, 
could our eyes but read the lustrous prophecy so curi- 
ously announced. 

We thank thee that thou givest to mankind, in our 
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body and in our soul, the power ovc ll e e nuterial 
things that are about us. We tlnnk thee tint jn the 
midat of the winter's snow we can build us our [lea's 
ant habitation, and have a peienmal summer all sife 
from winter's desolating frost. We think Ihfc for the 
large power thou hast given us to mike eiea the stirms 
serve the voyage of our life, and to use the verj ice 
of Northern realms as the seivant of mans plei lire 
and the handmaid of his health. Father, we bless thee 
for (he wondrous faculties which thou hast treasured up 
within the frame of man. 

We bless thee for all periods in our life. We thank 
thee for the infancy, which is from tiine own kingdom 
of heaven, cradled in love on earth, the little flower 
prophetic of other love that is to come, given not less 
than received, in the never-ending progress of the im- 
mortal soul. We thank thee for (he period of the 
young man's and the young woman's life, when the 
body, unwonted lo the experience of the world, runs 
over with the vernal energies of life's incipient year. 
We thank thee for the energy of passion, and the 
power of soul which thou givest us lo tame this crea- 
ture into wise and virtuous strength. We bless thee 
for the high hopes, the generous aspirations, and the 
quick and mounting instincts of the soul, which belong 
to the young man's life. We bless thee for the har- 
dier vigor of the middle-aged, whom experience has 
made more wise, and we thank thee that frequent 
stumbling bids us take heed to our ways, and by 
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many a failure and fall mankind is wanied of the 
difficulties that beset his path. We thank thee for 
the mighty power of will that can restrain passioo in 
its instinctive awing, and hold ambition from its wicked 
aim, which else might mar and desolate the sou!. We 
thank thee for the yet later period, when thou crown- 
est the experienced head with silver hairs without, and 
within hiveat up the manifold treasures of long-con- 
tinued life. Father, we thank thee for the instinctive 
power of the young, the sober calculating strength of 
the middle-aged, and the long-treasured glories of old 
men, found in the paths of righteouaness, whose head 
is a lamp of white Are carried before us to warn us of 
the wrong, and to guide thy children to ever-increas- 
ing heights of human excellence. 

Lord, we pray thee that we may all of us use so 
nobly the nature thou hast given ug, that in early, or 
in middle, or in advanced life, there may be such a 
strength of pious trust in thee as shall give thy chil- 
dren the victory in the day of their youth, and they 
may overcome the passions which else would war 
against the soul ; and, in the middle way of mortal 
life, may it abate the excessive zeal of ambitious self- 
ishness, and bring down all covetousness and every 
proud thing that unduly exalts itself against thee ; and 
in the later days of mankind, may it be a strong staff 
in the old man's hand, and a lamp full of heavenly 
fire which goes before his experienced feet, guiding 
him still farther forward, still higher upward, and 
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of oueness with thee. 

Thou Infinite One, we thank thee for the oppor- 
tanilies of our daily life. And for its trials, shall we 
not thank thee ? If in our feebleness we dare not 
thank thee for the crosses that are laid on ns and the 
disappointments which vex our mortal affections, still, 
Lord, we will bow our faces before Ihee, and with 
thankful hearts exclaim, The Lord giveth, let Him take 
away when he wilL 

Father, we pray thee that we may live so generous 
and aspire so high that our noblest prayer shall be 
the practice of our daily life, and so by continual as- 
cension we shall rise up towai'ds thee, enriched from 
thy fulness of joy, and the gladness and peace which 
thou ^vest, with no miracle, to every earnest and as- 
piring child of thine. So may thy kingdom come and 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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OTHOU Infinite Presence, who art close to each 
of ua, we would draw near to thee, and lift up 
our souls unto thee, who art to be worshipped 
in spirit and in truth, O Lord, whitlier shall we flee 
from thy spirit, or whither shall we go from thy pres- 
ence ? In the beauty of summer Ihou wert with us, 
and out of genial skies sent down thy sweet beatitude 
of loving-kindriPfs and tender mercy, and in the midst 
of winter thou art with ua still, in the ground under 
our feet and the heavens above our head, and thine 
exceeding precious providence tempers even the aus- 
terity of the season for the world's great wants. 

Father, we tliank thee for all tbe periods of our 
earthly life. We bless thee that we are bom of thy 
kingdom of heaven and come into this world, darting 
before ut the propheiie rays of noble growth in times 
that are to come. Tea, we thank thee that from 
this morning dawn of infancy there goes out so fair 
and glorious a light, adorning the little home, and 
shedding its splendor far up the sky, leading the pa- 
rental virion farther and fiirther on. "We bless thee 



Ho^duGooglc 



49 

for the young^ men and women, nnd the middle-aged, 
for their stalwart strength of body and mind, their 
vigorous hope, and their power to do, to he, and to 
suffer, and to grow greater and greater. We thant 
thee for ihe duties which thou givest (by children to 
do, and the strength with which thou girdest their 
loins, and the power with which ihou anointest their 
heads. We remember before thee the venerahle face 
and the hoary hairs, which thou givest as the crown 
of life to those who pass on in the journey of time, 
doing its duties, bearing its cross, and lasting its cup 
of joy and of grief. We thank thee for the strong 
beauty of venerable age wlien it is found in the way 
of righteousness, and the firm and manly form goes 
before mankind, with the light of righteousness shin- 
ing white and beauteous from the aged head. 

O Lord, we thank thee for the blessed light of im- 
mortality which thou sheddest down on all the periods 
of human life, shining in its morning freshness on the 
baby's cradle, tending in its meridian march tl>e prog- 
ress of the grown man, and for the evening brilliancy, 
the many-colored rays of hope and beauty, where- 
with it silvers the countenance of the old man. 
Lord, when thou lakest to tliyself, out of the midst 
of us, the young, the middle-aged, or those venerable 
with accurauialed time and manifold righteousness, we 
thank thee that we know they but rest from their 
labors, and their good works, gathered up in their 
character, follow them, and shine with them as a rai- 
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menf of glury in the kingdom of lieaien, brightening 
aoil brighti-ning forever and forever, unto still more 
perfect day. 

Lord, we lliank thee for our fathers who brought 
us up, who have gone before us and blessed us with 
manifold kindness and tenderness; and we bless ihee 
also for the mothers who bore and carefully tended us, 
and watched o^cr oui little heads, and trained our 
infantile feet to walk in the ways of pleasantness and 
in the paths of peace. 

We thank thee for the noble nature which thou hast 
given to woman, for the various faeultjes whei-ein she 
diffiTS from man, for her transcendent mind whit-h an- 
ticipates his slower thought. We bless thee for her 
generous instincts of morality, of loving-kmdness and 
lender mercy, and that deep religious power of intui- 
tion whereby she communes with thy spirit face to 
faue, and knows thee and loves thee with an exceed- 
ing depth of noble heart. We thank thee for the 
great and lustrous women of other times and our own 
age, who spoke as they were moved by thy spirit, or 
who, with lives more eloquent than speech, ran before 
the world's great prophets and redeemers, smoothing 
the pathway which rougher feet were yet to tread, and 
shedding the balsam of their benediction on the air 
which mankind was to breathe. We bless thee for 
the noble and generous women in our own day, en- 
gaged in the various callings and lots of human life. 
We thank thee for those who relieve the sick, who 
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recall the wandering from the way of wickedness, 
who smooth the pillow of i-uffering, who teach and 
instruct those that are ignorant, who lift up such as 
are fallen down, and overtake the agud or the ju- 
venile wanderers who are out<?asts from the world. 
Father, we thank thee for all theie hlessings which 
thou givest to the world in this portion of humanity. 

We hless thee for those nohle and generous emo- 
tions which tiiou hast placed within the soul of man, 
for the continual progress which they are making, 
and (he certainty of their triumph at last over all 
malice and wrath and hate and everything which 
makes war oa the earth. We thank thee for the 
fer-rcaching love that goes out towards those who 
need the assistance of our arm, and for that feeling, 
Slronger than the earthly interests of the hody, which 
leads us to forgive eveiy wrong which our brothers 
trespass against us 

We bless ihee for the rehgioui faculty whith thou 
hast placed here within ut that in our darkness it 
gives us something of morning hght, and when, other 
things fail and pa^> away, it breaks through the clouds, 
and looks up to thine own kingdom ot eternal peace, 
and there finds comfort and reat tor the wul Loid, 
we thank thee that thereby thou art to us exceeding 
near, strengthening us in out weiknci enlightening 
in our Ignorance, naming in temptation, And, when 
we go stooping md feeble, our faces bowed down with 
Borrow, we thank thee that in the midst of this outer 
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darkness, in our heart it. is all full of glorions light, 
and thy presence is tliere, and thy peace is spread 
ahroad on the afflicted and mourning one. 

Father, when thou gatherest to thyself those who 
are of our earthly family, changing their countenance 
and taking them away from our arms, if we are not 
strong enough to thank thee for all the angels which 
descend and come into our house and bear away thence 
those whom our hearts most tenderly do love, still we 
thank thee that we know it is thine angel which comes, 
and thou sendest him here on an errand of mercy, and 
we Ihank thee that our soul can follow along the lu- 
minous track which the fiery chariot of Death has left 
behind, and our eye can rest on the spiritual form now 
clothed with immorlahty, and dearer to us still than 
wheD on earth. We thank thee that through all the 
clouds of grief and sorrow thy holy ghost comes down 
with quickening influence, bringing healing on hia 
wings, and shedding abroad the glorious sacrament 
of consolation on eyes that weep, and stealing into the 
most secret heart that mourns. 

Father, we remember before thee those who are 
needy, who in this inclement season of the year are 
pinched with cold, whom hunger looks sterajy in the 
face, and we pray thee that our own hearts may be 
opened to do good and to coiamunicate to those who 
need our service, and whom our alms-giving may 
doubly bless. 

Help us, Thou Infinite Father, to use the nature 



Ho^duGooglc 



53 

thou lia=f given ui wi=ely and wpII. "Wp would not 
ask thee to change thy iaw, the same yesterday, to-day, 
and forever, but pray that ourselves may accord our 
dispositions to thine own infinite excellence, and order 
the outgoings and incomings of our heart in such wis- 
dom that our lives shall continually be in accordance 
with thy life, that Ihj will shall be the law of our 
spirits, and thy love prevail forever in our hearts. 
So may we be adorned and strengthened with mani- 
fold righteousness, mount up with wings as eagles, run 
and not be weary, or walk and Ecver faint. So may 
thy kingdom come, and thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. 
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OTHOU Infinite Spirit, who ibyaelf art perpetual 
presenlness, whom heaven and the heaven of 
heavens cannot contain, but who hast thy dwell- 
ing-place in every little flower that blooms, and in 
every bumble heart, — we would draw near unto thee, 
and worship iu thy presence, with such lifting up of our 
heart and our soul that all our daOy Uves may be a 
continual service before thee, and ali our days (Iiy days. 
We know that thou needeat not to be worshipped, nor 
aakest our prayer's poor homage at our lips ; but, con- 
scious of our dependence on thee, feeling our weakness 
and our ignorance, and remembering the blessings with 
which thou flllest our cup, we flee unto thee, and would 
pour forth the psalm of our morning prayer, that we 
may be strengthened and blessed by the great religious 
emotions which raise us up to thee. 

Father, we thank thee for the exceeding beauty of 
this wintry day, we bless thee for the ever-welcome 
countenance of the sun, so Bweetly looking down upon 
our Northern land, and bidding Winter flee. We thank 
Uiee for the moon which scarfs with loveliness the re- 
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drous majesty of stars whei'ewith thnu lia^l spangled 
the raiment of darkness, giving beauty to the world 
when the sun wilhdrawa hia light. 

Father, we thank thee for ail ihy precious providenee 
which rules over the summer and the winter, the spring 
and the autumn, beautifying this various and fourfold 
year. We thank thee tliat thy spirit is with us even 
in the darkness, which is no darkness with ihee, but 
under thy care we can lay us down and sleep in safety. 
— Ihou giving to thy beloved even in our sleep — and 
when we awake we are still with thee. 

We thank thee for the great land in which we live ; 
we bless thee for its favored situation, and its wide 
spread from ocean to ocean, from lake to gulf. We 
thank thee for the millions of people who have grown 
up here in the midst of the continent. We bless ihee 
for all the good institutions which are established here ; 
we thank ihee for whatsoever of justice is made into 
law of the state, for all of piety, of loving-kindness 
and tender mercy which are taught in many a various 
church, and practised by noble women and earnest 

We bless thep for our fathers, who in their day of 
small things put their confidence in thee, and went li'om 
one kingdom to another people, few and strangers thf j c, 
and at last, guided by a religious star, came to this land, 
and put up their prayers in a wilderness. We thank 
thee that the desert place has become a garden, and the 
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now with cities and beautiful with towns. We bless 
thee for the great men whom thou gavest us at every 
period of our nation's stury ; we thank thee for Rueh as 
were wise in council, (hose also who were valiant in 
fight, and Ly whose right arm our redemption was 
wrought out. "VVe ihank thee for those noblest men 
and Homeo who were tilled wilh jusliee, with benevo- 
lence and with pielj", and who sought to make thy con- 
stitution of the universe the common law of all man- 
kind. "We bles* thee for those whose names have gone 
abroad among the nations of the earth to encourage 
men in righieousne-is and to turn manj from the evil 
of their ways. 

We tliank thee for the unbounded wealth which has 
been gathered from our fields, or drawn from the sea, 
or digged fi-ojn the bosom of the earth, and wrought 
out m our manifold places of toil throughout the land. 
We bless ihee for the schools which let light m on 
many a dark and barren place ; and we thank Ihee for 
noble and generous men and women in our own day 
who speak as they are moved by thy holy spirit, and 
tui'n many unto righteousness. 

But we mourn over the wickedness that is still so 
common in our land ; we lament at the folly and the 
sin of those in high place, and the others who seek 
high place ; we lament that they tread thy people down, 
and bear a false witness in the land. We thank thee 
that the world's exiles find here a shelter and a home, 
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with none to molest nor make them afraid ; but we 
mourn alio that the world's saddest exiles are StiO our 
own persecuted and afflicted and smitten. We remem- 
ber before thee the millions of men ■whose hands are 
chained that ihey may not lift tljem up, and whose in- 
tellect and conscience the wicked statutes of men still 
keep in Egyptian night. Lord, we pray thee that we 
may suffer for all the wickedness that we commit, till 
we leani to turn off from the evil of our ways, and exe- 
cute thy commandments, and follow after the righteous- 
ness which thou hatt written in our heart. We pray 
thee that thou wilt chastise us in our property and in 
our livet, till we learn to put away from the midst of 
us the yoke of bondage, and to amile no longpr with 
the fist of wickedness. 

We remember before thee our own private lives, the 
joys thou givest us, our daily bread and our nightly 
sleep, the strength of our bodies, so wonderfully made, 
and the vigor and hope of our intellect, conquermg the 
world ; yea, we thank thee for the affections which join 
u^ together, and the soul which unites u"* to thee. We 
remember before thee tlie duties thou givest us to do. 
and we will not ask thee to do our work, wherefor thou 
hast given us suf&cient strength; but we pray thee that 
with manly and womaaly might we may exercise the 
faculty's thou hast giien us, and do our work whilst it 
is yet called day. May there he in us such a rever- 
ence for thy being and those qualities which are thy- 
self, that every day we shall serve thee with blamele.ss 
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and nearer to the measure of tlie stature of a perfect 
man. When we turn from thy ways, and, hleeding, 
come back again, may we be taught (hereby to wander 
no more from the paths of righieousness, but evtr to 
journey in those ways which are pleasantness and lead 
to peace. So may thy kingdom come and thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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OTIIOU Infinite Power \ hom men call by vivy 
11^ r irnea but whose gi^ndeur Tiid who c lovo 
10 name expies^es and n ^ orl can tell 
Thou CreatiiL Ciuse of all Con erving Proiidence to 
each we flee unto thee, and would seek for ■» moment 
lo be con cicua of the sunlight of ihy presence that we 
mij lift up our soils unto thee ani till ourseliea with 
exceeding comfort inl tuipa aing strength We know 
tJat thou wilt draw neir unto us when we al o d aw 
near into thee Fatlier we think fhee that wh le 
heaven ind the heiven of heuem cannot lonta n 
th n ill trinacendent being yet thou live t and moi 
e'it ind worke t m all things that ate cauain^' guidng 
and ble «in^ all and each 

TVe tlink thee for the luely diy which thou pourest 
down on the expecting world giiingthe hilU and the 
valleys a foretaste of the tpriog that is to come We 
tl ank thee for the glories thou reveilest to the ^orld 
in dtikne^is where star after star travels m its far 
cou se or to the h iman ej is fver h^ed and ill of 
the e peak contautlly of tnv wislom and thj glory 
and shme by thy love s exceeding never-ending 1 gbt 
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We bless thee for the love which thou bearest to all 
the creatures which thou hast made. We thank thee 
that we know that thou art our Father and our Mother, 
and tenderly watchest over us in manifold and secret 
ways, bringing good out of evil, and better thence 
again, leading forward thy child from babyhood to 
manhood, and (he human race from its wild estate to 
fer transcending nobleness of soul. 

Father, we thank thee for the vast progress which 
mankind has made in the ages that are behind us. We 
bless Chee that truth is sti-onger than error, and justice 
breaks down every throne of unrighteousness, and the 
gentleness of love is far stronger than all the energy of 
wrath, and so from age to age gains (he victory over 
the savage instincts of wild men. 

We thank thee for the great men and women ivhom 
thou in all times hast raised up, the guides and tea<!hers 
nnto humbler-gifted men. We thank thee for the phi- 
losophers who have taught us truth, and for the great 
poets who have touched man's heart with the fire of 
heaven and stirred to noble deeps the human soul. We 
bless thee for those expounders of thy law whose con- 
science has revealed thine ever live ideas of justice, 
and who have taught them to men. We bless thee for 
those warm-hearted cliampions of mankind whose arms 
of philanthropy clasp whole nations to their heart, 
warmed with the noble personal life of such. Yea, 
we thank thee for those of great religious sense, who 
have taught mankind truer ideas of thee, and wisely 
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guided the souls of men, thereby controlling passion 
and leading thy children in piitlis of pleasaotness and 
of peace. We thank thee that in no land hast (Lou ever 
left thyself without a witness, and while material na- 
ture proclaim' thy glory, and day unto day uttereth 
speech, and night unto night showeth forth ihy praise, 
that our human nature still more largely proclaims thy 
greatness and thy goodness, and the presence of thy 
providence, watching over all. We thank thee for the 
goodly fellowship of prophets in all lands, and caUed 
by many names; for Ihe gloiious company of apostles, 
speaking in every tonj^ue, and the noble army of 
martyrs, whose blood, reddening the soil of Ihe whole 
world, has made it fertile for noble human purposes. 

And, while we Ihank thee for these, we bless thee 
al'io for the unrecorded millions of men of common 
faculties, who were the human soil whereon these trees 
of human genius Stood, and grew their leaves so shady 
and so green, and their fruit so sound and fair. O 
Lord, we Ihank thee for the humble lolling millions 
of men who earnestly looked for the light, and finding 
walked therein, passing upward and onward towards 
thy kingdom, blessed by thee. 

We thank thee for all the triumphs whicii mankind has 
achieved, by the few of genius or the many who have 
had faithful and earnest souls. We thank thcc for all 
of truth that is demonstrated in science, for all of beau- 
ty that is writ in poetry or stamped on the rock by art. 
We bless thee for what of justice is recorded in books. 
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or emboli 1 m m tLtulioi a d hiv "VVe (innk tl ee 
foi tl It ihiknthrcpy wlidi bsgrna 1o bit a the world 
and heie in o r own land achieves such noble woiks 
And we Ibiiik thee tor what we know of true rehg on 
of the pitty thai uarms the uin,rinost heirt in i the 
morality which keeps the laws which thou ha^t writ 

Wc bless thLt, tl it n thiB hnl all mtn are I ee to 
worship thee as they will or to clo*e the i eyef and 
look not at thme im ige no human scourge laid on their 
earnest fle^h Father we thank (hee for the great 
religious ideas whith have aprung down Irom heaven 
in our own diy unknown to ancient times ind foi the 
Lght which they shed along the [ ath of duty in the way 
even of transgieosion and toi the glorious hope wh ch 
they enkindle everywhere 

And while we thank ihee for these thin ^^ wepny 
thee that ne miy walk tiithful to the nature thou hist 
given UB and the 1 ght which has dawned down from 
heaven all around Pather we thank thee for the 
power of giatitude whch thou givest lo ihy ehildien, 
tor the joy which men lake m favcrs received from the 
liigSieat or the humblest of the earth and the far ex 
ceeding delight which comes to our soul from the con 
sciousne^s of receiving bles mga from thyself who 
givest to mankind o hberallj ■md upbraide t not, nor 
askest ever for our j,rititude but still art kind even to 
untlianktul and to wickel men 

Father we ble^s thee tor such is love us and those 
whom we love in the varying forms of affection, thank 
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givbt the wine of life to all of thy children, humliie or 
high. 

Father, when we suffer in our liearts, when our 
houses are hung with blackness, and the shadow of 
death falls on the empty seat of those dear and once 
neiir to us, we know that there is mercy in all that thou 
sendest, and through the darkn^s we behold thy light, 
and (hank thee for the lilies of Solomon that spring 
t'Ul of the ground which Death has burned over with 
h[B blackness and sprinkled with the ashes of our 

We remember before thee the variouo temptations 
nith which we are tried, praying thee that in the hour 
of passion the youtli may be strong and find himself 
a way of escape from its seducti^ e witchery ; and in 
the cold and more dangerous hour of ambition, when 
the maturer flesh so often goes astray, we pray thee 
that we may turn off from covetousness, from desire of 
power and vainglory amongst men, and keep our souls 
cleaQ and undefiled iu the midst of a world where sin 
and wickedness walk in the broad day. Father, withm 
our soul may there be such an earnest and strong love 
of the qualities of thy being that we shall keep every 
law which thou hast writ on our sense or in our soul, 
and Jo justly and Jove mercy and walk manfully with 
thee, doing our duty with nobleness of endeavor, and 
bearing such cross as time and chance, happening to 
all, may lay on us. St> may (by kingdom come and 
thy will be done on earth as it is ia heaven. 
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OTHOtJ Perpetual Presence, whom our hearts 
constrain us to bow down before, and delighted- 
ly to look up to, we would draw near to Ihee 
onc« more, secluding our spirits for a moment from all 
the noises of the world, and continue the psalm of our 
thanksgiving by aspirations of the soul that are higher 
and higlier yet. We know that thou rsmemberest us, 
nor neede.^t thou the music of our psalm nor the faint 
warbling of our prayer to stir thy fatherly and mother, 
ly heart to bestow upon us thy tender mercy and thy 
loving-kindnesa. Yea, we know (hat when earthly 
father and mother forget us and let us fall, thou 
takest us up, and in thy right hand bearest thy chil- 
dren forward ; uay, when in the wickedness of our 
heart or the frailty of our flesh we break thy laws 
and would hide our face from thee, thou still re- 
vealest thyself in ju'-tit.e and in love, and in secret 
ways overtakest us, lilte-t us up when we have fallen, 
and leadest us from oui enors and our sins. 

Thou Infinite One, we thank thee for the fairness 
and the beauty which thou poorest donn from the 
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heavens above our liead. We bless thee for tbe 
genial warmth which goes abroail iu the air this day 
from the golden shining of the sun. We thank thee 
for (he footsteps of Spring throughout our Northern 
land, giving new vigor to the cattle's grass, and causing 
hope to spring up with the fanner's slow-ascending 
com. We thank thee for the promise of the season, 
silent or musical, in all the tenants of the sky, and for 
the prophecy which begins to blassom fi'om many a 
tree, foretelling the glories of summer, and the ap- 
pointed weeks of harvest, which are yet to come. We 
thank thee for the ground under our feet, the great 
foodful earth, and the heavens above our head, and for 
the whole universe of worlds which thou hast created, 
and sualainest with thy presence, filliag all things with 
life, and enchanting the whole with order and beauty 
and love. We thank thee that by ways which as yet 
we know not, thou bringest many things to pass, and 
makest all this globe of lands, and these heavens, and 
the secret forces which are hid everywhere in ocean, 
land, and sky, to serve the great purposes of human- 
kind. We thank thee for the meaning that is con- 
cealed in every stone, or which flames out in the 
flowers of the field or the stars of heaven, teaching 
wisdom to all of thy thoughtful daughters and thy 

Father, we thank thee for the revelation which this 
outward world of nature makes of thyself, that above 
ns and about us there is continually thy presence, which 



Ho^duGooglc 



G6 

sliirif jii 1] e 'il«= Ot HI ht ini moves in the wind b) 
d ij ^nll grow in the ^m> , md all thing dolh per 
■vade We thank thi* that thj pro\idence watches 
ovei all the noild of matter ^^d the world of con 
acious life that ihou ordeiest all cf oui moyemeni's, 
and from the teginmng understandest the well prepared 
end makmg all things work together ior thy fanal pur 
pose of etei ml good 

We thank tjiee for the noble iiifure wliiih thou hast 
giveu unto man making us the master oier things un 
demeath our feet and above our bead, ind placing the 
elements in suhjeclion to us all iiound 

We think thee tor the tnumph of tioth over (.rror 
to Us slow, to thyself so suie We ble s thcc for 
eveiy woid of truth which has been spoken the wide 
world thiough for all of light which bumin con 
sciences hive perceived ind made into institutions 

We thank tbef for that love which aettetb the soli- 
tary m famdiea at the beginning, and then reaches 
wide arms all iround ind will not slaj its hold till 
It joms ill nitions and kindieda and tongues and peo- 
ple into one great family of love We bless Ihee for 
the noble men and women whose geneious heart his 
lit the altar lire of philanthropy m many i dark ind 
else benigli(eil place 

We thank thee for the unbidden failb which spring', 
up in out hearts, impelling us to trust Ihee and love 
thee and keep every comraindment of thine, md that 
while we know not what a day shall bung toith we 



Ho^duGooglc 



ares re of eieilistiDg life itilwliil our onn sirfngth 
IS 10 often weakness »e know lliat the ilim.hlincss ot 
thy wisdom thy po«er thy justice and thy love, is on 
every hving creature a ai !c and thou wilt hless every 
child of th ne infinite affectioii Father we think thee 
for the '■ilent progreaa of the true leligiou thit every 
where througkoiit the woild thou liiat thoae that wor 
ship thee, — 

Er*n thai m savage boroma 

There are long n^- jearnn^B str v ngs 

For tbe guod Ibct comprebc d not 

And tbe ffelile bands and helpl«cs 

Grop ng bl ndly n the darkneaa 

Tou li Ihv r ght ha d n that darkneea 

Ai d are I fted up a d stren^t! ened 

Father w e hie s thpe lor the d scipl ne of oui da ly 
life ind priy that by our e^p iien e we may glow 
wi er and noller hi.arlt'd that pro penty may teach 
us to he gfnerouf towaida all to be chaiitable (owaids 
such aa we ought to help and when sadness and ad 
Tersity come ever us may Ihey =till more soften our 
hearts while thej conlirin and slienglhen our will, and 
lift oui souis upward to an ampliation lor njbler and 
nobler virtues than we have hitherto attamed Id the 
midst of our sadne when crosses are laid on ub 
that are hard to bear and the biftei cup of disappoint 
ment la oftored to our lips and it may not pass away 
Oh, may our soul he «o stiong that with a valiant might 
we shall submit us to thee, and grow stronger and 
richer even by our sorrow and our loss, and come foilh 
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triuiupliant at last, with the crown of righteousness on 
our brows, and the certainty of acceptance with thee 
in our soul. Then, when thon hast completed thine 
earthly ivorlt with us, wilt thou lake us to thyself to be 
with thee forever and ever, brightening and brighten- 
ing towards the more perfect glory, as thou leadest us 
by thy spirit. So may thy kingdom corae, and thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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OTHOU Infinite One who dwelipst not onl> in 
temples m^de mth hials but art i j.i,rj tudl 
presence, living and moiing and Lavin^ fhy be 
ing in every star thit flowers above and eiery flowei 
that flames benetib we flee unio thee who iit always 
with us, and pray thai we may commune with thy spint 
face to face for i moment feeling thy presence with ub, 
and pouring out our gntitude unto thee and amid all 
tlie noises of earlh, may the still ^mall ioilc of thy 
spirit come into our soul, wakening our noblest faculties 
to new life, and causing the wings of the spirit to grow 
out on our mortal flesh. Thou Infinite One, we Hit 
our thoughts unto thee, our dependent souls constraining 
us unto thee, that we may rest us under the shadow of 
thy wings, and be warmed by thy love, and sheltered 
and blessed by the motherly tender mercy wherewith 
thou regardest all of thy children. We adore and wor- 
ship thee, calling thee by every name of power, of wis- 
dom, of beauty, and of love ; but we fenow that none 
of these caa fully describe thee to ourselves, for thou 
transcendest our utmost thought of thee, even as the 
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heavens transcend a single drop of dew which glitters 
in their many-colored light. 

We remember before thee (he manifold works of thy 
hand, and thy providence which hedges us in on every 
side. We thank thee for iLe genial warmth which is 
spread abroad along tbe sky, we bless thee for Ihe green 
grass growing for the cattle, anJ the new harvest of 
promise just springing from thp sod, foretelling bread 
for men in months to come. Father, we thauk thee 
for Ihe flowers, those laten prophets of Spring, which 
on all the New England hills now utter their fragrant 
foretelling of the harvest which one day shall hang 
from the boughs, and glitter and drop and enrich the 

Lord, we thank thee for the nation within whose 
borders the lines of our lot have heen cast We thank 
thee for oui: father", men of mighty faith, who came 
here and planted themselves in the wilderness, few in 
numbers and strangers in it, and yel not weak of heart, 
and lifting up valiant hands before thee. We thank 
thee for what truth they brought, what truth they 
learned, and all the noble heritage which is fallen to 
our hand-. 

We bless thee for every good institution in the midst 
of us, for schools and churches, for the unbounded op- 
portunity here in these Korthern Slates to develop the 
freedom of our limbs, and enjoy the liberty of our souls, 
wherewith thou makest all men free. 

We remember before thee our daily lives, and we 
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lliank thee for iLe bread we eat, the garments we put 
on, and the houses which more loosely clothe us, shel- 
tering from the summer's heat or the winter's cold. 

We bless thee for the dear ones who garment us 
about, sheltering us more tenderly and nearly. We 
bless thee for those who love us, and whom with an- 
swering love, we love back again ; those under the sight 
of our eye, or lifting up their prayer with us, and those 
far severed from the touch of our hand or the hearing 
of our voice. We thank thee for these blessed rela- 
tionships which set the solitary in families, making 
twain one, and thence manifold, beautifying the world 
with all the tender ties which join lover and beloved, 
husband and wife, parent and child, and with kindred 
blood and kindred soul joining many children, grown 
or growing, into one great family of love. 

Father, we thank thee for the great ideas of our own 
nature, and the revelation and inspiration which thou 
makest therein; for the grand knowledge of thyself, our 
Father and our Mother, full of infinite perfection, doing 
good (o each greatest and each smallest thing, and mak- 
ing all things work together for the good of each. O 
Lord, we thank thee for the knowledge which comes 
from the inspiration of thy spirit working in the human 
soul, and human souls obedient thereunto working with 

We remember our own daily lives before thee, and 
we mourn thai, gifted with a nature so large and sur- 
rounded with opportunities so admirable, we have yet 
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often stained our bodies with one soul's iransgression, 
and that unclean a.nJ. unholy sentiments have loilged 
within us, yea, nestled there and been cherished and 
brooded over by our consciousness. We lament that 
we Lave had within us feelings which we would not 
that others should bear towards us, and have done un- 
righteous deeds. We take shame lo ourselves for these 
things, and we pray thee that we may gather suffering 
thence and sorrow of heart, till we learn to cast these 
evils behind us, and live nobler and more natural lives, 
inward of piety, and outward of goodness towards alL 

We rcraember our daily duties before thee, the hard 
toil whith thou givest us in our manifold and various 
avocations, and we pray Ihee that there may be in us 
such a confidence in our nature, such earnest obedience 
to thee, we reverencing all thy quahties and keeping 
thy commands, that we shall serve thee every day, 
making all our life one great act of holiness unto thee. 
May our continuous industry be &o squared by the 
golden rule that it shall nicely fit with the interests of 
all with whom we have to do, and so by our handicraft 
all mankind shall be blessed. We remember the temp- 
tations tliat are before us, when passion from wiihin is 
alKed with opportunity from without, and that we have 
so ofien therein gone astray ; and we pray thee that 
the spirit of religion may be so strong within us that 
it shall enable us lo overcome evil and prove ourselves 
stronger from every trial. 

We remember the sorrows and the disappointments 
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we m t Vpai ind « jrij tl 1 tlu -jme spirit of re- 
ligion II dv 1ft u^ up vihea we are bowed down, and 
^itrtngtiien ua wi en we aie weik ■ind give joy of heart 
lo out iinei man when the muitil fleah weeps and our 
H e run doKu with tear lea, maj we then be con- 

o 1 of imraorial hie and httiiig up holy hearts, enjoy 
h it kingdom ot heai en wl ich is not meat and driuk, and 
1 ere on earth, by thf ^arioua steps ot joy and sorrow, 
may we mount up to that high dwelling-place where we 
taste those joys which the heart haili not conceived of, 
but which thy spirit and our own spirit create for every 
earnest and noble and aspiring soul. 

Lord, we remember before thee our country, and 
while we thank thee for the noble fathers and mothers 
who here planted this national vine, and blesa thee for 
the truth (hose men brought, and the justice which se- 
cures for us the liberty of our flesh and the freedom of 
our soulj — we remember aLiO the wickedness in high 
places, in our Northern lands and in many a Southern 
State, which is throned over the necks of the people. 
We remember the millions of our brother-men whose 
chained hands cannot this day be lifted up to thee, whose 
minds are dark with the ignorance we have forced upon 
them, and whose souls are in bondage because we have 
fettered theb" feet and manacled Iheir hands. Lord, 
we pray thee that the whole nation may suffer till the 
Church and State be ashamed of their wickedness, and 
the whole people rise in iheir majesty and cast out tliJs 
iniquity from the midst of us, and i 
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ti:e land as the waters cover the sea. And we pray 
lliee that in our humble way we may be useful in tliese 
great and good works, that our daily lives may be a 
gospel unto men, and tlie braye words that we speak 
and the noble sentiments that we cherish may be a 
prophecy of better things to come, which shall ring in 
the ears of the nation till they tingle and its heart also 
be touched. So may thy kingdom eome, and thy will 
be done on earth, as it is in heaven. 
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OTHOU Spirit wlio art everywliere, and watchest 
over ua in darkness and in light, we flee unto 
fhee, and for a moment would mingle our spirits 
with thine, remembering our weakness, and also our 
strength, rejoicing gratefully ia the good things thou 
hast given us, and lifting up manly aspirations towards 
thee, who every joint suppUeth and quickeneth our 
soul, and seeking consciously to atlain to a greater ex- 
cellence than we have yet achieved here on earth. We 
would Spread out our lives before thee, remembering 
our trials, our transgressions, our joys, and our sorrows, 
and any little triumph which we may have gained ; and 
from these things we would gather up the materials to 
light our sacrifice, tliat its flame may go up before tliee, in- 
cense from theallarsof earnest hearts. May the spirit of 
prayer guide us in our devotions, that we may be quick- 
ened by the dew of thine inspiration and warmed by the 
daylight of thy providence, so that we may bloom into 
beauty and bear fruit to perfection in our mortal life. 

We thank thee for thine infinite care and the provi- 
dence which thou exercisest over every great and every 
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1 tl]p th n^ for th ne \ "her hw wl h lul tbe 
grounl underi eatli our fptl and viherebj the moat 
ancient hnvens nre treflh anl strong LdiI thon 
ha«t numbered the hairs of our head and not a spar 
row falleth to the gtound save by thine infinite jrovi 
dence ble fmg the haiis uliicb th u bait numbered 
and m ng for the ^paiiow in its Jail 

Oui Fither we think thee for the world thou hist 
placed ua in We bless thee for the heavens over our 
hef d burning all night with eui,h \aritiu hre and all 
day pouring lov.a their ghd effulgence on (he ^round 
We thank tbee for the scarf of gi-een beauty with which 
thou mantlest the shoulders of the temperate world, and 
for all the hopes that there are in this foodful earth, and 
for the rich promise of the season about us on every 

We thank thee still more for ihe nature which thou 
hast given us, for these earthen houses of the flesh 
wherein we dwell, and for this atom of spirit, a par- 
ticle from thine own flame of eternity which thou hast 
lodged in the clay. 

We thank thee for the lai^ inheritance which has 
come down to us from other times. We bless thee that 
other men labored, and whilst thou rewarded them for 
their toil, that we also have entered into the fruit of 
their labors, and gsither where we have not strewed, 
and eat where we toiled not. 

We thank thee for the noble institutions which other 
days have bequeathed unto ua. We thank thee for 
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those great and godlj men, speaking in every tongue, 
inspired by tlij spirit, wlioin thou raisedst up from age 
to age, bearing wituess of the nobleneas of man's nature, 
and the nearness of thy love towards all the sons and 
daugliters of men, — their life a continual flower of 
piety on the earth, drawing men's eyes by its beauty, 
and stirring men's souls by the sweet fragrance of its 
heavenly flame. 

Most chiefly would we thank thee for him wbo in 
an age of darkness came and brought such marvellous 
light to the eyes of men. We thank thee for the 
truths that he taught, and the glorious humanity that 
he lived, blessing thee that he was the truth from thee, 
that he showed us the life that is in thee, and himself 
travelled before us the way which leads to the loftiest 
achievements. 

We thank thee for those whose great courage in 
times past broke the oppressor's rod and let the op- 
pressed go free. And we bless thee for the millions 
of common men, following (he guidance of their leaders, 
feithful to their spirit, and so lo thee, who went onward 
in this great human march, in whose bloody footsteps 
we gatlier the white flowers of peace, and lift up our 
thankful hands to thee. 

Father we thank thee for the men and women of 
great steadfastness of soul in our own times not less, who 
bear faithful witness against iniquity, who light the 
torch of truth and pass it from hand to hand, and sow 
the world with seeds whence in due time the while 
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flowers of peace shall also spring. "We thank thee 
that thy spirit is not holden, but tiiat thou pourest it 
out liberally on all who lift up earnest hearts unto thee. 
We thank thee for the great truths which are old, and 
the new truths also which are great, and for the light 
of justice, for the glories of philanthropy, which human 
eyes have for the first time in this age beheld. Lord, 
we thank thee that the glories which kiuga and prophets 
waited for have come down to us, and thou Last revealed 
unto babes and sucklings those truths which other ages 
yearned for and found not. 

O Thou who art Father and Mother to the civilized 
man and the savage, who with equal tenderness lookest 
down on thy sinner and thy saint, having no child of 
perdition in thy miglity human family, we remember 
before thee our several lives, thanking thee for the joys 
that gladden us, the work which our hands find to do, the 
joy of its conclusion, and the education of its process. 

We are conscious of our follies, our transgressions, 
our stumblings by the way-side, and our wanderings 
from the paths of pleasanlnesa and peace. We know 
how oflen our hands have wrought iniquity, and our- 
selves have been mean and cowardly of heart, not 
daring (o do the right which our own souls told us of; 
and we pray thee that we may suffer from these things, 
till, greatly ashamed thereof, we turn off from them and 
live glorious and noble lives. 

We thank thee, O Father, for those who make music 
about our fireside, whose countenance is a benediction 
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on our daily Itread, fairer to us than ihe flowers of carlli 
or the stars of heaven. We thank thee for tliose newly 
bom into this world, bringing the fragrance of heaven 
in the infant's breath ; and if we dare not thank thee 
when our dear ones are born out of liiis world, and are 
clothed with immortality, yet we thank thee that the 
eye of our faiti can follow (hem still to that land where 
all tears are wiped from every eye, and the only change 
is from glory to glory. 

We thank thee for the joy and satisfaction which we 
have attained to in our knowledge of thee, that we are 
sure of thy perfection, and need not fear anything which 
man can do unto us. Tea, we thank thee that, through 
red seas of peril, and over sandy wastes of temptation 
where no water is, the pious soul still goes before us, a 
light in the darkness, a pillar of cloud by day, to guide 
us to the rock that is higher than we, and to place our 
feet in a lai^e place, where there are fulness of joy and 

Thou who art infinite in thy power, thy wisdom, and 
thy love, — who art the God of the Christian, the Hea- 
tlien, and the Jew, blessing all mankind which thou hast 
made to inhabit the whole earth, — we thank thee for all 
thy blessings, and pray that, mindful of our nature and 
thy nearness to us, we may learn to live to the full height 
of the faculties which thou hast given us, cultivating 
them with such large and generous education that we 
shall know the truth and it shall make us free, that we 
may distinguish between these ever-living commaiid- 
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menta of thine and the traditions of men, that we may 
know what )3 right and follow it day by day and con- 
tinually, (hat we may enlarge still more the affections 
that are in us, and travel in our pilgrimage from those 
near at hand to (hose needing our help tar off, and so 
do good to all mankind, and that there may be in u^ 
such religious trust that all our daily work shall be one 
great act of servic« and as sacramental as our prayer. 
Thus may we be strengiliened in the inner man, able 
at all times to acquit us as good soldiers in the warfare 
of life, to run and not be weary, to walk and never 
faint, and to pass from glory to glory till we are trans- 
figured at last into the perfect image of thy spirit. 
Then, wlien thou hast finished tliy work with us on 
earth, when the clods of the valley are sweet to our 
weary frame, may our soul go home to thee, and so 
may we spend eternity in the progressive welfare which 
thou appointest for thy children. And here on earth 
may the gleams of that future glory come upon us in 
our mortal life, clearing up the difficult paths and 
strengthening our heai't when it is weak wiiliin us. So 
may thy kingdom come and thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. 
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OTHOU Infinite Spirit, who occupies! all space, 
who guidest all motion, thyself unchanged, and 
art the life of all that hves, we flee unto thee, in 
whom we also live and move and have our being, and 
would reverence thee with what is highest and holiest in 
our soul. We know that thou art not to be worshipped 
as though thou neededst aught, or askcdst the psalm 
of praise from our lips, or our heart's poor prayer. O 
Lord, the ground under our feet, and the seas which 
whelm it round, the air which holds them both, and 
the heavens sparkling with many a fire, — these are a 
whisper of the psalm of praiae which creation sends 
forth to thee, and we know that thou askest no honuige 
of bended knee, nor heart howed down, nor heart up- 
lifted unto ihee. But in our feebleness and our dark- 
ness, dependent on tbec for all things, we lift up our 
eyes unto thee ; as a little child lo the father and mother 
who guide him by their hands, so do our eyes look up 
to thy countenance, O Thou who art our Father and 
our Mother too, and bless thee for all thy gifts. We 
look to the infinity of thy perfection with awe-touched 
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heart, aiiil we aJore the Publimity wliicli we cannot 
comprehend. We bow down hefore thee, and would 
renew our sense of .gratitude and quicken still more 
our cerlainty of trust, till we feel ihee a presence close 
to our heart, and are so strong in the heavenly confi- 
dence that nothing earthly can disturb us or make us 
fear. 

Father, we thank thee for this beautiful day which 
thou hast given us, for the glory which walks over our 
heads through the sky, for the pleasing alternation of 
light and shade, and all the goi^eous beauty wherewith 
thou clothesl the Summer in her strength, making her 
lovely to the eyes of men. Father, we thank thee that 
thou never failest to thy world, but sheddest dew on 
meadows newly mown, and rainest down thine inspiration 
from the clouds of heaven on every little grass and 
every mighty tree. Father, we thank Ihee that thou 
feedest and earest for all thy creatures, the motes that 
people the sunbeams, and Ihe sparrows which fall not to 
the giound but by thy providence, protecting with thy 
hand the wandering birds of summer, and the wander- 
ing slars of heaven, holding them all in the golden 
leash of thy love, and blessing everything which thou 
hast made. 

Thou Infinite One, we thank thee for thy precious 
providence, which is new every morning and fresh every 
evening and at noonday never fails. O Thou whom 
no name can tell, whom all our thoughts cannot fully 
comprehend, we rejoice in all thy goodness ; we thank 
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thee that from seeming evil thou still educest good, and 
better thence again, and better still, in thine own infiaif* 
progression, leading forward and upward every creature 
which thou hast made. 

We thank thee for our body, this handful of dust so 
curiously and wonderfully framed together. We bless 
thee for (his sparkle of thy fire that we call our soul, 
which enchanU the dust into thoughtful human life, 
and blesses us with so rich a gift. We iLank thee 
for the varied powers thou hast given us here on 
earth. We bless thee for the far-reaching mind, which 
puts all things underneath our feet, rides on the winds 
and the wafers, and lames the lightning into useful ser- 
vice. We thank thee for the use and the beauty which 
our thoughtilil minds create, the grass of use for hum- 
ble needs, the bread of beauty for loftier and more 
aspiring powers. We ihank thee for this conscience, 
whereby face to face we commune with thine everlast- 
ing justice. We thank thee for the strength of will 
which can overpower the weakness of mortal flesh, 
fane danger and endure hardship, and in all things 
acquit us hke men. 

Thou who art the King of Love, we thank thee 
fur these genial affections which knit us lo our kind. 
We bless thee for the love which sets the solitary in 
families, which makes one of twain, and thence many 
more, born from love, and growing up to kindred love 
agdin. We thank thee for the kindly sentiment which 
brings to pass the sweet societies of friendship, of kine- 
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folk and acquaintance, the joy of neighhorhoodi. the 
wide companionship of nations ; and for tliat philan- 
thropy, which, transcending the narrow bounda of indi- 
vidual life, of family, kinship, neighborhood, and nation, 
goes round the world, looking fur the ignorant to teach 
them, for the needy ti> fill them with bread, and for the 
opprC'f'ied to iet them free. 

Thou Infinite One, who hast poured out treasures 
more golden yet, we thank thee for this religious sense, 
whereby we know thep, and, amid a world of things 
that perish, lay fast hold on thysel£ who alone art 
steadfast, without be^nnmg of days or end of years, 
forever and forever still the same. We thank thee that 
amid all the darkness of time, amid joyi that deceive 
us and pleasures (hat cheal, amid the transgressions 
we commit, we ean still lift up our hands to thee, and 
draw near Ihee with our heart, and thou hlessest us still 
with more than a father's or a mother's never-ending 

O Lord, we thank thee for these bodies, we bless thee 
for this overmastering soul, which only quits the flesh 
to dwell with thee in greater and more glorified mag- 
nificence forever and forever. We thank Ihee for those 
of past times or our own day who have brought to 
human consciousness the greatness of our nature, the 
nearness of thy presence, and the certfunty of thy love. 
We bless thee for those whose words have taught, whose 
living breath still teaches us wiser desires, simpler man- 
ners, grander truths and loftier hopes, and chiefliest of 
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all for those whose lives reveal to lis so much Chat U 
human that we dap our hands and call it divine. 

Our Father, we pray thee that we may use the 
blessings Ihou hast given us, and never once abuse 
them. We would keep our bodies enchanted still with 
handsome life, wisely would we cultivate the intellect 
which thou hast throned therein, and we would so live 
with conscience active and will so strong that we shall 
fix our eye on the right, and, amid all the diitreas and 
troubli", the good report and the evil, of our mortal life, 
steer straightway there, and bate no jot of human 
heart or hope. We pray thee that we may cultivate still 
more these kindly hearts of ours, and faithfully perform 
our duty to friend and acquaintance, to lover and he- 
loved, U) wife and child, to neighbor and nation, and to 
ail mankind. May we fee! our brotlierhood to the 
whole human raee, remembering that nought human 
is strange to our fleah but it kindred to our soul. Our 
Father, we pray that we may grow continually in true 
piety, bringing down everything which would unduly 
exalt itself, and lifting up what is lowly within us, till, 
though our outward man perish, yet our inward man 
shall be renewed day by day, and within us all shall 
be fair and beautiful to thee, and without us our daily 
lives useful, our whole consdousness blameiest in thy 
sight. When new blessings are born to us in the body, 
when kindred souls are born out from the body to the 
kingdom of heaven, may we accept thy varying dispen- 
sation, which on the one hand gives and on the other 
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takus awaj, and still Iriumphdnllj exclaim, It is thy 
hand, O God ! Tea, >,o may we live on earth that our 
daily toil shaJl renew a ngbt spuit within us, that the 
temptations of business shall open the eye of our con- 
science that we may '^ee justice and conform our will 
thereto, and our heart grow warmer and wider tvery 
day, and our confidence in thee =0 firm and absolute 
that it cannot change and will not be afraid. Father, 
help us to Know thee as thou art, to understand thee as 
thou revealest thyself in this world that i't about us, a« 
thou hast spoken through mightiest men in other days, 
and still more to read that older as that newest Scrip- 
ture ever written on our soul, Ihal we may know thee 
in thine infinity, perfect in thy completeness, and com- 
plete in thy perfections. And whilst we know thee 
and love thee, may we overcome every fear of chance 
or change, every fear of disaster and storm and fate. 
Thus may thy kingdom come, and ao thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
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OUR Father who ai-t in heaven, and on earth, and 
everywhere, who dweileit not only in houses 
made with hands, hiit hast thy dwelling-place 
wherever a human heart lifts up a prayer to Ihee, we 
would flee unio thee, and, gathering up our spirits from 
the cares and the joys and the sorrows of life, would 
commune with thee for a moment, that so we may be 
made stronger for every duly and more beautiful in 
thy sight. May thy holy spirit rest upon us, and pray 
with us in our morning prayer, leaching us what things 
we should ask, and how to pray thee as we ought. 

O Thou who art everywhere, and fillest all the world, 
we thank thee for the freshness and beauty of this sum- 
mer's day. We thank thee for the fair broad world 
wherein thou castest the Unes of our earthly lot, for the 
sky above us, burning all night with starry fire, for the 
splendor which gladdens the gat«s of morning and of 
evening, and the beauty which by day possesses the 
heavens with its serene presence, adorning the figure 
of every cloud. We thank thee for the ground under 
our feet, for the green luxuriance that is spread on all 
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the hills and fields, for the rich liavTest now yielding fo 
the mower's scythe, to be swept inlu his crowded barns ; 
and that other harvest, a wave-offering of bread for 
man, or which hangs abundant^ growing or ripening, 
from many a tree all round the land. For these thiDgs 
we bless Ihee, remembering it is thou who fulfiUest the 
wants of every living thing, opening thy hand and 
satisfying thy children with needed bread. We bless 
thee likewise for the beauty which unasked for springs 
up by the way-side, and broiders every human path, or 
wliich thou givest us the power to produce from out the 
cold hard ground. "We thank thee for the lilies and 
the roses which grow obedient to the gardener's 
thoughtful call, beautifying the fields and adorning 
many a house ; and bless thee for thy loving-kind- 
ness which scatters wild roses along every rural path 
and about the margin of many a pond, and on the 
borders of every sluggish stream plants thy lilies, 
wherewith the enamored water, pausing in the beauty 
of its course, wantons, as it were, upon its handsome 
shores. Thou Infinite One, we thank thee that thou 
revealest thyself not only in books writ with huraaa 
pens, but in all the stars above, in every blade of grass, 
in every fruit and flower which the gardener's thought- 
ful care produces from the ground, or in these, the 
roses and lilies which thy beneficent hand profusely 
scatters by many a pond and long-lingering stream. 

We remember before thee our own hves, and thank 
thee for these bodies so hopefully and wonderfully made. 
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and thetie oter maslern|r ouls nh b e chant a. hand 
fill of d s o 1 Y ng h k n id vor h pping frtme'i 
of mat e lUt are so -i -i ed w h Ua e ly 1 f We 
bless thee f r our da Ij work h h feeds a d clothea 
oil bod e a d thoUj,h e i^k t not wh ch atructa 
our iin ier and gad elevates oui earnest co science 
and I ea t nd soul 

^ e en ember b fore thee ho e tl at arc ne r and 
dear o u bone of ou bone ind He h of ur fie h 
whose vjpeeesajy nl who e tec 11 t on 
IS a bleo.. ng to our he irt O L d we rememl r be 
fore tl ee tho e ho e fle h ll c grive h de from our 
eyes but wl o a e 1 11 1 fe of ou 1 fe w 1 of o r soul 
those who h^ e c i pd f om their labo s a d 1 a e gone 
home to tl y n ore ini mate prese ce reju c ng ind ad 
vane g t o u glory to glory 

We remember betore thee the tnals thou givest us, 
and the temptations, often too strong for us to bear, and 
we pray thee that we may rouse up every noblest 
(ktuky in us, and so live that though our outward 
man should perish, the inward man may be renewed 
day by day, advancing towards the measure of the 
stature of a perfect man. Father who art in heaven, 
Mother who art near us always, we pray thee that 
there may be such religious faithfulness in us that not 
only the prayer of our Sunday morning shall be ac- 
cepiable to thee, but all the work of our daily life be 
blameless and beautifuJ, holy as a sacrament, and a con- 
tinual service unto tbee. May there be such confidence 
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in fhee, suet love of thee, and sucL fidclify towards 
thee, that we shall bring down every high thing which 
exalts itself, and make every member of our body and 
every faculty of our soul to serve Ihee in our joy, and 
serve thee in our toil, and even in our sorrow and our 
sighing to serve thee not the less. 

Our B'ather, who art of purer eyes than to behold 
iniquity, who blessest all of thy children, we remember 
before thee the great country in which ihou ha?t cast 
the lines of our lot. We thank thee for the broad land 
thou liast given us, the mighty seas which are tributary 
to our thought ; we bless thee for the vast multitude of 
people, and the great riches which our hands have won 
from the soil under our feet, from the waters that are 
round us, from the air that is over our head, and the 
mines which are bid in the bosom of the ground. 

We remember before thee the days of our small 
things, and we thank fhee for those pilgrims who were 
moved with such greatness of piety that they refused to 
obey the wickedness of men. We thank thee that thou 
sustained them when they went from their own land, that 
thou wert with them in all their perils, and didst bring 
them out of deep waters and- plantedst their feet here 
in a large place. We thank thee for the vine which 
here our fathers planted where they hewed the wilder- 
ness away ; .we bless thee that they tended it with Iheir 
prayers, and watered it with their tears, and defended 
it also with their blood. We thank thee for those pa- 
triots who drew the sword in the day of extreme need. 
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who p i fi g! t Ihe 1 e f the al e hr gli 
wlo B omla we are he led and who e blona smo e 
by tt e r r „ht 1 \ d ha (, ro ght for us o r p 1 1 cal 
relcnito Faihe ve tha k tl ee for tie omen 
who e il q t eje 1 oked on a 1 e cour<ij, 1 the 
1 a 1 e fle 1 of father 1: otl er 1 sband lo er or 

And now , Lord, we hie s thee for the fa r n^t tut ons 
which they founded here. We thank thee for what of 
freedom we enjoy in the state, for all of eiiucation 
which conies from wide-spread schools, for the in- 
struction which the unbridled pre°s furnisher for all. 
We thank thee for what of justice i* made law, for all 
of right which haa become the common custom of the 
people, for the happiness which has ensued to us alL 

But, Lord, with shame and weeping, we lament the 
sins which thy people have committed against thee ; thai, 
with all the blessings of other days gathered in our 
arms, with all the strength of holy iuatitutiona and of 
great ideas enlarging our consciousness, we are still a 
people so proud and so wicked, who tread thy law un- 
derneath unholy feet. Father, we mourn (hat we have 
trodden the needy down to the ground, that we have 
broken the poor to fragments and ground them to the 
dubt, and on the day of the nation's jubilee we mourn 
thai the hands of millions of men are chained together, 
and their minds are fettered by ignorance. Yea, Lord, 
we take shame and confusion of face to oui-sehes that 
we suffer this monstrous sin to linger in the midst of us. 
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making the nations face gatlitr blitkncsa in its walk 
on eirth We moum that our lulers aie base, and the 
prajer ot the jeofle has become &n abomination before 
thee, because of our wickcdnesi and the opprea'^ion 
with "Bhieh we have lorlurel the weake'-t ot m^n 
We will not ask thee to ia\p us in our sina lo free 
us from the consequence o( uron^ while we fold the 
evil m our mistaken iiras but we pray thee that we 
maj be ifiliLted m our ba'*ket ail 'itore that out great 
men may be vanity and our goveinor^- a lie till we re 
pent cf our wickedne s and put away the e^il fiom tl e 
midst of us. 

O Thou Infinite One, who hast given ua slreogth 
proportioned to our need, mo pray that we may use 
the facuKies thou hast ^ven us to overcome the evil 
that lies before us in our path. May our minds devise 
the right way, our conscience point to us the justice 
whifh we should follow, and our hands work out our 
own redemption, even aa thou eommandest is every 
bone of our body and every faculty of our aou!. So 
may we aerre our nation better even than our fathers, 
the pati'iols or the pilgrims, being faithful to the light 
of our day and generation, and waiting whither thou 
wouldst have us to go. So may li^'ht come forth, and 
beauty and holiness cover the whole land, and peace 
and joy and righteousness be the po'^session of ui all. 
Thus may thy kingdom come and thy wilt be done on 
earth as it ia in heaven. 
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OUK Fither who art m heaven, and on earth we 
ihink thee that in hou-.ea made wilh hands, and 
ewijnheie, thou revealest ihjaelf to thy chil 
dren, and we flee unto thee mlh our psalm of Itdnki- 
gumo and our words ot piijer, to bless thee for ill 
that thou give>f, and (o quicken our souls in heavenly 
^^plntlon, that while thou drnnett near unto us we 
may draw near unto thee, and in thee li¥e and move 
and have our being May the words of oui mouths 
and llie meditilions of oui heaits be atceplable in 
tiiy Bight Lord, our Stiengtli and our Redeemer 

We (hank thee for all the biesaings thou give?t us, 
for llie ground beneath our feet, and the lLed\ens over 
our hrad, for the =iin nhi^'h gently parts the morning 
clou 1-. wil from his golden um jiours down the hand 
-ome diy all round our northern land, ind for the mill- 
ion ejei of heaven which all night look down upon a 
slumbering world, full of thine own wisdom, and la Lit- 
mg thy lo^e, which never slumbeis and doth not sleep 
We thank thee that thy spiiit, which animates niture 
with its overflowing currents, ills also the heart and 
sou! of man. 
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We thank thee for all tho gond which thou dufst to 
us, tor thj loving-kiiidiiLSS and thy teiiJer mercy, which 
are OTer all thy works. We thiuik thee Ihat thou 
takeit care of oxen, and hast thine own thought for 
every great and every little thing which thine faaDds 
have made. We bless thee that we can both lay us 
down and sleep in safety, and when we wake tliat we 
are RtiH with thee. We thank thee for thine infinite 
knowledge and thy power, wherewith thou crealedsC 
the all of things, forfseeing the end before the be- 
ginning y«t wa-, and making aU things work together 
for the good of all and each. We tliank thee that we 
know that thou boldest the universe like a violet plant 
in thine hand, warmest it into life with thy brfalh, and 
inspirest it with thine own beauty, and blessest it with 
thyself. We thank ihee that thou watchest over the 
course of human affair;., and bringest good out of evil, 
light out of darkness, and continually leadest forward thy 
children, step by step, from the low state wherein thou 
wert pleased to create mankind, to higher and higher 
heights of nobleness, as thou developeat thy children to 
youth, to manhood, yea, to ihe measure of the stature 
of a complete and perfect man. We thank thee that 
thou hast nowhere left thyself without a witness, but 
everywhere makest revelations of thyself, where day 
unto day uttereth speech of thee, and night unto night 
showeth knowledge ; jea, where (here is no other voice 
nor language, thou, Lord, speakeat in thine infinite wis- 
dom and thy boundless love. We thank thee for the 
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pre eiiLti of thv holj ^jnit ev jwheie ihil thou per- 
sm ivelj knockest it e\erj closed heirl and latj open 
scula comest like the sweetness ot morning preading 
th re the dpli^jht of truth ind piely ajsd loying-kiod- 
ness and lender mercy too 

l\e thank thee that whde we are sure of thy pro- 
tecting care thy cauail providence which foresees all 
th ng', we can hear the sotiows of this world and do 
11 dut e and endure its nianifijld and heavy cross. 
Vi t, tl auk ihee thil when distress comes upon us, and 
uui morlal schemes ^ ini h into thin air, wc know there 
la onielhing sohd which «e can lay hold of ind not 
h\. tru trate in our hopes lea, we think tliee that 
when death bieak aaundei the knler thread of life 
n hereon our family jeue! are strung, and the precious 
lua s of oui affection tall trora our arm or neck, we 
knDw thou tikeat them 11 d elsewheie givcst them 
a heiielily setting, wherein ihej hine before the light 
ol tiiy piesence is moin ng lara, brightening and 
biightening to more perfect glory as they are trans- 
fi^uied Ij ih ne own almighty power 

We thank thee foi all the tiuth nhich the Ireim of 
tne ha brought to us fiom mnnj a land and every 
ij,e We thank thee tor the noble examples of human 
natuie which thou hast raised up, that in times of dark- 
I c s there a e wise men, in times of doubt there ai'e 
iiim men and in every peiil there stand up heroes of 
the ul to teach ua feebler men our duty, and to lead 
till of thj clnldren lo trust in thee. Father, we thank 
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thee fhaf the .-eed of righteousness is never lost, hut 
through man)- a deluge is carried safe, fo make the 
wildernesi to bloom and blosaom with lieauty evpr fra- 
grant and e\er npw, and the desert hear eorn for men 
and aualam the souls of the feehle when they faint. 

We thank thee for that noblest ornament and fairest 
reTelation of the nature of man whom thou didst once 
send on tlie earth to seek and to f^ave that which was 
lost. We thank thee that he withstood the sin and 
iniquity of his time, that he was the friend of publicans 
and sinners, that he broke the yoke of the oppressor 
and let the oppressed go free. We thank thee that he 
respected not the position of men, but wa'f a friend to 
all the friendless, and the blessing of those ready to 
perish fell on his head. Father, we thank thee that he 
lifted up that which was fallen down, and bound that 
which was bruised, and was a fether to the fatherless, 
and the savior of us all. Tea, Lord, we thank thee for 
his temptations and his agoniett, for his trials and his 
bloody cross, and for all his perils so manfully borne, 
and the crown of human homage and divine reverence 
which thou didst set on his head, defiled once by a 
crown of thorns. And while we thank thee for these 
things, O Lord, we pray that the same human nature 
may be active in our heart, and a like heroism bear 
fruit in our daily hves. 

Father, we thank thee for every good institution of 
the church which has brought life and loving-kindness 
unto men. We thank thee for the great saints and 
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ID ■It J r who p limp ae L eloll w rl m tip 
woiM'' moutb and il=o ioi tho e unnurabpred m] 
unnamt 1 who Willi Lommon talents have done gieat 
=ciTice fcr nn kind who e h ly hfe thou h-i t lie' ed 
Iw all the "Olid We rpraember (hPae before thee 
ind thank thee ior thp prajei'' and the toils the tears 
the blool and the manlv and womanly endeavoi 
whertby the wiidernei hi^ been made to bloasom as 
lie roa*> and the great victories of humankind have 
be n achieved for u 

O Thou who art our Father and our Motlipr not the 
Ic ? we rempmber ihe t, thmgs, and we pour out our 
hparis in [adlm of gMlitude and ascending pra)**! of 
think giving unto thee TVe reinember our oun Incs 
the line ot our lot cast lu this pleasant hud ind 
we pray thee that we may faithfully do everj dutj 
which the age demand ot us Jnhentmg so m iph 
lium time" pist quickenil bj the in'piiation ot »reat 
nipn and still more fpeling thee 1 presence not to be 
jut bT evpr near to oiii heart — we pf\j thee that 
there may be such rehgioueness of soul within us that 
we shall make every daj a Loids day and ill oui 
work a gieat sacriment of communion with thy spint 
We pray thee thit we may lay a=ide ever> weight and 
tor ake the ina which do most ea=dy beset u and run 
the r^ce that is befoie us j lesaing forward to the glon 
0U3 prize which thou appointest for thy children. So 
may thy kingdom come and thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. 
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JANUARY 10, 1368. 

OTHOU Infinite Perfection, who art the soul of 
all things that are, we would lift up our spirits 
and gather up our hearts, and feel !hy presence, 
and have thee as on abiding hght ia our tabernacle. 
We would thank thee for all tlie blessings thou givest 
ns, imd liy precious providence whereby we live. We 
know that thou needest no prayer of ours to stir thee 
to do us good, but in the midst of things changing and 
passing awiiy, our heart and our soul cry out for thee, 
the ever living and true God. In the moment of our 
adoration, while we worship thee by our prayer, may 
we so strengthen ourselves tliat we shall serve thee all 
our lives, by a daily work which is full of obedience to 
thee and trust in thy perfection. 

We thank thee for the world of matter whereon we 
live, wherewith our hands are occupied, and whereby 
our bodies are builded up and tilled with food and 
furnished with all things needful to enjoy. We thank 
thee for the calmness of Night, which folds thy children 
iu her arms, and rockest them into peaceful sleep, and 
when we wake we thank thee that we are still with 
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thee. We bless thee for the heavens over our head, 
arched witli lovelines-f, and starred with beauty, speak- 
ing ever in the poetry of imfure the psalm of life which 
the spheres chant before thee to every listening soul. 

We thank thee for this greater and nobler world of 
spirit wherein we live, whereof we are, whereby we are 
strengthened, upheld and bles=ed. We thank thee for 
the wondrous powers which thou hast given to man, 
that thou hast created him for so great an estate, that 
thou hast enriched him with such noble faculties of 
mind and conscience and heart and soul, capable 
of such continual increase of growth and income 
of inapiralion from thyself. We thank thee for the 
wise mind, fur the just conscience, for the loving heart, 
and the soul which knows thee aa thou art, and eatere 
into communion with thy spirit, rejoicing in its blessing 
from day to day. 

We ihank thee for noble men whom thou hast raised 
up in all time, for the great minds who bring Ihy truth 
to human consciouaness, and thereby make maakind 
free. We thank thee for good men who do justly, and 
love mercy, and walk humbly with thee, visiting the 
fatherless and the widows in their affliction, and keep- 
ing themselves unspotted from the world, which they 
feed and bleaa with occasional charity and ever con- 
tinuous toil and thought, Lord, we thank thee for 
those who love thee with all their understanding and 
their heart, and, loving thee thus, love also their neigh- 
bors as themselves ; who overtake those that wander 
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frum fliP « \y ot tiutli who litt up ilie tillea, who lie 
eyes to the bhtid and fi,et to llit: Lmi,, onJ ahength 
and sahatioo to '^ucli as ate leady to periah 

We tbiak Ihpe th^t while »e are brothers and enters 
to eath othei, thou art FitLer ini Mother to us all, and 
■when earthly parents forsake and let us fall, when our 
own kinsfolk and acquaintance turn from ua, thou wilt 
hold us up and in nowise let us fall. 

We remember before thee our daily lives, the duties 
thou givest us to be done, and we pray thee that we 
may have manly and womanly strength to do whatso- 
ever our duty requires, and to bear any cross that is 
laid upon us, how hard and grievous soever to be borne. 
We remember before thee the joys thou givest us, and 
we pray thee that while our own heart is filled witJi 
gratitude to thee for the blessings which our hamls have 
wrought, or have fallen as an inberitance to our lot, we 
may run over with loving-kindness and tender mert-y to 
our feUow-raen. 

O Lord, we remember ihe sorrows with which thou 
triest us, which make our eyes run down with tears, 
and we pray thee that there may be in us such serenity 
of trust in thy providence that every tear shall be 
changed to a far-prospecting glass, wliereby distant 
glories shall be brought near, and things seemingly 
small shine out in their real grandeur before our eyes, 
and ourselves be comforted even by the affliction thou 
givest us, and grow strong by what else would weaken 
heart and soul. 
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We pray ihee that iIipfp may be in us a pure and 
blameless piely, wbich, knowing Ihee in thine infinite 
perfection, loves thee with all our understanding and 
our heart and our soul : and po loving thee, may we 
keep every law whieh thou wrileit on our material 
bodies, or in our spiritual soul, and live blameless and 
beautiful in thj sight, doing the duties of time, yet 
coDscious of eternity, and so in a little time fulfilling a 
great time, and journeying ever forward and upward, 
till we are transformed into that perfect image of thy- 
self, when thy truth is our thought, thy justice is our 
will, and thy love is (he law of our daily If as w 
from glory to glory. So lead ua forwa 1 h gh th 
varying good and ill of this life, and, alt wh w 
have finished our course on earth, and th Id f th 
valley are sweet to our perishing ilesh tl w 1 th 
clothe us with the garments of immort 1 ty d f k 
«s to thyself, ever in an ascending march to go higher 
and higher in those glories which eye hath not seen, 
nor ear heard, nor the heart of man conceived of in its 
highest golden dream. So may thy kingdom come and 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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JANUAET 31, 1858. 







TJR Father who 
everywhere 
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needest not the psalm 
ing prayer to stir thy 
our weakness do we d 
treated, and so ask th 
know it is for ua to d 
present with us, about 
Thou Perpetual Prese 
kindnpss and fender m 



nd on earth, and 

1 rememberest us, 

throne, and thou 
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>ot sometimes in 

1 needest to he en- 

h to us ; but we 

h e, who art ever 

and within. 

h e for thy loving- 

ousnesa of which 

y he recollection of 

do, the joys 



our daily lives, the wrong deeds 
hght in, the duties that are hard to he done, and the 
high hopes that kindle heaven within our heart ; and 
while we muse on these things for a moment, we would 
so adore and worship thee in our praj er that we may 
serve thee always in our daily life. 

Father, we thank thee for the material world which 
thou lia'ft placed all around us, underneath, and overhead. 
We thank thee for the sun, which across the wintry land 
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pours out the beauty of the ^clilen diy cljetkermg the 
ye'ii with exLeeding loveliness We l!nnk thee for the 
DLght visited with tioops of star-, and for the moon 
which wilfca in brighlneas from the East to the West, 
gladdening the eyes of nikeful men We thank thee 
for the wondrous u-.e there is in this miternl world, 
which feeds and shelters with house and raiment onr 
mortal flesh, which is kind with medicines to our van 
OQS ailments, and furnishes maiutold tools lor our toil 
and thoiighL 

We thank thee for the greater world ot spirit, 
wheieof thou hast ere tied ua in thine own image and 
likeness, vested with immortality having here a tore- 
taste of everlasting lift We thdiik thee for oar body, 
so curiously \ni wonderfully made and for the apint, 
which far tr^n&cends this vast matenal world We 
thank thee for the mind, which loves use ind beauty 
and truth , tor this conscience which would know right, 
and the overmastering will which would do it all our 
daya We bless thee for the affections, which join us 
to some bright particular star, or tie us to some pleasant 
nook of earth ; which ally us with the animals about us, 
and most tendeHy do find their home in father and 
mother, in lover and beloved, husband and wife, parent 
and child, and all the sweet companionships which glad- 
den our earthly loving heart. We bless thee for the 
feeling infinite, the religious soul which thou hast planted 
in us, of higher kinship than the mind, the conscience, 
or the earthly affections ; yea, we thank thee for this 
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soul, wiiich without searching can iind out ihee, and 
hold communion with thee at our own sweet will, re- 
ceiving blessed insi)iration from thy presence, which is 
not to be put by. 

We thank thee for the relation which thou hast estab- 
lished between (hat world of matter which is without us 
and this world of spirit which ia within ; and we thank 
thee that while material nature furnishes food and shel- 
ter, instruments and healing to our mortal flesh, it hke- 
"wise furnishes far higher things to mind and conscience, 
and to heart and soul. Tea, we bless thee that thou 
hast made all things work together for good ; that while 
we are striving with prayer and toil for daily bread, 
thou givest us also the bread of life, and feedest us 
with spirit's food, and so nursest us upward till we 
grow to the measure of the stature of a complete and 
perfect man. Lord, what is man that thou art mindful 
of him ? Thou hast created him a little lower than the 
angels, and hast crowned him with glory and honor and 
immortality, and hast put all things underneath his feet. 

We remember oui' daily lives before thee, the wrong 
things which we have done, and the unholy thoughts 
and evil emotions which we have not only suffered in 
our hearts hut cherished there. We pray thee that 
!hou wi\t chasten us for these things, and we may suffer 
and smart therefor till we turn from every wrong, and 
with new life efface the scars of ancient wickedness 
wherewith we have stoned and deformed our conscious- 
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Wo remember before thee the special blessing" thou 
hast given, and while we would not forget tliy hand, 
which feedeth os forever and forever, we would let our 
hearts, when filled with gratitude to thee, run over with 
their loving-kindneas and tender mercy to mankind, till 
our hands also are filled with good deeds, wlicreby we 
hold communion with our brother-men. 

We remember the stern sorrows which thou giveat 
us, the cup of bitterness oft-time pressed to our lips, the 
trials which await us in our business and perplex our 
understanding ; we remember the sorrows which stain 
our eyes with tears when thou changest the countenance 
of our dear ones, and lover and friend are put far from 
us, and our acquaintance into dai'kness. Father in 
heaven, O Mother on earth and in heaven too, we thank 
thee that we know that it is unto brightness, and not 
darkness, that thou ferriest our acquaintance over, car- 
ri ' g our dear one= into thine ow n kingdom of heaven. 
We (hank thee for the spini? ot just men made perfect 
alieadi and for those nhom m rafinite progression, 
thou leade t forwird from the stain of earthly sin to 
fhit runty and peifecti n which the eye hath not seen, 
nri the eai heard nor our hum^n hearts but poorly, 
dimly felt 

B itl ei we think thee thit while earthly things per- 
1 h -^iid [ iss awa} ind we know not what a day shall 
bring forth, we are sure of thine iniinite power, wisdom, 
justice, and love, and wlien our mortal decays and passes 
down to the sides of Ike pit, and the clods of the valley 



Ho^duGooglc 



106 

are sweet to our perishing frame, we thank thee that 
we stiil feel tljy presence as not to be put by, and the 
calm stili voice of thy spirit pleads with us, teaching of 
duty and assuring us of its infinife reward. 

Father in heaven, we will not aak thee to work a 
miracle and draw nigh to us, Ihou who art ever living 
in our life and moving in our motion, and yet trans- 
cending lime and space. But we pray thee that there 
be such action of our noblest part tbat we shall think 
truth, that we shall know right and wiE it a.11 our 
days, that we shall love things given us to love, and 
grow in our affection stronger and stronger to our 
brother men. closer and closer knil ; and may there be 
such action of our soul that we shall know thee as thou 
art, and live with a perpetual income of thy spirit to 
ourselves, even in our sleep thou giving to thy beloved, 
and we receiving from our Father and our Mother, 
whose warmth shall make us warm, whose life is our 
living. Day by day may we pass from the glory of a 
good beginning to the greater glory of a noble end, and 
when at last thou hast served thyself with our mortal 
bodies, may we lay them in the dust, whence these gar- 
ments of the soul were taken first, and clothed with im- 
mortality, fly upwards, onwards unto thee. So may thy 
kingdom come, thy wiU be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. 
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OTHOU Infinite One, who art a perpetual pres- 
ence above us, and about us, and within, we would 
draw near unto thee, who art not far from any one 
of us, and with a consciousness of thy presence would 
remember before thee all the blessings thou hast given 
us, the duties which we are to do, the crosses which 
must be borne, the joys we delight in, and the sorrows 
which afflict us; remembering these things, we would so 
worship thee for a moment that we may serve tbee all 
the days of our live!. Our Father who art in heaven, 
whither shall we flee from ihy presence, whither shall 
we go from thy spirit ? If we take the wings of the 
morning and dwell m the uttermost parts of the sea, 
even there shall thy hand lead us, and thy right hand 
shall hold us up. We (hank thee for thy loving kind- 
ness and thy tender mercy, which are over all thy ways, 
beneath which we can lay us down and sleep in safety, 
and when we awake we are afill with thee. 

We thank thee for the noble nature thou hast given 
us, for its vast powers to know truth and beauty, to find 
out the eternal right, to love one another with the 
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our Father and our Mother, and to cleave unto thee 
with an ahsolute trust, which knows no turning nor fall- 
ing away. 

Lord, we remember before thee thine own pres- 
ence in the world of matter, and in the consciousness 
of our own soul. We thank thee that thou speakest 
in this Old Testament of the world of nature, and in 
this New Testament of man's spirit makest yet more 
glorious revelations of thyself; and while there pro- 
claiming thy power, thy law, thy wisdom, here in our 
hearts thou tellest ever of thy justice and thy love, 
thine infinite perfection which thou art. We thank 
thee for the great revelations thou bast made through 
the human sense and human soul in times past. We 
bless thee for the great men and women whom thou 
hast gified so liberally with genius that tliey have be- 
come gi'eat philosophers, poets, and teachers of morality 
to mankind, in whose soul thine own image has been 
mirrored down and reflected back to men. We thank 
thee for the prophets and ipo ties who, in ill land and 
in e^ery agp, through the mspiration thou did t nor 
nijlly put on them hiie been "i guidmg tnd shining 
light unto their brolheri 

We think thee tbit not only unto great men hast 
thou revealed thyself, but out of the mouth of li^ei 
and suiklmg'. bait Ihou perfected thi prai-ie the 1 tile 
teaching the great and Ae tew instrui"tmg the manj 
We think thee for the milhona of common men and 
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with gi-eat faithfulness of soul have looked upward* 
and found thee, and with the daily beauty of iheir 
livi'S have revealed thy loving-kindness and thy tender 
mercy to the world of men. 

Above all others, do we thank Ihee for that great 
and noble man who in days of darknepi and extreme 
peril thou raisedst up, and through bis genius didst 
inspire with so much of truth, and justice, and philan- 
thropy, and faith in thee. We thank thee for the 
words of truth which he spoke, for the sentiments of 
noble pietj- and philanthropy which came out not only 
in hiH speech, but in the daily works of his handaome 
life ; and we hiess thee that his words and the memory 
of his life have come down to us to kindle our Iiope, 
to stir our aspirations, and to strengthen our faith in 

Father, we thank thee not only for all these things 
which are behind us, but that sliU to the human soul 
thou impartest thyself, giving truth !o all who use their 
minds aiight, repealing justice to everyone, warming 
each faithful heart with love, and revealing thyself to 
whoso with honest purpose looks up and seeks after 
thee. We thank thee for all truth which we have 
learned of ihee, for every emotion of pious gratitude 
and holy trust which has sprung up within our heart ; 
and if we have achieved any elevation of character and 
done any good deeds in our lives, we thank thee, who 
givest to us all ia our nature so liberally, and demand- 
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csl of us only the ilulies which our strength is equal to, 
and which raise u= to greater and greater powers of 
eti-ejiglh by the doing thereof. 

We remember before thee our owd daily lives, thank- 
ing thee for the reward which comes as the result of 
our toil. We bless thee for the friends near and dear, 
by whatsoever name they are called, still bone of our 
bone, and flesh of our flesh, or spirit of our soul. We 
thank thee thai in our sorrows thou art an ever-present 
help, not far from us, but exceeding near, and the 
thought of thee not only confirms us for our duty, but 
refines us till we are able to bear the exceeding sorrows 
oft laid on us. We bless thee for the glorious hope 
which spreads out before us, fur the consciousness of 
everlasting life which comes as Ihe innermost fact of 
our inward soul. We thank thee that in a world where 
things deceive our expectations, we are sure of thee, 
and certain of thy loving-kindness and thy tender 
mercy, and the infinite heaven which spreads out be- 

We pray thee that there may be in «* such knowl- 
edge of thee, such love and trust in thee, that all our 
days we shall serve tliee with blameless and earnest 
work. May we do the duties thou givesl to be done, 
and bear any crosses laid upon us, ia such manly and 
womanly sort, that by toil and suffering we shall grow 
wi=er and better every day. Help us to distinguish 
between the commandments of erring men and the 
everlasting commandments of thy law, which thy spirit 
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writes on tlie woilil of matter and publishes in this 
world of spirit. Day by day may we grow wiser and 
juster, stronger in our righteous will, more loving in 
our affections, while our emotions towards thee become 
continually more and more beautiful, and blessed still 
the more. 

We remember before thee all men, our brothers 
everywhere, and pray tiee that by our truth and our 
lives we may do something to lift the cloud of darkness 
which blinds men's eyes, and to strike off the fetters 
which chain the mind or which manacle the limbs. So 
by our life may we serve thee, who art not to be worship- 
ped as though thou neededst anything, and hei-e on earth 
may we pass from glory to glory, tili, when thou hast 
finished thy work wiih us below, thou layest our bodies 
in the dust, and clolhost us with immorlalify, and, ar- 
rayed in that wedding-garment, takest us home to thy- 
self, to pass from (he glory of the earthlj; to the greater 
glory of the heavenly, and enter into those joys which 
eye hafh not seen, nor ear heard, nor the heart of man 
can fully comprehend. So may thy kingdom come, and 
thy will he done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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OTIIOU Infinite Spirit, who poasessest the dark- 
ness of the night, and fiUest the chambers of the 
day with thy glonoua presence, we would draw 
near unto thee, and worship thee with Ihe homage of 
grateful hearts, thanking thee for the favors for which 
thou aakest not our gralitude, and communing with thy 
spirit lace to face. In our darkness and our feebleness 
we tuiD ourselves unto thee, seeking to feel thee nearer 
and more intimately in our souls, and so lo worship in 
our morning prayer that thy sunhght shall shine upon 
our heads, and in Ihe light thereof we shall journey 
all our days, serving thee with a perfect service and 

O Thou who givest ua all things so richly to enjoy, 
we thank thee for the world wherein ihou hast cast the 
hues of our lot. We bless thee for the night, where 
the moon walks in beauty, and star unto star proclaims 
thy loving-kindness and thy tender mercy, wherewith 
thou fiUest up the world of space, and erabracest not 
less the all of time. We ihajik thee for the handsome 
day, which this great star pours down from heaven, 
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bringing the touoh of Spring to our cold Northern 
lands, and waking the newly-yentitred birds to their 
earliest vernal song. Father, we thank Ihee for all 
the beauty of the year, for the wondrous world which 
is under our feci, and above our heads, and round us 
on every side. 

We thank thee for these bodies of ours, builded up 
from material fhinga, so curiously and so wonderfully 
made ; we thank thee for the power which thou givesl 
them, and all their various weapons for loil and for de- 
fence. We iLank Ihee for the noble soul thou hast 
enthroned herein, this divine spark, enchanting with 
its Kfe this handful of material dust. We thank thee 
that thou hast created us in thine own image, and hast 
given us the ponei over these mitenal thmgs over the 
earih under our feet, and the element* that are ibove 
113, and about ui on qvcry hand 

We thank thee for Ihe luge mind re]oicing m use 
in beauty, and m sciea^'p not the less We ihank thee 
for the power thou gjvcit us from this m'jierial world 
to build up our bodies strong and handsome temples, 
wherein thj pint dwells m the human foim, mcarnat 
ing itself in ao many millions and millions ui tbydaugh 
ters and thy sons. We thank thee for these senses, 
through which the soul looks out upon the world, and 
at these various windows takes knowledge in, and learns 
so much of thy works, and has communion with thine 
infinite joy in the world of matter which thou hast 
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knpw rigbt, mi ils will to do right, and we bless thee 
that only thine own unchaDging higher Itiw of right 
can satisfy il, yearning for the tirat good, first perfect, 
and first fair. We thank thee that through this faculty 
we hold comnmnion with thine everlasting righteous- 
ness, and can live hy thy commandment, which is ex- 
ceeding broad, and hath neither variableness nor the 
shadow of a turn. 

We thank thee for these affections, whereby we love 
those about us, and knit many tender ties which join us 
each, to each, and all to one anolher. We thank thee 
for the love which joins those that are of the same na- 
tion or community, for the kindred bloud which throbs 
in mutual hearts. We bless thee for the affeedon 
which makes the lover and his beloved to rejoice to- 
gether, giving welfare to the bridegroom and the bride, 
to wife and buoband. We thank thee for all the sweet 
felicities which come from the relation of friend to friend, 
and parent to child, for the many joys which clusler 
round our heart, and shine like morning light within 
the humblest or the proudest home. 

We Ihank thee that in addition to all these things 
thou givest us power to know thee, to trust thee and to 
love thee, with a faith that knows no change, save from 
glory to glory, as it brightens into the perfect day of 
piety and lis serenest joy. We thank thee that amidst 
a world of things which are changing, we are sure of 
thine infinite loving-kindness and thy tender mercy, and 
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even in darine^s we cm trust th^e knowing that thy 
fatherly and motherly arm i^ about us, leading us from 
alrpnglh lo strength ready to upholl ua when we totter, 
and lo lift us «y when we fall down O Thou Infinite 
One we know no woid^, to tell thee the deep emotions 
of our heart thp jots of our piety and the holy trust 
we place m tliee md thou needpat no words, nor ask- 
est thou the piiver or p ■ilm of tl anksgiving from our 
hea t for thou ait behind us ind bpfore, and above us 
and below and about us and withm and understandest 
every (bought before out words expiess it in the ear. 

We remember befort thee the duties thou givest us 
to do and we pray thee that with earnest faithfulness 
we may do them ill 5Liy we beir iny cross thou lay- 
est on ua »Li(.h must be borne with reverent patience, 
growing stronger from everj affliction wherewith thou 
triest Ua When those neai and de^r are severed from 
our side tnd the shadow of death f^lla on the empty 
place of our tnend we would remember that other 
world, where all teirs are wiped from every eye, and 
thy chillren pass ftom the greater gkry to the greatest, 
as they are led in mfinite progression by thy hand. 

We remember the jo)s thou give=t us, and while we 
taste them we pray that out hearts may be fflled with 
bount) towaids all and we may do good according to 
the measur ot the strength which thou give=t us. 

We remember our daily lives and pray thee that by 
bearing what must be lorne anl doing what thoa giv- 
est us to do we may bmld our elves up to higher and 
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highw heights of humin exi,tllt,nLe Maj we grow 
wisei and raoie just be filled with mtre loving kind 
nei3 to our brother men ^nd have a hnxrliei jnd a 
holier loTe ind trust in thee May do bug ess in lb s 
worlds -iSairb ever harden our heart but make ua 
more noble ind more generous and maj the worlds 
lorrow and sickness and grief and di aj-pointment ani 
lo s only rouse up the better soul that is m us lill we 
tijumph oier ifliction and ]:a\e ga ned ll Mctjry 
ovei deaUi Thus in our souK maj there be uch a 
bud ot piety as hill open and bloom out into thp fra 
gnnt flower of morality in oui dajlyhves and nhile 
It thus blossoms broad m use may it heir seel with 
in ll elf which shall last forever an! forever So hn 
ish thou thy work with us here below and Hhen it is 
done ind ended wdt thou take u-i to thyself to be nith 
thee iorever and so to be transfigured into higher ind 
higher likenes ei of thy spirit and pass from glory to 
gloiy iorever and eyei bo may thy kingdim come 
and thy will be done on earth as it is m heaven. 
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OTHOTJ Infinite One, we flee unto thee, and for 
a moment would be penetraied with the thought 
of thy presence, and so worship thee in the op- 
lifting of our hearts that we may serve thee with oiir 
hands all the dnya of our mortal lives. 

We thank thee for thy loving-kindness and thy ten- 
der mercy which ire new pvery morntag and fresh 
every evenmg and which tail not at noonday We 
think thee tor the world that is about uf and above 
u? and leneith ua, full of thy pre'ienci in every st-tr 
of heaven and every flower of earth We hies? thee 
for the other world which ourselTc are wheieto this 
"sphere ot mitter is but outward resting plice tnd en- 
vironment, and we thank thee that our scula are like- 
wise the temple of thy spint, and thou it is who giv- 
eat us life and breith and all thing'! richly to etijoy 
We thank thee that thou hast created us from perfect 
love, and watchest o\er ua with such cauial providence 
that thou makest all things work together for good and 
wilt lose no child of perdition Jiom thy mighty human 
flock but wilt lead thy children by the hand, and tho'-e 
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who caanot walk iliou wilt bear in thine arms, and 
bring them aii at laat to never-ending bli^s. Thou, 
who art Perfect Love, we thank thee for thyself, and, 
sure of thine infinite loving-kindness and thy lender 
mercy, we know that we cannot fail, and having thee, 
aU else needful are wo sure of beside. 

We thank thee for the glorious nature which thou 
hast given us, that thou hast blessed us with audi large 
faculties, to know what is useful and beautiful and true, 
to understand what is just and right before thine eyes ; 
and with this affection whereby we love each other, 
and are joined by maaifold tender ties to those who 
are dear to us, however far remote in time and space. 
"We thaak thee for this great and overmastering power 
whereby we know thee and commune with thee, thy 
spirit inspiring ow spirit, and thy providence uphold- 
ing us when we totter, and uplifting us when we fall. 
Father, we thank thee for all these things, and our 
words know not how lo praise thee as our hearts so 
gladly would, but we know that thou needest no words 
from our heart, no psalm from our hps, for tliou un- 
derstandest us, knowing the words of our mouth be- 
fore they are conceived in our heart. 

We thank tiiee for all manner of blessings whic-h 
thou givest us. We bless thee for the things needful 
to the body, for our health and our strength, our bread 
by day, our nightly sleep, and the work which our hands 
find to do, whereby our bodies arc clothed with raiment 
and OUT mouths are satisfied with bread. We thank 
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thee for the instruction wiiicb. comes to mind and to 
conscience from our daily toil. We bless ibee for those 
mho are near to our heart, whether by our side or fiir 
removed, or separated even by the gales of death. 
We thank thee for the ascended spirits that were once 
with us on earth, lifting their eyes upon the sun, tak- 
ing sweet counsel with us, and walking to thine house 
in company. We bless thee for all good and noble 
men and women, who from time to time come up in 
thy providence, to lea<'h nations the way in which they 
should walk, and to call many from wickedness to the 
ways of justice, which lead to such blessedness on earth 
and bej'ond the world. We thank thee for ages pa^t, 
for the childhood of mankind, and for any words of 
simplicity and tiulb which have come down to us 
from ancient days. We thank thee for the primal 
virtues which shine aloft as star", and not leas for the 
charities which heal and sootjie and bless, and are 
scattered at man's living feet like flowers. We bless 
thee for the great truths which have come down to us 
on their sounding way through the ages, encourag- 
ing and strengthening men. We thank thee for poets 
and prophets and mighty men of thought and of piety, 
who spoke as they were moved by tlime all-waki-ning 
spirit, and brought truth to mankind ; and we thank 
thee that in our own day, not less, thy spirit still works 
with the children of men, Thou, who art the head, 
and dost every joint supply, and art always present in 
the world of matter and the world of man. 
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OTHOU who art everywhere, we would feel thy 
presence at our heart, and hft up our spirit unto 
tliee, seeking to hold communion with thee, and 
he strengthened for duties, for sorrows, and for joys. 
For a moment we would remember in thy presence 
the lives that we lead, the works thou givest us to do, 
our short-comings, or any success that is in us; and 
while we muse on these things may the fire of devo- 
tion bum within our heart and so stir us that from 
oui' moment of worship we may learn to serve thee 
all the days of our lives. 

Tliou, who art our Father and our Mother, we 
thank thee for thy loving-kindness and thy tender 
mercy, which are over all thy works. We thank 
thee that thou causest thy sun to shine on the evil 
and on the good, and sendest thy rain on the just and 
on the unjust. We hless tjiee that with fatherly prov- 
ideuce, with motherly love, thou carest for the enlight- 
ened people of the earth, and not less for those wiiom 
savage ignorance hath held blinded so long. We thank 
thee that thou lovest thy saint, and also every sinner. 
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who is aUo a child of ihine, and wilt suffer no son of 
perdition ia thy great family, whom thou hlessest with 
thyself. 

"We thank thee for the special provUent-e which ia 
over eyer}'tLing which thou hast created, and wherein 
thou residest with ail thine infinite perfections. We 
bless thee for the rain which to-day thou aheddest out 
of the sneet heavens, to warm the long-chilled bosom 
of the ground, to swell the buds on e^ery tree, and to 
naken the flowers of prophecy on all our Northern 
hilla and in our valleys, which are full of the piomise 
of Spring. We bless thee that, while thou givest us 
the earth underneath our feet and the heavens above 
our head, both in that which is beneath, and that 
which is above, and not less, Lord, in that which 
is within us, thou thyself residest forever, and mani- 
festest thyself to all tlie sons and daughters of men. 
We tliauk thee that in the midst of human darkness 
thou art an ever-glorious light, shining forever in thy 
beauty. We thank thee that out of seeming evil thou 
still educesf good, and better thence again, in thine 
own infinite progression, and so leadeat thy children 
ever upwards, and forward forever. We thank thee 
that even Ihe wrath of man is made to serve thee, 
and the remainder of wiath thou dost restrain, mak- 
ing aJl thmga work together at last for good. We 
thank thee that thou caresl for us all, that in our day 
of joy we know it is thou who fillest our cup, by 
giving us the faculties which make it run over at the 
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bnm "We think thpp iliat thou i(t with us in our 
dijs of hiird'^Lip and of calamit} thit when our own 
heail ciiea out against u thou ait greatT than our 
heart -md, understanding all things, hie scJt us in 
=ecret ways and when we are cast down, ^nd go 
stuoprng and teeble with hungeiing eyes and a failing 
heait that ihou still art with us, and leadest us from 
strength to strength and bleaaest US continually 

We remember before thee the daily noiks where- 
in we ate engaged the perplexitiea of our business 
•ibroid or it Lome and we pray that we any have 
sulIi htren2th of fiithtulups-, to thee that the dark 
shall ipprar light to u ind the irooked 'ihall become 
stnight and the way of duty ao pliin before our faee 
thUwe cannot eii therein 

We lemeniber the sorrows with which we are tiiel 
the gucvous disappointments that are lid upon u 
jea wp remember that thou takest from us our lovei 
and icquamtance (hose with whom we took sweet 
c un el ind walked lo thy house m comp in\ W e 
remembei before thee their immortality and our own 
anJ we think thee for the kingdom of heaven which 
ir hes o\er us anl shed down its iweel influence trom 
on high to encourage and to draw us up. And in days 
of sorrow we pray thee tiat we may have a quicken- 
ing sense of this spiritual world whereto our faces are 
set, which is the appointed end of our earthly pilgrim- 
age. 

Father, we remember our own soula before thee ; we 



Ho^duGooglc 



124 

know how often we have been forgetful of the duty which 
thou demanded of us, that we have often cherished un- 
worthy feelings and hive not felt that love to our brf ther 
men which we should have felt or w bich we have a=ked 
of thee. \e% we remember thu we havp stained our 
hands by doing wron^ thmgi and defiled the integrity 
of our own conaciou iie~i and we pray thee (li'it we 
may smart for every offence which we commit dgdin^t 
thee, till, greatly aslnmed of our lolly and our m an 
nesa, we pis* off fmm the unholy w ij a which ai e evil 
and lead to evil, and turn to those which aie pleasant- 
ness and lead to eternal hie -edne=9 beyond (he giate 
Father, we think thee for any auff nng which comes 
upon us for wrong dung , knowing (hat thereby thou 
recallest us from the evd of our ways, and would save 
our souls from suffering yet worse 

And we pi'ay thee that this religious faculty may he 
so strongly attue within u& that Vie shall never fear 
thee, but a perfeit love m<»y cist out fear, and we know 
thee as thou art m thine mfinite perfection, the Father 
and Mother of oui soul in oui every hour ot need, 
which is our e^ery hour of life and miy wc have 
such love for thee su h f^ith towards thee, -ind hve 
such a life in thee, that within ua ill shall he blameless 
and beautiful every faculty performing its several and 
appointed work, and all our outward lives shall be as 
harmooions a- the 'stars in their courses, and full of 
continual u e to our biofher men 

Thou who needest not to be entreated, we do not 
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1 k of Ifite infiv Idcnt tor tbou h\at given wl it tl u 
HiHent lit nor du we cntieit thee to do tor us what 
tLou hist gnen ua pom,r to do but conscious of thy 
pre ente leelmg the great gilt winch thou haat be- 
stowed upon u^ and the perj elo t! inujme of ihj pint, 
Wl would use e\ery faculty which thou hast giv*>n for 
lis ippropnate woik and so ja s from childhood to 
mirhood fiom glory to ^lorj till thiu, finislung thy 
woik with Us here shall take us to thjself to pass 
fiom the greater gloij to the greatest, by a continml 
tiansfi/ iritnn of ouraehea to thioe image and tby 
likene s '50 mdy thy kin^om come, and tly mil be 
done on earth aa it is in heaven. 
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OTHOU who art everywhere, and needest not to 
be entreatecl, nor askest the bending of our knees, 
nor the prayer of our lips, nor our heart's psalm 
unto thee, we would draw near to thee for a miment^ 
who art always near unto u^ We would remember the 
blessings thou givcst us the duties thou d m'lndest the 
sorrows we aie tned withal or the ofTences which we 
commit ; and while we mu e oa fheae things may the 
fire of grat tude and devotion be kindled on our ">ltar 
and our souls flame up towirda thee 1 ke incfn p from 
ihe altars of the ju t Fiora the moment of our com 
munion with ihee may we gather such otiength th^t we 
shall worship thee always by a constant serrice from 
day lo day. 

Our Father who art in heaven, and on earth, and 
everywhere, we thank ihee for the world of matter 
under our feel, and over our head, and about us on 
every side. We thank thee for the night which hung 
the curtains of darkness about us, whereunder we 
could lay us down and sleep in safety, and that when 
we awoke we were still with thee. We thank thee for 
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tlic moral which walked in beauty, and thpckered Ihe 
darkness with her comely hght, and we hl^s^ thee for 
the sun which from his golden um pours day across the 
world, warming and blessing everything with his sweet 
angelic touch. We thank thee, O XiOid, for the bread 
we eat, for the garments we put on, for the houses 
which hold US, for the sleep which all night slides into 
oar bones, bringing strength to the weary, and health 
to the sick ; and we bless thee for the day fiill of toil 
and opportunities for manly endeavor. 

We thank thee for Ihe vast gifts which thou ha*t be- 
stowed upon us, for the^e bodies so enrioualy and won- 
derfully made, as a temple for a spirit more wondrous 
and fur niore curiou'*ly made to dwell therein awhile, 
enchanting the dust inlo wise and human life. We 
thank Ihea for the ever- questioning mind, which hun- 
gers for use and truth and beauty, wherewith thou feed- 
est us from age to age We bless thee for this large 
conscience, which seeks for justice wherewith thou do t 
enlighten our eyes ind quicken wh'^t is innermost with 
in us. We thank thee for the e selt denying affec 
tions, which reach out «n(o friends and kinsfolk onto 
lover and beloved pirent and (hild to countrymen 
yea, which spread out tl e r irms to tho e thit are 
needy everywhere W e th'ink thee for i) is reh oils 
faculty, which thiough the dirkne^s lotka up to thee 
and is filled with ih> 1 ghl and we bleaa thee thit in 
our hour of sorrow t bungs to «« exceeding tranijuil 
lity and hope and otrenglh We think thee for the 
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of con&ciouane>s, which dwell there and fill the whole 
tem[)le of our inner life with that presence which can 
not be put by which 11 a blessing to us bj darkness 
ind by diy We think thee Father in hen en for 
ail the good which has come from these great talents 
thou Jia t ble'ised us withal We thank thee that in 
e\piy age ind every land thou give'it open \j'5ion ot 
thj^elf to thj children ind in the things that lie seen 
niirioreat thioe own image Thou whom the mortal 
ej e cannot see, but whom our heirt enfolds within itself, 
which is blessed by thy touch. We thank thee for 
great philosophers and prophets and poela, mighty men 
and women, whom thou hast blessed with large genius, 
who in many an age have gathei'ed truth and justice, 
and taught love, and lived blameless piely ; we thank 
thee for the revelations of manhood they have made 
to us, and the revelatJons of thine own spirit which 
through them have shone upon our he^rt And for the 
greatest of Ihem all, as we tondl) dieam, we thank 
thee, — for him who taught so much of truth, and lived 
so much of piety in his soul, and blameless benevolence 
in his outward life ; we bless thee for his words of 
soberness, for his life of sacnhce and oi duty, and all 
the gladness and joy which tlicicfrom has come to the 
sons and daughters of men. We thank thee not less 
for the millions of unremembered souls of men and wom- 
en, who in their common callings of earth were faithful 
to the light which shone upon them, howsoever dim ; and 
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we alao !iave entered into their labors, and rejoice in 
the heritage whioh their toil has won and bequeathed 
tons. 

lie membe ring all these things, we would pour out 
our psalm of gratitude to thee, kindling a i-everence 
and love within our heart. We remember before ihee 
the duties thou givest us to do, and, howsoever hard, 
pray thee Ihat we may stir ourselves to be equal to our 
task. We would not forget the sorrows that are laid 
upon us, the disappointments, the bereavements and 
afflictions, which the mortal eye of man beholds, and 
those dearer and worser which only thy sight sees m 
our bi'art, knowing its own bitterness ; and we pray 
Ihee ihat we may strengfben ourselves mighlily for 
the=e thing'^, and be made wiser and better within by 
the sorrows which we endure, which lie patent to the 
world, or are hid in the recesses of our secret soul. 

Of earthly things we know not how to pray thee as 
we ought, seeing as through a glass darkly, and not 
knowing whether poverty or riches, whether disaster or 
triumph, shall serve thy purpose best and make us 
noble men. But whatsoever of these things we have, 
wliPtber thou gildeat our pathway with the sun of 
seretienesa, or thunderest before our face, holding the 
blackness of darkness over us, yet give us tlie noble 
mind which loves the truth, the conscience which 
though it trembles aa it lowly lies looks ever to the 
right, the affection which makes us spend and be spent 
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ior !l p j,<ioJ ot oiLli — ^i\p u iheae tl ing and 
crow 1 fte e virtues will sweet lo* ing kindne S and 
faitli in thfce whitli n«el not lei hamed 

Th n who irt cur Fithcr ind our Moth r may 
we know thee as thou ait as thou revcile^t thjwlf in 
the cl ai deaths of our soul and knowin» tliee may 
we lo^e tliee with atl our understanding and our hearty 
with our trength and our soul and making it all 
blamelesa in our innei man may out outward life be 
usetul al o lull of lw*auty and wbIcoihb in tly sight 
So here on earth maj we lia\e a foreli^le of thine 
heaven and fly upwards toward thee frinaflgiiimg 
oorael^es by constant growth into tbine image till, 
fini lung thy nork with us on earth thou layest oui 
bodies in the grave, and to thine own home takest our 
spirits, to be with thee forever and forever. So may thy 
kingdom come, and lliy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaTen, for thine is the kingdom and itip power and tlie 
glory forever and ever. 
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APRIL 13, 1858. 

OTHOU who art present everywhere, we koow 
that we need not ask thee to remember u3, for 
thoa hast us in thy holy care and keeping by 
day and [jy darkoess, and art ihe presence at our fire- 
side and about our path, watching over our rising up 
and our lying down, and acquainted with all our ways. 
In our weakness we flee unto thee, seeking to draw 
near thee, to know thee as ihou art, and worship thee 
with what is highest and best within our soul. Con- 
scious of thy presence about us and within, and mind- 
ful of thine eye which is ever upon ua, we would re- 
member the things which make us glad, or fill us with 
sadness ; we would think over the good deeds which 
beautify our soul, and the ill things which are the de- 
formity of our spirit : and while we muse on these 
things, may (he fire of devotion so burn in our heart 
that from the momentary worship of our prayer we 
may learn to serve thee in our daily life through all 
our years. May the meditation of our heart bring us 
nearer unto thee, and the words of our mouth carry us 
up and on in the great journey of our mortal hfe. 
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Faihpr, we thank tliee tor this material world above 
us, and about us, and undtimeath, wherein thou hast cast 
the lines of our earthly lot in exceeding pleasant places. 
We thank thee for the stars whii'h all night in their 
serene beauty speak of thee, where there is no voice 
nor language, yet the speech of whose silence is felt by 
longing, hungering and impatient souls. We ibank thee 
for the sun, which pours out the golden day to beautify 
the sky, and to bring new growth of plants, and life of 
beast and bird, and many a creeping thing upon the 
ground. We thank thee for the presence of Spring with 
us, for this angd of growth, who weeks ago put the green 
oracle of the prophetic grass by every watercourse, 
rippling its psalm of life before the sight of men, and 
who now has cast his handsome garment on our plains, 
and whose, breath swells the buds in many a vale and 
on many a hill, and draws the birds with their sweet 
music once more to our Northern land. We thank 
thee for the seed nhicii the hopeful farmer cast* al- 
ready into the genial furrows of the ground, looking to 
thee, who art the God of seed-time, for the harvest's 
appointed weeks. 

We thank Ihee for the human world which ourselves 
are ; wc bless thee for the large nature with which thou 
hasf endowed us, giving us the victory over the ground 
and the air, making every element to ner\ e us, and the 
great sun by day to measure out our time, and distant 
stars by night to keep watch o^er our place, letting us 
know where 'tis we stand upon thy whirling, many- 
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peopled globe. We Iliank thee for ihe large measure 
of gifts, the many talents wherewith thou enriehest this 
soul of man, which thou cveatedst nobler than the 
beasts that perish, and giftedst with such power im- 
mense, and such immortal hope. 

We thank thee for the joys of our life, our daily 
bread whii;h imports strength into our bodie's, the night- 
ly sleep which brings tranquillity, recruiting us from toil 
past, and strengthening us for duties that spread out be- 

We thank thee for the mortal friends that are around 
us, for the dear ones who are bone of our bone or spirit 
of our spirit, whom we put our arms about and fold to 
our heart, a gladsome sacrament to our bosom, a serene 
blessedness to our earthly mortil "^oul We remember 
the new ties which jom us to the world httle Messiahs 
bom into human mm% and we thank thee for the tender 
ties newly knit which join the lover and hi-, beloved, 
the bridegroom and the bride and all those aneet fe- 
liulies wheretor the heart, man jing itsell to another, 
before thee pours out its natural ps'ilm of gritefui jov 
We thank thee lor these deai affections wheiebj the 
earth blossoms like a ro=e, and hr reithing philan- 
thropies go out to bless the distant woilcl, counting 
mmkind our kith ind km We bless thee for this 
deep religious lacully which thou hast gi\ea us, which 
through the darkness of eirth looks upwird to thine 
exceeding light, the star whose spaikle never dims, but 
shines through e\eiy night adown upon the humin 
soul. 
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We thank thee for the duties thou givest us lo do, 
our general toil by fireside and street-side, on land or 
sea, or wheresoever thou sendest ua to run for the prize 
of thine own high calling. Yea, we bless thee for trials 
which are not too severe for ua, and for the burdens 
which thou layest on our manly or womanly shoulders, 
that for others' sake and for our own we may bear them 
nohly and well. 

Lord, in the light of thy countenance, how many 
wrong things spring up to our consdousness, and we 
must needs stain our prayer with some tear of peni- 
tence for an error committed, an evil deed, or some 
unholy emotion which we have kept within our soul. 
"We will not ask thee to forgive us and remove from us 
the consequence of wrong ; we know that so doing 
thou wouldst rob us of our right; — but we pray thee 
that we may learn to forgive ourselves, and with new 
resolution dry up every tear of penitence, and fill those 
footsteps which we have made in ancient error with 
new and maaly, womanly life, bearing us farther for- 
ward in otir human march. 

We remember before thee the sorrows with which 
thou triest us, how often we sloop us at the bitter 
waters and fill our mouths with sadness, and if we 
dare not thank thee for these things, if we know not 
how to pray thee about them as we ought, we yet 
thank thee that we are sure that in all these things 
thou meanest us good, and out of these seeming evils 
still producest good, making all things work together 
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for tip hijctt ■\hintigo i t) ne e\pij cl 11 sith 
nhom thou ha&t no '■on if ferdlion and Dot a iingle 
ca fnway Wp thank Ihee for that other thit tran- 
scendent world beyond tVi« globe of mattei ai ! th s 
pheie of present humin consciou nes We thank 
thee tor that home whereinto thou gatherest tte [ ir 
lU of ju ( men made peifect, and tor our deai o es 
who have gone thither before us and bless thee thit 
they are till not less near becau e th y ire tr-in fi^ 
nrel wi b imraoital glory and liaie pas ed on in the 
r -id oirselves must al«o treal We thank thee for 
irt onl} the hope but the certain consciou=ne=3 of 
immortality that i within our soul guinf us light in 
oar dirkn « hope when else we should df--pair ind 
when we are bowed down and go •stooping and feelle 
with ftihng eyes and huneering heart wp thank thee 
that we can lilt up our countenance towards that other 
wo Id an \ be hllcd with joy ind gladnes of heart 

Our Fuher «ho irt in heaven we think thee for 
thys If — tl e malenil ty of mitei ill things the "spir 
ituahty of our epint tl e movinge^t th ng in motion 
the hvingest ot life the ill transcend ng in whit is 
transcendent O Thou who art our Father and our 
Mother too we thank thee foi thy pioTidence which 
IS ovei all th) work in this woiH mater al or human, 
or trans endent vea lor the intmile love which thou 
hearest to everything which thou once hast borne 

We I riy thi-e that we raiy know thee is thou art, 
la all thine infinite perfection of power and wisdom 
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and justice and holiness and love, and knowing, may 
have widiin us tliat perfect love of thee which casts out 
every fear. May there be in our soul that warming 
strength of piety which shall give us the victory in our 
trial, making us strong for public or for unseeu crosses 
that are laid upon our shoulders, and winging us with 
such strength that out of sorrow we shall fly towards 
thee, going through the valley of weeping, and coming off 
with not a stain upon our wings and no tear-drop in our 
eye. May there be in us such love of thee that .we 
shall love every law which thou hast writ on sense or 
Boul, and keep it in our daily lives, inward and outward, 
till all within us be beautiful, till our outward conduct 
be blameless, and we make every day thy day, all woi'k 
sacrament, and our time a long communion, with use to 
our brothers, and with calmness, trust and love to thee. 
So on earth may thy kingdom come, and thy will be 
done here and now as it is in heaven, for thine is the 
kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
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OTHOU Perpetual Presence, in whom we lire 
and move and have our being, we would draw 
ntai unlo iLpc once more in our mortal conscious- 
np-iH, adoring and thanking and worshipping thee, who 
irt of 0111 lives our most living thing, the cause and 
pioiidencp of all ihiC be. We would remember before 
thee the blea-inga thou givest to be enjoyed, the duties 
to be done, the cro'ises we bear, and the temptations we 
encounter , we would spread all these things out before 
our eye ind look at them in the light of thy conscious 
presence, and while we muse thereon may the fire of 
de\ otion so bui a in our hearts that from our moment of 
«or-,hip we may gather a continual service of thee for 
all time to come So may the meditations of our hearts, 
and the words even of oar mouths, draw us nearer unto 
thee, and strengthen us for duty and hope and sorrow 
and delight 

Our Fathpr, who art always with us, we thank thee 
for the miti na,l i^oild thou hast given us, this great 
foodiul ground underneath our feet, this wide over- 
ari,hing hea\en above our heads, and for the greater 
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and les=t-r lighl* tliou hast placed Ihprpin ; we bless thee 
for the moon which measures out the night, walking 
in brightness her continuous round, and for the sun that 
pours out thp happy and the hlfssed day all round thy 
many-peopled world. We thank thee for the green 
grass, springing in its fair prophecy, for the oracular 
buds that are promising glorious things in weeks to 
come. We thank thee for the power of vegetative and 
animative life which thou hast planted ia this world of 
matter, which comes up this handsome growth of plant 
and tree, this noble life of flsh, insect, reptile, bird, 
beast, and every living thing. 

We thank thee for the human world whereof thou 
hast created us; we bless thee for the great spiritual 
talents wherewith thou hast endowed man, the crown 
of thy visible creation on the earth. We thank thee 
for our mind and our conscience and our heart, and all 
the manifold faculties which thou litst given us, wheie- 
by we put material things underneath our feet, makmg 
the ground to serve our season'*, and the ^im lo keep 
watch and distribute warmth about our garden and our 
farm, whereby we turn the vcgLtative and animative 
powers of earth to instruments for our bodily weilarp, 
and our mind's and heart's Continual growth. 

We thank thee for the work thou givest us to do on 
earth, in our Tarious callinga, wide-*pread in the many- 
peopled town, or in some lonely spot hid in the green 
world which compasses the town. We thank thee for 
all these things that our hands find to do, by iireside 
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and field-side, in school, or shop, or house, or ship, or 
mart, or wheresoever thou summonest us in the mani- 
fold vocations of our mortal life. 

We bless thee for the joys which we gather from our 
toil, for the bread which strengthens our live bodies, 
for the garnu-nt? and houses which shield us from the 
world without, for all the things useful, and the things 
of beautj. both whereof are a joy to our spirits. 

"We thank thee for the dear ones thou givest us on 
earth, called by many a te'nder name of fiiend, acquaint- 
ance, relative, lover or beloved, wife or husband, parent 
or child, and all these sweet societies of loving and con- 
genial Houla. We thank lliee for the joy which we 
take in these our dear ones, whilst tiey are near us on 
earth, and whea in the course of thy providence it 
pleases thee to change their countenance and send them 
away, we thank thee still for that transcendent world 
wheremto thou continually gatherest those that are lost 
m time, and are only found in eternity, and if reft from 
our arms are taken to thine, Thou Infinite Father, 
and Inflnile Mother too. We fhank thee that for all 
sorrows there is balm and relief, that this world which 
arches over our head, invisible to mortal eye, is yet but 
a step from us, and our dear ones, looking theiv last on 
earth, are born anew into thy kingdom of heaven, and 
enter into glory and joy which the eye has not seen, 
nor the ear heard, nor our hungering hearts ever fully 
dreamed of in our highest thought. 

We thank thee, O Lord, for thyself, Thou Transcecd- 
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ent World, who embracu»t thii malei'ia! earth and ihis 
human spirit, pultmg thine arms around all, breathing 
thereon with iby spirit, and quicltening all things into 
vegetative, animative, or human life. We thank ihce 
that whilst here on earth, not knowing what a clay may 
bring forth, nor certain of our mortal life for a moment, 
we are yet sure of thine almighty power, thine all- 
knowing wisdom, and thy love which knows no change, 
but shines on the least and the greatest, on thy saint 
and on thy sinner too. We thank thee for the perfect 
providence wherewith thou govemest the world of ma- 
terial, of growing, or of living things ; we bless thee 
that thine eye rests on each in all lis history, that there 
is no son of perdition in all Ihy family, and that thou 
understandest our temptations, that thou knewest be- 
fore we were bora whatsoever should befall us, and that 
in thj' fatherly lo^ ing- kindness and thy motherly tender 
mercy thou hast provided a halm for every wound, a 
comfort for eveiy grief. We thank thee thai when our 
kinsfolk and acquaintance pass from earth, howsoever 
they make shipwreck here, they land in thy kingdom 
of heaven, entering there in thine eternal providence, 
their eternal welfare made certain of before the earth 
began to be. 

While we thank thee for these things, who needest not 
our thanks, while our hearts, overburdened with Iheir 
gratitude, lifl up our prayerful psidm unto thee, and 
we remember our daily duties, and the glorious desti- 
nation thou hast appointed for us, we pray thee that 



Ho^duGooglc 



wiili great and noble lives we may serve thee all the 
days of our movtal stay on earth. May there be in us 
saeii a pious knowledge of thee, such reverence for 
thee, and such trust in thee, that we shall keep every 
law thou hast writ on our body or in our soul, and grow 
wiser and better, passing from the glory of a good be- 
ginning to (he glory of a noble ending, as we are led 
forward by thy spirit, co-working with our own. Day 
by day, may we proclaim our religion by our faithful 
industry, doing what should be done, bearing what must 
be borne, and at all times acquitting us like men. So 
may thy kingdom come, and thy will be done on earth 
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OTHOU Infinite Perfection, who fillest the world 
With tbyself, ami art nut far from any one of us, 
we flee unfo thee, and for a moment would draw 
near thee, that by the inspiration of our prayer we may 
know how not only to worship thee in our p^alm and 
the adoration of our heart, but to serve thee with our 
work in all the daily IolI of our mortal live". We 
know that thou nfede^t neither our p^alin of thaiikgiy- 
ing, nor our aspiring prayer, but our heart and our 
flesh cry out for thee, the Living God, and for a mo- 
ment we would join our&elvea to thee, and warm and 
freshen our spirit in the sunlight of thy countenance, 
and come away clean and strengthened and made whole. 
Our Father, we thank thee for the material world in 
which thou hast placed us. "We thank thee for the 
return of Spring, bringing back the robin and the swal- 
low from their wide wanderings, wherein thy providence 
is their constant guard, watching over and blessing these 
songsters of the sky. We thank thee for the buds 
swelling on every bough, and the grass whose healthy 
greenness marks the approaching summer, and the floT- 
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er^, Iho^e prophets of fietlcr i3ay^ thai arc to enmp. 
"We lil.-== thee fur the air we bi^athe, for the light 
whereby we walk on the earth, for the darkness that 
folded u* in its arms ivhea we lay down thereunder, 
and that when we awoke we were sliil witli thee. We 
thank thee for the bread which we feed upon, for the 
shelter which our hands have woven or have huilded 
up, to fend «s from annoying elements. We thank thee 
for all the means of use and of beauty which thou 
givest us in the ground and the air and the liea^ens, 
in things that rao^e, that grow, that live. We thank 
thee that thou makest these all to wait on u=, having 
kindneas for our fleah, and a lesson also for our thinking 

"We thank thee for the human world, whereof thou 
hast made us in thine own itoage and likeness. We 
thank thee for the great faculties which thou hast given 
us, of body and of mind, of conscience and of heart 
and soul. We thank thee for the noble destination 
which therein thou shadowest forth, for the great wants 
which thou makest in our spiritual nature, for the un- 
bounded appetite thou givest us for the true and the 
beautiful, the right and the just, for the love and wel- 
fare of our brother men, and the vast and overshadow- 
ing hope which thou givest us towards thee. We thank 
thee for this great nature thou hast given, with its hun- 
gerings and thirstinga for ultimate welfare, for duty now 



We thank thee for all the various conditions of d 
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tal life. We lj!e>s tliee ior the little cliildrea who are 
of thy kingdom and Hhom tbou jt-t sufFerest to come 
unto us; we Ihank ihee for these perpetual prophets 
of thine, who^e comiiig foretells that progressive king- 
dom of righteou-new which i-. ever at our doora, waiting 
to be revealed , we thank thee for the joy which these 
little huij of promise gne to many a father's and 
mother's heait We thank thee for the power of youth; 
we bless thee for its green promise, its glad foretelling, 
and its ahundant hope, and its eye that looks ever 
upwards and ever on. We thank thee for the strength 
of manhood and of womanhood, into whose hands thou 
committest the ark of the family, the community, the 
nation, and the world. We thank ihee for the strength 
of the full-grown body, for the vigor of the mature, 
expanded, and progressive mind, and all the vast ability 
which thou treasui-est up in these earthen vessels of our 
bodies, holding for a moment the immortal 'foul thou 
confidest to their care We bless thee foi the old age 
which crowns man's head with silver honors, the timt 
of long and experienced lile, and ennehes his heirt 
with the wisdom which bahjhood knew not, whuh 
youth could not compiehend ind only long contmued 
manhood or womanhood could mature at length and 
make perfect Lord, we thank thee that thou hist 
made iis thus wondrously and cunously, ind binde~t 
together the ages of infancy and jouth and m'lnhood 
and old age, by the sweet tie of family and ot aucial 
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which thou hast created, guiding the swallow and the 
robin in their far-wandering hut not neglected flight, 
for without thee not a span-ow fallelh to the ground, 
and thou overruleat the seeming accident even for the 
sparrow's good. 

Father, we remember before thee our daily lives, 
tliaDking thee for our joy, and praying thee that there 
may be in us such love of thee, sucE reverence and 
holy Irust, that we shall use the world of matter as 
tliou meantest us to use it all. In our daily work, may 
we keep our hands clean, and an undefiled heart ; may 
we do justly, and love mercy, and walk humbly with 
thee. When our cup runs over with gladness, may we 
grow bountiful to all that need our wealth, using our 
strength for the weakness of other men. to lift up those 
that are fallen, to be eyes to the blind, and feet to the 
lame, and to search out the cause which we know not. 
We remember our sorrows before Ihee, and when our 
mortal hearts are afflicted, when sickness lays waste 
our strength, when rlcliea flee off from our grasp, when 
our dear ones in their infancy, their youth, their man- 
hood or old age, are lifted away from the seeiug of our 
eyes, — may our hearts follow them to that transcend- 
ent world, and come back laden with the joy into which 
they have already entered. Our Father, may we so 
know thee as all-wise, and all just as to never fear thee, 
but perfect love shall cast out fear, and a continual 
spring-time of faith bud and leave and blossom and 
grow and bear fruit unto eternal righteousness. So 
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may we pass from glory fo glory, transfiguring our- 
selves into an ever higher and more glorious likeness 
of thyself, and here on earth enler into thy kingdom 
and taste its joy, its gladness and its peace. So may 
thy kingdom come and thy will be done on earlh as 
it is in heaven. 
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MAT 23, 1853. 

OTHOTJ Infinite Presence, who livest and moveet 
and hast thy being in all things that are above us, 
and around us, and underneath, for a moment we 
would feel thee at our heart, and remember that it is in 
thee we also live and move and have our being. Con- 
scious of thy presence, we would look on our daily 
hves th^t ihe murmur of oui busmeas and the roir of the 
streets ind the jar of the noisy woiH maj mingle m 
the prayer of our aipiiiii ra and our devout soul may 
chinge It ill into a p aim ot gratitude and a hjmn of 
ever a'-cending prijei May the meditations of our 
hpartf and the word thit is ue Ihente draw u^. nearer 
unto thee who art alnayo above us and abDut ui and 

We hleaa thee for the m'itenil world wherewith thou 
euMroneat us beneith ind ihout and overiieid We 
thaak thee for the night where thy moon wilks in 
bnghtue s [ourmg out her heautj ill around with a 
star or two beside her and we ble s thee ioi the uu 
who cuiiously prepire^' the chimhers ot the Ei-it «ith 
his beauty and then pours out the golden day upon the 



Ho^duGooglc 



149 

waiting and expectant ground. We tliank thee for the 
new life which comes tingling in the boughs of every 
great or little tree, which is green in the new-ascended 
grass, and transfigures itself in the flowers to greater 
brightness than Solomon ever put on. We thank thee 
for the seed which the farmer has cradled in the ground, 
or which thence lifia up its happy face of multitudinous 
prophecy, telling us of harvests that are to come. We 
thank thee also for the garment of prophecy with which 
thou girdest the forests and adornest every tree all round 
our Northern lands. We bless thee for the fresh life 
which teems in the waters that are about us, and in the 
little brooks which run among the hills, which warbles 
in the branches of the trees, and hums with new-bom 
insects throughout the peopled land. O Lord, w e thank 
thee for a day so sweet and fair as this, when the trees 
lift up their hands in a psalm of gratitude to thee, and 
eveiy little flower that opens its cup and every wan- 
dering bird seem filled by thy spirit, and grateful to 
thee. We thank thee for all thine handwritings of 
revelation on the walls of the world, on the heavens 
above us and the ground beneath, and all the testimo- 
nies recorded there of thy presence, thy power-^ thy 
justice, and thy love. 

We thank thee not less for that perpetual spring- 
time with which thou visitest the human soul. We 
bless thee for the sun of righteousness which never 
sets, nor allows any night there, but, with healing in 
his beams, shakes down perennial day on eyes chat 
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open, and on hearts that, longing, lift them up to thee. 
We thank thee for the great truths which shine to us, 
the lesser hght like the moon in the darkneaa of the 
niglit, and those great lights which pour out a continu- 
ous and never-ending dav ahout us where'er we turn 
our weary mortal feel. We thank thee for the gener- 
ous emotions which spring up anew in every genera- 
tioa of mankind, for the justice that faints not nor is 
weary, for the truth which never fails, for that philan- 
thropy which goes out and brings the wanderer homp, 
which life up the faOen and heals the sick, is eji'S to 
the blind and feet to the lame ; yea, we thank thee for 
that piety which inspired thy sons in many a distant 
age, in every peopled land, and we bless thee that it 
springs anew in our heart, drawing us unto thee, and 
giving us a multitudinous prophecy of glories that are 
yet to come, while it sheds peace along (he pathway 
where we turn our weary mortal feet. 

We remember before thee the various business of 
our lives, thanking thee for the bread we eat, the rai- 
ment we put on, the houses which shelter us, tho tools 
that occupy our hands, and all this wonderful array of 
material things whereby thou marriest the immortal 
soul to this globe of lands about us and underneath. 
We thank thee for the process of our work, blessing 
thee for all which industry teaches to our intelligent 
hand, to our thoughtful mind, to om' conscience, which 
would accord it with thy law, lo our hearts, which 
would love each other, and lo our soul, which gains 
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not only daily bread for the body, but bread of life 
for it^ulf, yea. angel's bri-ad, wherewilli ihou admin- 
isterest the industrial aacraraent to our lipa in our 
daily toil. 

We remember before thee our variou's duties and 
temptations on the earth. In the time of our youth- 
ful passion, we pray thee that eonseienee may light its 
fire within our heart, to shed its iight along our path, 
that we stumble not, nor fall into the snare of the de- 
stroyer : and in the more dangerous hour when ambi- 
tion tempts (he man, we pray thee that with greatness 
of religion we may bid this enemy also stand behind 
u*, and wail till we bind his hands and make him bear 
our burdens and grmd the mill whereby we achieve 
greater glories for ourselves. We pray thee that 
when we are weak and poor and foolish, we may re- 
member the Eourfe of all strength and all riches and 
all wisdom ; and when we grow strong and rich, wise 
and good, may we never forget our duly to the poor, 
the wealt, the fiwlitli and the wicked man, but, remem- 
bering that mercy is more than sacrifice, may we love 
others as we love ourselves, and forgive them as we 
ask thy blessing on us in our trespasses and our sins. 

We remember before thee those that are near and 
dear to us, joined by many a pleasant tie, seen by the 
eyes, or felt only in the soul which trembles across dis- 
tances, and with the electric bond of love joins the dis- 
tant as the near. We thank thee for all that we love, 
and who in turn love us, and, mid the noisy world, we 
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bless thee for the quiet satisfaction which comes to 
pea:' ef 111 loving souls. 

Father, we rememher not less those who are of us, 
if wiili us no more, and while we dare not (hank thee 
that the mortal has faded from our sight, we thank 
thee that we know that when friend and lover are put 
from us, they go not into darkness but into unspeak- 
able light, born out of the world of time to live forever 
in thy glorious eternity. 

Our Father, we remember before thee our whole 
country, thanking thee for the many blessings thou 
hast given us, for the great multitude of its people, for 
the abundance of its riches, for its industry which fails 
not, and its mind which grows ever the more intelli- 
gent. We tliank thee for great men who in times past 
bore to this land (he seed of promise, planted it in 
the wilderness!, watched over it, defending with their 
tears, and enriching with their blood ; yea, who drew 
swords in its manly defence. We thank thee for these 
men, for these great, noble, valiant souls, who m our 
day of pilgrimage and of revolution were faithful to 
mankind's sorest need, and wrought for us so great 
deliverance. 

And now. Lord, we remember before thee one,* 
two years smce felled by the assassin's coward hand, 
himself not less noble than the noblest, and by the 
stripes of our iniquity which were laid on iiim, dis- 

* Charles Sunmer. 
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able! alike trora [uUic duty and pri\ate jov, hini 
whom the waters trading rock while he seeks m 
other lands (he quiet and the health this cannot rffer 
"Wp thank thee for hi vahant soul which remembered 
Its brayeiy when otheis thouahl but of diacretion and 
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Father we pray thee that m every emergeniy of 
ur hyes we may be 1 1 Ihful to the dutj which the diy 
lemands anl with referent spuit'' icrimt us hke men 
dcing what should be done bewing what must be 
borne and so growing greater from oui toil ai 1 our 
=uffei ngs till WL tran flj,ure our ehes into noble im 
ages ot hiiaanity which ire bUmeless within and 
beautiful without, and acceptable to thy apint So 
mty thj kingdom come aud thy will be done on earth 
as it la in heaven for thme is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, the dominion and honor forever 
and ever. 
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JUNE 6, 1868. 

OTHOU Infinite Perfection, who art everywhere 
presi-nt. by day and night, we would flee unto 
thee, and for a moment take tUee to our con- 
sciousness, in whom we live and move and ha^e our 
being, as thou also li\eat and movest and hast thy be- 
ing in us. Conscious of our dependence upon tliee, 
we would remember our joys and our sorrows, pray- 
ing thee that from our moment of communion and of 
worship we may get new strength to serve thee all the 
days of our lives. O Thou Infinite Mother, who art 
the parent of our bodies and our souls, we know that 
thou hast us always in thy charge and care, that thou 
cradlest the world beneath thine eye, which never 
slumbers nor sleeps, and for a moment we would be 
conscious of thy presence with us, that thereby we may 
enlighten what ia dark, and raise what is low. and 
purify what is troubled, and confirm every virtue that 
is weak within us, till, blameless and beautiful, eom- 
plcte and perfect, we can present ourselves before 
thee. 

Father in heaven and on earth, we thank thee for 
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the world of matter ttou hast given us, about us, un- 
dcrueath us, and above our heads. "We thank thee for 
the genial year, whose sweet breath is now diffused 
abroad o'er all our Northern land. We thank thee 
for this great inorganic and organic mass of tilings 
whereon we live. We bless thee for the world of vege- 
talive growth whicii comeo creeping, creeping i-very- 
where, spreading over the shoulders of the land, and 
running beneath the waters of the sea. We thank 
thee for the flowers wbich adorn the green gra'is, and 
which hang their open petals in wondrous beauty yet 
from many a lingering tree. We thank thee for these 
leaser and these greater prophefs who proclaim in their 
oracles the various gospel of the year, foretelling the 
harvest of grass for the cattle, and of bread for man, 
and satisfaetion for every living thing. We thank 
thee for the rain thou sheddest down from heaveo, 
abundant in its season, and the genial heat thou min- 
glest with the air and earth, changing these seeming 
dead organic things to vegetative growth. We bless 
thee for the animated world of living things that feed 
upon the ground, that wing the air with their melodi- 
ous beauty, or that sai[ unseen the depths of the sea. 
We thank thee for all this varied flock of speaking 
and of bilent things which thou hast breathed upon 
with thy breath of life. We thank thee that from day 
to day tiiou spreadest a table for every great and every 
little thing, that thou feedest the fowls of heaven, and 
carest for the beasts of the earth, the cattle and the 
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creeping things, taking care of oxen, and having Itine 
eye on all the many millions of creatures which thou 
hidest in the waters of the sea, where thou feedest 
them with thy hounty, housing and clothing and heal- 

We thank thee for this great human world which 
thou haiit superadded to this earth and air and =ea. 
We Ihank thee for the mighty capacities which thou 
hast given us for thought and toll, for use, and beauty's 
sweeter use, £ur duty and all the manifold works of 
mortal lime. We hless thee for the eye of conscience 
which thy sun of righleousnets doth so irradiate with 
teallng in his heams, and we thank thee for tins blessed 
power of affection which makes^ twain one, and thence 
educeat many forth, and joinest all in bonds of gladness 
and of love. We thank tliee for this uplifted and up- 
lifting soul of ours, whereby we know thee, our Father 
and our Mother, and have serene delight in thy eoalin- 
ual presence and thy love. 

Father, we (hank thee for that transcendent world 
Bear to the earth of matter and the soul of man, where- 
in thou dwelleat, thou and the blessed spirits thou en- 
eloseat, as the sea her multitudinous and her fruitful 
waves. 

Father, we thank thee for thine own self, for thy 
fetherly loving-kindness, for thy motherly tender mercy, 
which are over all thy works, breaking their bread to 
the humbler things that are beneath us, and feeding us 
not less with bread from heaven, even the spiritual 
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food which is ouv soul's dear sustenance. We thank 
thee that when we slumber and when we wake, when 
we think of thee, and when our minds are on the cares 
of eartli, or the joys of friendship, thou hast us equally 
in thy care, brooding oser u= with a mother's love, 
sheltering us with all the perfections of thine infinite 
being. Yea, we thank thee that when, through the 
darkness thai lies about us, or the grosser darkness of 
perverted will within, we wander from thy ways, thy 
molhei'ly love foraakes us not, but thou readiest out 
thine arm and bringeat back the wanderer, lounding 
home at last, a wiser and a belter man, that he has 
sinned, and sutfered, and so returned. 

"We remember before thee our inward and our out- 
ward lives, and pray thee that, on this material world, 
and of this human, and surrounded so by thee, we may 
live great, blameless, noble live^. May there be in us 
that soul of piety which so regardest thine mflnite 
power, wisdom, justice, and love, that we shall scorn 
to disobey the law whieh thou hast writ on flesh or 
soul, hut keep all whieh thou coaimandest, and aerve 
thee by a life that is continually Useful, beautiful, and 
acceptable with thee. In this spring-lime of the year, 
half summer now, may there be a kindred spring-time 
in our soul, and the lesser and the gres^er prophcls 
thereof, may they hang out their pleasing oracles, the 
gcipel which promises a noble harvest of virtue in 
days to come. May we havo such piety within, trans- 
figuring itself to such morality without, that we shall 



Ho^duGooglc 



168 

bear everj cross which should he home, do each duty 
which must be done, and at all times bravely acquit 
US like noble men. Thus may we grow to the meas- 
ure of the stature of a complete and perfect man, pass- 
ing from glory to glory, till thou finishest thy work on 
earth through our hands, and welcomest us to thine 
own kingdom of heaven, to advance forever and ever, 
from glory to glory, from joy to joy, aa we are led hy 
thee. So may thy kingdom come and thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
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JUNE 13, 1853. 

OTHOU who art always near to us, we in our 
con'ifiou9Qes3 would for a moment draw near 
unio thee, and, feeling thee at our heart, would 
remember the circumstances of our daily lives, the 
joys we delight in, the sorrows we bear, the sina 
wherewith we transgress against thee, the graxe, and 
solemn, and joyous duties thou givest us to do, 

Thou who givest to mankind liberally, we thank 
thee for the world of matter wherein thou hast placed 
us, for the heavens above our head, for the stars that 
burn in perenniaJ splendor, though the misty exhala- 
tions of the earth may hide them from our sight. We 
bless thee for the sun which above the clouds pours 
down the light, and creates a world of beauty, erelong 
to be opened to our mortal sense. We thank thee for 
this great foodful ground underneath our feet, now gar- 
mented wilh such loieliness, and adorned with the 
manilbid radiance of thy loving-kindneas and thy ten- 
der mercy. We thank thee for the grass everywhere 
growing for the cattle, and for the bread which the 
farmer's thoughtful toil wins by thy providence from 
out the fertile ground. We thank thee for the seed he 
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Li> t'l-t info il- fmious and the bhde pier:>ing the 
earth with ita oiacle of promise, forelplhng thp weeks 
of hiryevt whi^li are sure to follow m their appointed 
time We tbink the*" that in the co!d r^n from the 
fikien, thou -iheddest down the un-eon causes of harvests 
b 1 f d f h a y wh' 1 
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We bless thee for this toilsome and far-reaching mind, 
which gives us dominion over the earth beneath our 
feet, and makes the winds and the waters serve us, 
which tames the lightning of lieaven, and learns the 
time from the stars by niglit and the sun by d;»y. We 
thank thee for that great world of artistic use 0^d 
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beauty, and o( scientific trulh, wliich the human mind 
has made to blossom from out this foodful ground and 
these starry heavens whi.-rewith thou girdest us about, 

We bleis tliee for the moral sense, hungering and 
thirsting after righteousness, and that Ihou fiUest our 
conscience with thine owb justice, enhghtening our 
pathway with the lamp of right, shining with its ever 
unchanging beams, to light alike the way of thy com- 
mandments and of human toil upon the earth. 

We thank thee for these dear affections, which set 
the solitary in families, and of twain make one, and 
thence bring many forth, peopling the world with in- 
fantile gladness, which grows up to manhood and to 
womanhood in all their various forms. We thank thee 
for that unselfish and self-foi^etful love which toils for 
the needy, whieh is eyes for the blind, and feet for the 
lame, and is wisdom for the fool, and spreads civiliea- 
lion all ronnd tlie wnrid, giving freedom to the slave 
and light to those who have long sat in darkness. 

We thank Ihce for this overmastering religious 
faculty, the flower of intellect and conscience and the 
affections, and we bless thee that by this we know thee 
instinctively, and ha\e a joyous delight in thy presence, 
opening our flower, whereinto thou sheddest gentle 
dew, warming it with all thy fatherly and motherly 
love, blessing us from day to day, from age to age. 

We thank thee for l!ie great triumphs of the human 
race, that while thou Greatest us individually as little 
babies, and collectively as wild men, slowly but cer- 
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tainlj' thou leadest thy children from low beginnings, 
ever upward anJ ever forwanl, towards those glorious 
heights which our eyes have not seen nor our forefeel- 
ing hearts completely understood. "We thank thee for 
the truth, the justice, the philanliropy and the piety, 
which elder ages have brought forth and sent down fo 
us, to gladden our eyes and to delight our hearts. We 
thank thee for those great, noble souls whom thou ere- 
atedst with genius anil filledit with ils normal inspiration, 
who have shed light •»long the human path in many a 
dark day of our human hiblory, and in every savage 
land. And abo\e all these do we thank thee for that 
noble brother of hum'tnity, who, in his humble life, in a 
few years, repealed to us bo much of justice, so much 
of love, and wilh such bhmeless piety looked up to thee, 
while he forgave his enemies, putting up a prayer for 
them. And not less. O Father, do we thank thee for 
the millions of men and womin, who with common gifts 
and noble faithfulneas ha\e trod the way of life, doing 
their daily duties all unabashed by fear of men. We 
thank thee for wb'^t hds been wrought out by these fa- 
mous or these humble hinds ^' hich has come down to us. 
Lord, we thank thee lor thyself. Father and Mother 
to the little child and the man full-grown. We thank 
thee tliat thou lovcst thy savage and thy civilized, and 
puttest the arms of motherly kindness about thy saint 
and round thy sinner too. Thou who art Infinite in 
power and in wisdom, we bless thee that we are sure 
not less of thine infinite justice and thy perfect love. 
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Yea, we tliank thee that out of tliese perfections thou 
bast made alike the world of matter and of man, pro- 
viding a glorious destination for every living thing 
which thou broughtest forth. 

We remember before thee our daily lives, and we 
pray thee that in us there may be such knowledge of 
thy true perfection, such a feeling of our nature's noble- 
ness, that we shall love thee with all our understanding, 
with all our heart and soul. We remember the carious 
toil^ thou givest us, the joys we rejoice in, the sins we 
have often committed, and we pray thee that there may 
be such strength of piety within us, that it shall bring 
all our powers to serve thee in a perfect concord of har- 
monious life. In youth may no sins of passion destroy 
or disturb the sou!, but may we use our members for 
their most noble work ; and in manhood's more danger- 
ous hour may no ambition lead us astray from the true 
path of duty and of joy. Wherever thou castest the 
hues of our lot, there may we serve thee daily with a 
life which is a constant communion with thyself. So 
day by day may we transfigure ourselves into nobler 
images of thy spirit, walk ever in the light of thy coun- 
tenance, and pass from the glory of a manly prayer to 
the grander glory of t m^nly life, upiight before thee 
and downright before men and ''o serve thee in the 
flesh till all our days are holy days, and every work, 
act and thought becomes i >tcrament as uplifting as 
oiir prayer. So may thy kingdom come and thy will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven 
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OTHOTJ Infinite Presence, who occupiest all apace 
and all lime with thy perfections, we flee unto 
thee, and would feel for a taoment the conscious- 
ness of thee, and in the light of thy countenance would 
we spread out our life before thee, and so pay thee 
worship in our prayer that we may give thee manly 
and womanly service all ^ i '^ t' continual clean- 
ness of hands and glal f h ar We know that 
thou needest no prayer f m 1 p our hearts, but 
in our feebleness and d p nd upon thee, we love to 
join ourselves for a mon nt n 1 nt or our spoken 
prayer, with thee, who t F h and our Mother, 
that we may gird up our loins and strengthen our spint 
before thee. 

O Lord, who givest to manfeind liberally, and up- 
braidest not, we thank thee for the blessings thou be- 
slowest from day to day. We thank thee for this 
material world, now clad in its garment of Northern 
beauty, for the great sun which all day pours down his 
light upon the waiting and the grateful world, and for the 
earth underneath our feet. We bless thee for the green 
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luiuinnce whicli lilh up al] the Tillej" and coTCis all 
tLe hiils, and hangs in its leafj splendor iiom every 
tiee We hle-s thee for the gns3 biead for tho cattle, 
ito hnive t of we spread everywhere and for (lie vt 
nous be iuty which here and there '-p ingle* all useful 
thing which ihma eje loot'' down upon Vii- thank 
thee for the gram which i- the food of man and for the 
green fimt hanging penlcnt on many i bough whicli 
w in-a in tlie umme nl t w^ve-of^e^]ng unto thee 
We 1h ink th e t! at all n ht long when our eyes are 
closed, abo^e ou h id tl e -mother world of heiuty, 
where star speak 1 unto ata and thougii there be no 
I nice nor Jangua e y t thy great spirit therein watches 
alike over the leep n and the wakeful world. 

Falher we thank thee for this great human world 
which thou hast created. We bless thee for the glorious 
nature which thou ha«t given a=, above the material 
things and abo^e the hea-sts who feed thereon, which 
thou hast made also subservient unto us. We thank 
thee for the vast talents, so various and &o fair, which 
(liou hast lodged in these earthen vessels of our bodies. 
We bless the** for our vast capacity for improvement 
in every noblest thing, and tliat thou ha^t so made tbe 
world that wliile we seek the daily bread for our body 
which perishes in the using, we gain also by thy sweet 
providence that bread of life which groweth not old, 
j.nd strengthens our soul forever and ever. 

We thank theu for the joys thou givest us here on 
earth, for the blessing which comes as the result of our 



Ho^duGooglc 



166 

daily loil, which feed? our mouths, and clotbes our 
bodies, and houses and heals us in the world where 
shelter and medicine are kind to our mortal flesh. We 
thank tliee for the education which comes from the 
process of all honest work, the humblest and the high- 
est. "We bless thee for the moral sense, telling us of 
that star of right which shines forever in thine heaven, 
and sheds down the light of thine unchanging law, even 
in thedaiknes^cfoui loUj -md our am We ble s thee 
for thn great human heirt by whi^h we live, making us 
dear to kmsfolk and acquamtance, to fnend md rela- 
tion, jc ining the lover and belovpd wife and husband, 
child and parent, in sweet alhancea of gentleness and 
love Father wc thank tliee for this soul of ours, 
which hungers ind thirsts after thee ^nd will not lie 
fed s'i^e with thy tiulh, thy justice, and ihy love 

We bless thee ioi the glorious hi-tory which thou 
hast gi\en to humankind th*t fiom the wild hahjhood 
wherein thou createdst man at hr>t, thou htst ied u> up 
thus far, through devious w ly , to us not understood, 
bui known to be ordered by thee, tending to that g ind 
destination whiih thou appointest for all mankind We 
thank thee for the great pioihets who have gone bcfoie 
us in every Hnd and in every age, gifted with genius m 
their mture, and inspired from thee thiough the noble 
Use of the talents thou gayest them We thank thee 
for the truths they taught for the justice thej showed 
for the lo\e to men whi h was then faith and their 
daily life, and the piety nheiem they walked and weie 
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strengthened and made glad. We bless thee for the 
ways of the world which were made smooth by the toil of 
the e great men and th'it we tin walk setene on x>alh3 
once ilippery with their blood at 1 now monumented 
ni h their memorial bon O Lord we thank thee for 
our noble brolher who in manj general ona ff>ne by 
Ircifrlt w mui^b of (ruth to daikhi s nia showed bo 
muth of ju-Jtice and hved 10 much of fhlanlhnp^ to 
men and of piety to thee 

O ir Father while we think thee for the mitenal 
anl the human wtrld we bless thee aho toi thit di 
Mne world which transcends Ihem both We thank 
tkei. toi that heaven the abode of itpirits di embodied 
fr m the eaith anl we lilt up our pyes towards those 
who have gone betore us our fathers or our children, 
hu band or wife kmsfolk and friends and we thank thee 
liiil we know thit they iri, all safe with thee thj fa 
theily arms ■tround them and thy motherlj eye giving 
th m thy blessing 

We thank thee for thyself who flllest that world rod 
al o this globe of matter and this spheie it man with 
thj transcendent pre ence We ble s th e ftr thine 
almighty power ihrae all knowmg wi dom thine "^11 
rigl teous justiie ind thine all blessing love which 
watches over and saves everj «on and daughter of 
mankind In the inidat ot things whicli we do not 
unde: tand, we bless thee that we ire sure of thee 
and hive towirds thee that perfect love whch cast 
out every lear 
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OTHOU Infinite Presence, who art everywhere, 
ivbora no name can describe, but who dwellest in 
houses niHde wilh hands, and flllest the heaven 
of heavens, which run over with thy perfections, we 
would draw near to thee for a moment, who forever 
art near to us, and would think of our own lives in the 
light of tliy countenance, and bO gird up our souls for 
duty and strengthen otirselvP'! for e^ery care and every 
cross thou layost on us. We know that thou needest 
nothing at our hands nor at our heart, but in our weak- 
ness, conscious of our infinite need of thee, we would 
strengthen ourselves by the prayer of a moment for 
the service of a day, and a wei k, and all our lives. 
We thank thee for the world wherein Ihou hast cast 
the lines of our tot. We bless thee for the material 
universe where thou habt placed us. We thank thee 
for the heavens over our heads, purple and golden in 
their substance, and jewelled all o\er by night wilh 
such refulgent fires. We thank thee for the moon 
which there walks in beauty, shedding her romantic 
glory on the slumbering ground, and making poetic 
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Ihe rudest tiling in country or in (own. We thank 
thee for that great sun which brings us the day-spring 
from on high, and Iringes the earth at morning an<i at 
evening with such evangelic beauty, and all daj warms 
the great growing world with thy loving-kindness and 
tliy tender mercy too. We thank thee for the earth 
underneath our feet, and the garment of green beauty 
wherewith the shoulders of the Northern world are 
now so sumptuously clad. We thank (hee fur the 
harvest of bread for the cattle and of bread for man, 
growing out of the ground, and waving in the oummer 
wind. We thank thee for the beauty which thou en- 
thronest in every leaf, which thou incarnalest in every 
little grasa, and wherewith thou fringest the biooks 
which run among the hills, and bordereat the paths 
which men have trod in wood and field. 

We thank thee likewise for the noble nature which 
thou hast given to us, for this spiritual earth and 
heaven which we are; we thank thee for the glow 
of material splendor, of purple and of gold, where- 
with thou ioiestejt us, and for the more than starry 
beauty with which our souls are jewelled foMh. We 
thank thee for the lesser truths which walk in beauty 
in our infantile darkness, and the greater which in 
manhood's prime shed down the constant day, and fringe 
with morning and with evening beauty our manly 
life. We thank thee for the other harvests, both of 
beauty and of use, which grow out from the human 
soul, for the truths that we know, for the justice that 
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we see, for the love tliat we feel to our brother-men, 
and all the manifold felicities we galher from tlie ae- 
cordance of congenial aoula that make sweet music on 
the earth. We bless thee for our dear ones, folded 
in our arm's, sheltered underneath our roof, fed with 
the toil of our hands or our head?, for those who are 
bone uf our bone and flesh of our flesh, and those 
others not less who are poul of our soul. We thank 
thee for those who dmly or weekly gather with us, 
the benediction to our eyes, their voice the household 
music of our liparts, and for tho=e also who are scat- 
tered abroad, ami are of us still, thoagh no longer with 
us. We thank thee for all these joys which thou givest 
to our earthly flesh and to our heavenly soul. 

IVe bless thee for thyself, that we know of thine 
infinite perfections, thy power unending, thy justice 
all-vighteous, thy wisdom all-knowing, and thy love 
which blesies and saves mankind with beatitudes which 
we did not know or dared not ask, and could not even 
dream of in our highest mond of prayer. We thank 
thee that while thou foldcst the great universe in thine 
arms and cajest for every system of suns and stars, 
not less thou feedest every little plani with sacramen- 
tal cup from each cloud, holding a blessing for the trees 
and (he grass. We thank thee that thou also watchest 
over the spider's nightly web spread out upon the grass, 
and caresC for every great and every little thing, and 
art father and mother to ail the things that be. 
Lord, we thank Ihee that thou lovest us not only for 
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JULY 11, 1858. 

OTHOU Infinit fepint who ducllest in liouse<! 
male with honi! inl evtrynhere no! le ha'*t 
thj dttclling place we flee uufo thee to n,meni 
ber before thee the jojs we dflight in the duties thou 
give«t ua to do ind the orrows we need^ m i=t bear 
and in the hght of thy countenai ce we would be 
strtngthened tot every dutj and filled with g at tude 
for Lieiv joy thou give t A thou feedeaf the ground 
with unlight from on h gh anl wat rehf it when it 
a"kest not horn thj sauramentnl cup out of thp heav 
en so we know that thou wilt feed and water Ua with 
thy bounty i id nettle t not that we should lak thee 
bit in (lur lorkn as we turn unto tl ee fii lig) t anl 
m our weiknps fiom thine infinitude we would fill 
our httle ut ni wifh strength in 1 mike our«eh es beau 
titul in thy sight 

O Thou who art our i ath r and our Mother we 
thank thee ior the loving kindnes ai 1 the ten lei mercy 
which are over all thy works. We bless thee for the 
harvests of bread which are growing out of the ground 
under the incessant heat of summer, and we thank thee 
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for the exceeding bciiuly wlitrewith thou givest tty 
bunedietion on tlie daily bread not less of tattle than 
of men. We thank thee for ihe transient flowers which 
line llie way-side, and cloihe the hedges and adorn the 
fields with heavenly magnificence, and we (hank thee 
for all tliat perennial beauty which thou enthronest in 
the stars on high. We bless thee for the moon's ro- 
mantic story, every night told to us, and the glorious 
loveliness of day which the sun pours out from the 
golden urn of thy magnificence. We bless thee that 
thou hast lined the boi'ders of the sea with green and 
purple beauty, and scarfed the mountains with savage 
loveliness, af.d with the morning's and the evening's 
twofold ring of beauty thou marriest forever the day 
and night, revealing in this material magnificence tokens 
and signs of thine own loving-kindness, which passeth 
knowledge, and the sovereign beauty of thy spirit, which 
steals into our souls. 

Father, we thank thee that, creating this world so 
great and adorning it so fair, thou hast yet made our 
spirit vaster than the bounds of time and spaee, and 
^vest us power to adorn it with magnificence that 
shames the green and purple lining of the sea, and 
to put the stars of heaven out of sight with its sweet 
glory and the bravery of its spiritual loveliness. We 
thank thee for the great nattu-e thou hast given us ; we 
bless thee for its power of ceaseless progress, of continu- 
ally growing greater and nobler, and fairer decked with 
beauty spiinging from the innermost of our soul. We 
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thank thee for every Iriumpli wliicli mankind has won, 
for all the great truths which have come sounding 
musical from past times, for all the nohle men whom in 
di-tant days thou raisedst up out of humanity, to tell n9 
of our power, and in their lives to reveal to us fo mneh 
of thyself. 

We thank thee for rapn and nomen in our own time 
not less gifted, nor less faithful, who also apeak as thou 
inspireat them, telling words of truth and of juotice and 
of lovi", and by street-side, and in lane, and house, and 
everywhere, pursuing the calm and beautifpl gospel of 
their lives, wherein ihey puhlish humanity to all maa- 

We thank thee for all that has come to us from past 
times and our own day, "We bless thee for the special 
gifts thou guest to us in our several families and 
homes and hearts. We thank thee for the new-born 
life we rpjoice in, and for other lives that are spared, 
lonn; familiar to our eyes and our heart. 

We bless thee for the various seasons of life, thank- 
ing thee for the little bud of infancy, and for ihe great 
handsome flower of manly and womanly life, fragrant 
with Lope, and prophetic in its beauty. And not less 
do we thank llice for the ripened fruit of humanity; 
yea, we bless thee for venerable age, crowned with sil- 
ver, and rich with the recolleclions and the beatitudes 
of many deeds well done. We thank thee for all the 
joy thou givest in this manifold human life to child and 
parent, to lover and beloved, to husband and wife, kins- 



Ho^duGooglc 



176 

folk and relative and friend, and the gladsome benedic- 
tion which tlius Ihou settest on thy children's head. Yea, 
we thank thee that when our mortal spring has bloomed 
out, when our earthly summer is ended and vanished, 
and the ripened fruit fells from our human tree, the 
seed thereof Ihou takest to thyself lo be with thee for- 
ever and forever. Tea, we thank Ihee for that tran- 
scendent world where thou takest (o thyself the soda 
of all thy children, having no son of perdition, and bless- 
ing all witii thine infinite fatherly and motherly love. 

Remembering all these things, we pray thee that we 
may live great and glorious Uvea, fiill of the strength 
of humanity, and enriched with benedictions from thy- 
self. May we use our bodies wisely, counting them but 
as the earthen vessels to hold the spiritual treasure thou 
givest us. In tlie innermost of our soul may we dwell 
familiar with thee, knowing all of thine infinite perfec- 
tions, and so loving thee that our love shall cast out 
every fear, and we shall keep the lavp thou wvitest on 
this world of matter, and with thy still small voice pro- 
claimest within the innermost of our soul. Day by day 
may we grow to higher and higher heights, and, as new- 
bom blessings drop into our arms, as old familiar lives 
are spared to us, may we grow nobler and brighter by 
the blessings thou givest, till within us all shall be 
blameless, and outward everything shall be beautiful, 
and we shall pass from the glory of a good beginning 
to the greater glory of a triumphant end. So may thy 
kingdom come, and thy will be done on earth as if is in 
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OTHOTT Infinile One, who art the perpetual pres- 
ence in matter and in mind, we flee unfo thee, Ja 
whom we live and move and have our being, and 
for a moment would hold thee in our consciousness, tliat 
from the morning worship of our Sabbath day we may 
ieara to serve thee all the days of our lives, strength- 
ened thereby and made blessed. 

We thank thee for the great world of matter, whereof 
thou buildest our bodies up, and whence thou feedeat 
them continually from day to day. We thank thee for 
the fervent heat of summer, wherewith thou provideat 
the food for cattle and for men, and satisflest the wants 
of every plant ind we thank thee for the rain which 
in its season ihou sheddct down on meadows newly 
mown, to call up new haive-ts where the farmer haa 
already gathered one We thank thee for the blessing 
of heat and of moi<!fure, thy two great servants which 
so mysterioualy cre'^te this \ eatable world. We thank 
thee for the harvests grown or growing still out of the 
ground, and greateniag and beautifying on many a tree. 
We thank thee for the bread of oxen and of men, 
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which human toil by thy laws wins from out the ground, 
which thou feedest from the sun and the waters from 
thine own sweet heavens. 

We thank thee that while thus thou ministerest unto 
us things that are u?eful, thou givest us also the bene- 
diction of beauty, not only on our own bread, but on aU 
the food wherewith thou satisfiest the wants of every 
living thing. We thank thee for the great gospel of 
nature which thou hast writ, and revealest continually 
in the heavens over us, in the ground under us, and 
in the air whereby both we and all things continually 

We thank thee for that greater world of spirit whereof 
thou buildest up our several persons, for the vast capa- 
bilities which thou givest to us, the power to know, to 
feel, lo will, to worship, and to serve and trust. We 
thank thee for the power of infinite growth winch thou 
givest to thy child maiikinii, and inipartest also unto 
each of us. 

We thank thee for all the blessings which have come 
to us from (he men of times pa^t. We blesi thee for 
the great whom thou hast gifted with lai^e talents and 
with genius, whom thou sendest from age to age to be 
the leaders and the guides of thy children, marshdlling ua 
the way that we should go. We thank thee for such 
as have brought scientific truth to light, for those who 
have organized into families and communities and states 
and nations thy multitudinous children on the earth. 
We bless thee for all who have taught us truth, who 
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have shown us justice, and have revealed thyself fo as 
in all thine infinite beauty, and have taught us to live 
a blameless life of love. We thank thee for thy proph- 
ets, thy evangelists, who in every tongue have spoken 
to mankind, doing great service to the millions who are 
about them, waiting for such high instruction. 

We thank thee for him whom in days long since 
thou raisedst up in the midst of darkness to establish 
light, and though mankind has worshipped our brother 
whom we ought but fo follow and to imitate, guided by 
his light and warned by what was ill, yet we thank thee 
for the great truths he proclaimed in speech, and the 
noble life that he lived on earth, showing us the way 
to thee, telling us the truth from ihee, and living so 
much of that life that is in thee and with thee for 

And not less do we thank thee for men with talents 
no smaller in our own days, who likewise serve their 
fellows by telling truth and proclaiming justice, and 
living the calm, sweet life which is piety within and 
philanthropic love without. We bless thee for those 
whose gladdening feet print the earth with the benedic- 
tion of their presence, for those whose loilsome hands 
do good continually to mankind, and ask no return, for 
those whose large mind carries the lamp which is to guide 
mankind from Egyptian darkness fo a large, fair place 
where they shall dwell together in glidaess and in 
peace ; and for such as reveal to our consciousness the 
great truths of thine infinite goodness, power, and love. 
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and who incarnate (iipm in lifp, — Lord, we (hank 
thee for these, the prophets and apostles, the wges 
and the saints of our own day, called by whalevw 
name, and wherever the lines of their lot be cast. 

We remember before thee tiiine own infinite perfec- 
tion, and while we thank thee for the world of matter 
and the world of spirit, which are thy gilb, itill more 
do we thank thee for thyself who art the giver, folding 
in Ihy bosom other worlds of matter wliich we know 
not of, and worlds of spirit whereof we dimly learn, 
and whereunto with eoulinual yearning our spirit would 
ascend. We thank thee for thy providence which, mid 
many a dark day (hat seems to us Egyptian night, 
marks the lintels of every door, and broods over every 
land, and with thy love comes into every household, 
great or small, and never departs thence, but leaves 
thy blessing ever fresh and ever new. 

We remember our lives before thee, our several joys 
that we thank thee for, and yet know not how to thank 
thee as we ought. The sorrows thou givest us, — 
we dare not praise thee for them, but in their darkness 
and their cloud, we still thank thee that thy light comes 
through the darkness, and thy hand is underneath the 
cloud, leading us forward through thera to better and 
more glorious things. 

We remember our daily duties, how hard they often 
are, and we pray thee that we may use the noble facul- 
ties Ihou hast given us so as to bear every cross which 
must needs be borne, and grow greater by suffering 
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what we needs must endure, ami doing what thou com- 
mandpst as our duty, and so being what thou wouldst 
have us lie. Father we pray thee that in us there 
may he such knowledge of thfe, such love towards thee, 
and inch trust in thee, and such a nobie pious lift in 
ourselves, that we shall bring every limb of our body 
and our spirits every faculty into thy service, and so 
outwardly, not let'i than inwardly, live lives thai are as 
fair as the lilies of the stream or the stars of heaven, 
and so be blameless and beautiful and acceptable in thy 
sight. Thus may thy kingdom come and thy will he 
done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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JULT 25, 1858. 

OUR Father who art in heaven, and on earth, and 
everywhere >se flee unto thee, and for a moment 
would be conscious of thy presence, and in the 
light of thy countenance ■would we rememher our joyb 
and our sorrow'* our duties our tt an-gres^ionq and our 
hopes, and lift up to thee the glad paalm of gntitude 
for all that we rejoice in, and aspire towards the meas- 
ure of a perfect man, and "to woi hip thee that we shill 
serve Ihee all the days of our lives with i gladsome and 
accepted service. So may the prayer of our hearts be 
acceptable unto thee, and come out in our daily life as 
feir as the lilies and lasting as the stars. 

Father who art eveiywhere, and givest to thy 
creatures liberally and upbraidest not, we thank thee 
for the world of matter over oar head and under our 
feet and about us on every side. We thank thee for the 
serene and stormy days wherewith thou equally givest 
thy sacrament of benediction to all things that are. We 
bless thee for all which the summer has thus far brought 
forth, for the great harvests of use which have grown 
ahke for the cattle that serve and for imperial man who 
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curiously and nonderfujly made, with senses which take 
hold of each material thing and feed thereon, cdnvert- 
ing its use and its beauty to means of human growth, we 
thank thee, and for this great power of mind which thou 
givest us, feediog aUke on truth and beauty, gaining the 
■victory over material things, making ihe ground, the 
winds and the waters, the stars and the very fire of 
heaven, to serve our various needs. We thank thee 
for this great moral power, whereby our conscieDce 
comes into accord with thine, and we know thy justice 
and make it our human rule of conduct, making our- 
selves usefii! to each other and acceptable to thee. 

We thank thee for these generous affections which, 
unselfish, reach out their arras to father and mother, to 
kinsfolk and friend, to lover and beloved, husband and 
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wife, pareal and tbild, and all the great relation 'ihipt 
wherewith the world is full. We thank thee for the 
grealeiiing power of charity, which transcends the 
bounds of family and kindred biuod, of acquaintance 
and congenial soul, and goes forever loving on, care- 
ful for those who are cast down, and seeking to bless 
with light those who are sitting benighted in the comers 
of the earth, to strike the fetters from the slave, to give 
knowledge to the ignorant, and to teach virtue and piety 
to men that are bowed together io their sins, in nowise 
able to lift themselves np. 

Father we thank thee that we know thee ; we bless 
thee for this great religious faculty, whereby we turn 
this world of matter and the world of soul into one 
great accordant psalm, and even the voices of tlie beasts 
that perish come to our ears full of religious melody, 
reminding us of thy providence, which is kind and large 
not only to angels and to men, but to the meanest thing 
which serves thy purpose in the world. 

Father, we thank thee for that transcendent world, 
pmbracing the earth of matter and the humanity of 
men, that world of spirits which thou thyself inhahitest, 
and whereunto thou drawest thy children from year to 
year, as thine angel strikes off the fetters of our flesh, 
and clothes us with immortality. Father, we thank 
thee for our dear ones who have gone before us, where 
the mortal eye sees (hem not, but where the human 
heart knows it is well with the child, and that thou 
stillest the agonies of father, husband, wife or lover. 
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with thy sweet beneficence, and art kind and merciful 
alilie to thy saint and thy sinner. We thank thee for 
thai other world which draws our eyes through our 
fear'' and our darkness and fills us with hope. We 
bleos thee for thine own infinite perfection, that we can 
rest under t!ie shadow of thine almighty power, thine 
all-knowiog wisdom, thine all-righteous justice, and 
Ihine all-embracing love, which never end. Lord, 
our Fathur and our Mother too, we know that we need 
not ask any good thing from thee, nor in our prayer 
beseech thee to remember a% for thou lovesl us more 
than we can love ourselves, and art more desirous of 
our infinite welfare than we for our prosperity a tingle 

We pray thee therefore that ourselves may be faithful 
to all the gifts which thou hast given us. Eemember- 
ing thine infinite love and thy tender providence, may 
we put away ail fear from us, and shaking off every 
particle of superstitious dust, may we open our souls to 
that glorious love which shall not he ashamed, but con- 
strains us to keep every law which thou hast writ for 
us. So knowing thee and trusting thee, may we never 
think meanly of the iialure thou hast given to us, but 
use these bodies as the vessels which hold the precious 
treasure thou hast poured therein, and with our mind 
and our conscience and our heart and our soul may we 
serve thee daily by that worship in spirit and in truth 
which alone achieves the great end of human destina- 
tion. So using ourselves, may we wisely use the world 
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of matter that is about us, and by our daily toil not only 
house and clothe and feed and medicine our flesh, but 
by the process thereof instruct our intellect and enlarge 
our conscience, fertilize our affections, and magnify this 
religious power that is in us. So day by day may we 
serve thee with perfect aervice, and when thou hast 
finished thy work with us, then, ti'iumphanf, may we 
journey home to be with thee, to know tliee aa our- 
selves are known, and pass from glory to glory forever 
and over, entering into those joys which the eye has 
not seen, nor the ear heard, nor the heart of man com- 
pletely known. So may thy kingdom come, and thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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SEPTEMBER 19, 1868, 

OTHOU Infinite Presence, who art everywhere, 
we flee unto thee for a moment, who art always 
near unto ua. We would be conscious of thy 
power, thy wisdom, thy justice, and thy love, and while 
we feel thee most intimate at oar hearts, we would 
remember before thee our joys and our sorrowa, our 
hopes and our fears, whatever of virtue we have at- 
tained to, and the transgressions also wherewith we 
defile our soul. May tlie words of our mouths and 
the meditations of our hearts be acceptable io thy sight, 
O Lord, our Strength and our Redeemer. 

Thou Infinite Giver of all things, we thank thee 
for this great, rich world, where thou castest the lines of 
our lot. We thank thee for llie exceeding beauty whleh 
thou hast scattered throughout the heavens and every- 
where oa this broad earth of thine. We thank thee 
that thou mouldest every leaf inlo a form of beauty, 
and globeat every ripening berry into symmetric love- 
liness, that thou seatterest along the road-sides of the 
world and on the fringes of the fiirmer's field such 
wealth and luxuriance of beauty to charm our eyes 
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from filings loo sensual, and slowly lift us up to what 
is spirituid in its loveliness and cannot pass away. 
We thank thee for the glory which walks abroad at 
night, for the moon with interchange of waxing and 
waning beauty, shedding her silver radiance across 
the darkness, for every fixed and every wandering star 
whose bearded presence startles us with strange and 
fairest light, and for the imperial sun that from bis am- 
brosial urn pours down the day on field and town, on 
rich and poor, baptizing all thy world with joy. We 
thank thee for the ground underneath our feet, whence 
the various particles of our bodies are day by day so 
curiously taken and wonderfully framed together. We 
thank thee for the Spring, which brought her hand- 
some promise, for the gorgeous preparation which the 
Summer made in his manly strength, and we bless 
thee fiir the months of Autumn, whose sober beauty 
now is cast on every hill and every tree. We thank 
thee for the harvests which the toil and the thought of 
man have gathered already from the surface of the 
ground, or digged from iis bosom. We bless thee for 
the other harvests still growing beneath the earth, or 
hanging abundant beauties in the autumnal sun from 
many a tree all over our blessed Noithem land. 

We think thee likewise fur this great human world 
which ourselves make up We blf.8 thee for the glo- 
rious nature nhiLh thou hast given ua, for these bodies 
so curiously and "so wonderfully made, and for this 
overmaatenng spint which enchants into life tliis ban-l- 
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fill of fascinated day. We bless thee for tiie large fac- 
ulties which thou hast givea us, and the unbounded 
means for development afforded in our daily toiL We 
thank thee for the glorious destination which thou hait 
set before us, appointing us our duties fo do, and giv- 
ing us that grand and lasting welfare which thou wilt 
never fail to bt-stow on all and each who ask it with 
their prayer and toil. 

Father, we tiiank thee for the work which our hands 
find to do on earth. We bless thee tha* the process 
of our toil is education for our body and our mind, for 
our conscience and out heart and soul. We thank thee 
for the reward which comes as the result of our work : 
yea, we blesa thee for t!ie houses that we live in, for 
the garments that we wear, woven up of thoughtful 
human toil, for the bread that we eat, and the bnauty 
that we gather from the ground, or create frotn the 
manifold materia] things which thou givest us. 

We thank thee for those who are near and dear fo 
us, the bcnedictioa on our daily bread, the presence of 
blessing in our houte, and the chief ornament of our 
human life. We thank thee for new-bom blessings 
which thou aeadest into the arms <if father and of 
mother, to gladden fhem not only, but likewise rela- 
tive and friend, and In people the earth with new gen- 
erations of progressive men. 

Father, we remember before thee likewise that other 
world which transcends the earth of matter and the 
world of human things ; we thank thee for that world 
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wLith the eve bith Djt seen ntr the cw heard nor 
the he'irt of man fuUj conteiiLd Wt, hie a thee for 
the spuits of just men mile perfect who have gone 
before ub into that king lorn of heai en to 'June hfce 
the morning star? of earth free from all thp noi«es 
which harass the world Father, we remember be 
fore thee those dear to our hearts still though '.evered 
from our bide, and if we dare not thank thee when 
father or mother when hu band or nife when son or 
daughter, when kinstolk and acqu iintance havp their 
countenance changed ind thej themiehes iire born 
anew into Ihj kingdom we still thank thee that we 
are sure they are with thee, that no i.\i\ befills the 
little one oi the mitur one oi thp i^ed, but the aims 
of thy lo^e are il out thtrn, and thou leidest them eier 
forward and e^cr upward 

O Thou who art Infinite Perfection, we thank thee 
for thyself ■md we know th if out of ihj power, Ihy 
wisdom, thy justice ini thy love hive flowed forth 
this world ot matter ind thia world ot man, and that 
kmgdom of heaven whereinto we all hope lo eater at 
the last We thank thee for tliy loving kindness and 
thy tender nieicj which are osei all thy works, and 
where we cannot =ep, save through t glass darkly, we 
wiU still trust ihee, with infanife longing and with ab- 
solute confidence, and that love which casteth out every 
fear. 

Father in heaven, so gifted as we are, surrounded 
so, and so destined for immortal welfare, we pray thee 



Ho^duGooglc 



that we may iive great and noble lives oa the earth, 
unfolding our nature day by day, using our bodies for 
their purpose, and the soul for its higher use, growing 
wiser and better as we change time into life, and daily 
work into exalted character. So may we live that 
every day we learn some new truth, practise some 
new virtue, and become dearer and more beautiful in 
thine own sight. So may thy kingdom come, and thy 
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
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DECEMBER 5, 1858. 

OTHOU Infinite Spirit, who art always present, 
wu liiiow that we need not ask thee to remember 
us, and though in the weakness of our psalm we 
thus entreat thee, yet in the strength of our heart's 
prayer we know that thou, needest no entreating, but 
rememberest us forever and forever. O Tliou who art 
our Father, we thank thee that all day long thou hast 
us in thy perfect care, and when the night comes, and 
we lay us down, that thou still watt'hest over ui, and 
givest lo thy beloved even in our sleep. Father, we 
will not aik thee to draw nigh unto us, for thou livest 
and movest and ha'it Ihy being in all (hings (hat are, 
and most eminent in our own soul. But ne will seek 
to draw near unto thee, that, warmed by thy fire and 
strengthened hy thy light, from the moment of our 
worship, we may serve thee better all the days of our 
mortal life. 

Father, we thank thee for Ihyhelf. "We bless thee 
that thou createdst us and all Ihinga from thy perfect 
love, and preappointed us all to infinite and eternal 
welfare, and in the world about us and the world within 
didst wonderfully provide the means thereto, so that our 



Ho^duGooglc 



193 

follies PTen shall lielp uf, anil the wriifh of man sLall 
serve thy great purpose, and the remainder of wrath 
thou wilt restrain. O Lord, who art our Father and 
our Mother too, we thank thee that thy love never 
fails, that though our mortal frieni^s p«ri=h from out 
our sight, though father and mother may forget us, and 
we be faithle-i? to our own selves, yet thou never leav- 
est, nor forsakes), nor art unfaiibful, but Invest us far 
more than we are able to a^k, or overt to think or to 
wish in the estreme of our heart. 

Wo bless thee for the world thou hast given us all 
around. We thank thee for the Summer's beauty that 
has passed, leaving behind her the autumnal grain, and 
the rich and bountiful fruits of harvest. And now that 
the "Winter is upon us, we bless thee for this angel 
whom (hou hast sent down to clothe the earth in white 
raiment, and adorn it with loveliness, this garment of 
snow which thou so sweetly administerest out of thy 
heavens to all these Northern lands, which hang on thy 
bounty and are fed from thy never-ending love. 

We thank thee for all the blesamgs which we have 
inherited from ages gone before u« We bless thee for 
so mucb of <.ivilii''»tion as his fallen lo our lot for the 
noble institutions which our fathers builled up with 
their prayer and their toil with their aword ind their 
blood. We thank thee for every niae thin^ in our 
goveniraent nhich ha'* come down to u* f r all the 
excellence whi h i m our social oiganizition for the 
friendly afFei.t on which adorns our household and our 



Ho^duGooglc 



194 

Lome. We Ihank thee for those schools of the people 
wJiere thou inatructest thy children from day to day ; 
we bless thee for the sweet influences which proceed 
thence and enrich mankind, while they instruct and lift 
us up. We thank thee for all the good there is in the 
churches called after thy name ; we bless thee for all 
the various denominations on the earth, thanking thee 
that tlieir several faith — whether Htathen, or Greek, 
or Jew, or Christian — is to them of such infinite worth. 
We bless thee for all of truth which we may have gathered 
from the various religions of the world, and most of all 
for what we have learned of thyself, in the calm and 
still communing of our own heart with thee. We 
thank thee that thou inspiresi all of thy children, wlio, 
with open mind and obedient heart, flee unto thee, seek- 
ing for trulh, for justice, for love, and the sweet piety 
which so adorns and beautifies the inner man. 

We bless thee for the dear ones whom affection joins 
to our heart, bone of our bone, flesh of our flesh, ov 
joined by a still nearer and more delicious kindred of 
the soul. Lord, we remember the friendships winch 
time and distance cannot sever, we remember the love 
of kinsfolk and acquamtance. whom death only bides 
from our eye, but does not take from our heart. We 
thank thee for the just ones made perfect who have 
gone fi-om us, and those who in their imperfection liive 
been translated, for we know that thou places! them in 
the line of advancement, and leadest them ever up- 
wards, and still further on. 



Ho^duGooglc 



195 

"We i-eraember tlie great duties which arc bf fore us, 
incumbent on such natures and so large an inheritance 
and such ample opportunity for toil. We remember 
before thee with shame and confmedness of heart our 
own weakness, otu' folly and our pride, and the mani- 
fold transgressions wherewith we sin against our body or 
our soul, against thy goodness, thou Infinite Mother, 
who boldest us in thy hand, and warmest us with the 
breath of ihy love. And we pray thee that we may put 
awaj' every folly, and he greatly c-hastised for every 
wrong, till, penitent therefor, we turn from it, and, 
though with bleeding feet, tread the paths of righteous- 
ness, leadmg us to peace and gladness and joy of soul. 

Father, we will not pray thee tor this world's goods ; 
we know not of these things how to pray thee as we 
ought ; therefore we dare not ask thee for riches or for 
poverty, for lengtb of life, nor for shortness of days, 
But we pray thee that we may so toil in our various 
lot that we grow wiser and belter, that we have a sure 
and abiding sense of thy goodness, thy power, and thy 
love, and of the great and noble nature thou hast given 
us, and the glorious destination thou hast prepared. 
Then may our hands work out our own salvation, with 
joy and with gladness then may we toil for our brother 
men ; and our poor and humble lives, — may they en- 
rich and magnify the age we live in. Thus day by day 
may we serve thee, and so may thy kingdom come and 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven 1 
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OTHOU who art everywhere, whom no eye can 
sec, hut every heart ean feel, we flee unto ihee, 
and for a moment would hold tliee in our con- 
sciousness, who art not far from any one of us, but 
always hast ua in thy care and keeping, waiehiug 
over and doing us good. We would remember before 
thee our joys and our sorrows, our hopes and our fears, 
our good deeds and our transgressions, and while we 
meditate thereon, may we be penitent for every wrong 
deed, and greatly ashamed of all wickedness, but filled 
with noble asjjirationa, which shall bear us up to higher 
and higher heights of human excellence. Thou who 
art ever near us, may thy spirit pray ivitli ua in our 
prayer, teaching us the things we ought to pray for, 
and strengthening us mightily ill tlie inner man. 

Thou Infinite Spirit, we thank tliee for all thy 
loving-kindness and thy tender mercy, which gave us 
our beiQg first, and lengthenest out our lives from day 
to day, and from year to year, while thou presentest 
before us the immortal life, which eye has Dot seen, 
nor euT heard, nor our frail hearts completely under- 
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We lliank tliee for this fair iuullglit wliicli gladdens 
and cheers the faces of men. whili- it till* up with hund- 
Mimeness the wintry hour. We thank thee for the 
slara, which all night long keep shining watch ahove 
a sleeping world; and we bless thee for thy provi- 
dence, which cares for us when we slumber, and when 
we wake. Yea, we thank tliee that underneath thy 
care we can lay us down and sleep in safety, and 
when we wake we are atiU with thee. 

While we stand at the entrance of a new jcar, re- 
membering thy presence with us. we cast our ejes 
backward, and we fhank thee for all the joy and the 
gladness which ciime to our lot in the months tliat are 
past. We thank thee for the health and energy tliat 
have been in our earthly frame. We bless thee for 
the work our hands found to do, for the joy which eomes 
from the harvested result of our toil and thought, and 
that greater but unasked joy and blessedness i\hich 
comes from the education which the process of our 
daily toil in thy marvellous providence doth bring 
about. 

Father, we Ihank thee for the new ties of mortal 
love which we have formed on earth, whereby eyes 
behold light in mutual eyes, and hearts that once were 
twain become one. We thank thee for the new-burn 
blessings, these little raes-iahs which thy loving-kind- 
ness has left in many an earnest home. We bless 
thee for all the joys whicli spring from the \arioU3 
affections of life, which &et the solitary in iamilie:), and 
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